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$51: 405 10) SOOT, 2 OH ech 
uE only excuſe which, I can 
offer for dedicating this Novel to the 
beloved and dignified HB TH FIELD 
is—that I have ſerved under the felf- 
enndbled, and immortal EL hr. 
: Isdn 
The victorious Romans, returned 
ſtom the field of glory, to cultivate 
andi imptore their domeſtie "mw | 
3 | ſions, 


— 


: 


PEDICATION. 3 
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4 ſions, or to purl de Fe wal 7865 


tions, as the zeal of good e 
dictated. They alfo . ſagrificed / 00 e * 
love, and to the Gods who governed, 


and POO 7 


"ts in war, ſo in 88288 docs . 


Lordſhip emulate the Roman virtues; 
me while your Sovereign rewards % 
Wit 


Honors . and affection, your 
country approves | with admiration. 5 


"0 3 


— 
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1 ſhall not apologiſe, for TOMS 1 
to your Lordſhip/"a TALE Or Love. 
Catullus, Ovid, and moſt of the a- 

dient pocts, tell, that it is the mo» 
bleſt paſſion of the ſoul; : and that 

it . reigns] moſt ra{pleadenk: in, abbe 
iy Wer 8 breaſt. f 
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Arx Di s 3 is Au ſaitgd to 
the preſent ſtate of my mind. O Goodwill! 


my muc valned 1 | pray. vou, bear | 
Belinda 


my.. weakneſs |— 1 cannot 
from my NEE" and your NN is loſt in 


the wreck. of my poor brain. The mirth of 


the meſs ſerves, but to feed my melancholy; 


for while my brother officers, as each drea- 
ry day tediqufly revolves, with additional 
a look: forward to the place of our 
B deſtination, 


- 


- 


- G 


1 
| 
. 
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2 FORTE SCU E. 
deſtination, Efitently tamenr the increafing 


diſtance from my love. 
Our commanding officer) as inclined o 

favour my abſence; but, like every one in 

power, cannot, at all times, obey the dic- 


tates of his Heart. This malady of my 


mind, for ſome time, he attributed to an 
_ infirmity-of body. His affectionate folici- 
tude demanded gratitude; I therefore inge- 
nuouſly told him fram hat fource my fad- 


neſs ſprang. Colonel Garton has a mind 
exalted as his rank. . The power of 
„ love,” anfwered the Colonel, is uncon- 


* querable. I myſelf have experienced its 
0 fulleſt. extent; Dut, alas! I was not lon „ 


jn poſſeſſion of the dear object of my 
„ Gon—the moment me became a mother, 


e ſhe was no more. Heaven gained an an- 
< gel, but earth loſt a-treafure,- and I, my 


| < ef! OPIN] joy. My child, it's true, furvived. 


+ —The Almighty, to mitigate - my grief, 


„ has bleffed her with thofe endowments, 
„ Which render the vale of years, in tłre 


parent, the moſt . happy. Had ber mo- 


* ther's grave alſo received her, I ſhould 


c have had enough of this world I would 
% have laid down the trophies of war, fe- 
« gqueſtered myſelf in an humble cottage, 
and numbered out my days, ambitious 
„ only in the hopes of meeting my love in 


* paradiſe. But as fate ſtill left me charg. 


cc ed 


FORT ES CU E. 3 
« ed with a ſacred duty, I now live for my 
& child—for her 1 fill endure the drudgery 
c of a ſoldier's life. This however ſhall 
be my laſt campaign, for I will not lon- 
cc ger live from my child. Can I then hear 
of ſufferings in love, and not ſympathiſe 
„jn the pleaſing pain? Go to her, break 
te the chains that bind you, and diſpel the 
* gloomthat overſhades a lively diſpoſition, 

and Ethink-I may add a noble mind.“ 

I know not wherefore I ſhould command 
the opinion}. nay, the confidence of my 
ſuperiors, for my follies have been without 
number, and my good / qualities few indeed. 
But ſo it is. Colonel Garton, who has on- 


ly bad our command three months, in 


ſpite of our diſparĩty of years, fingled me 
out, as his intimate; __ know, that 
General ——, who lately left us on pro- 
motion, has inſiſted on my following him 
to the — regiment of foot. I know of no 
recommendation, except my averſion to 


debauchery, and, in truth, that is not a 


merit; for my conſtitution, though ſtrong 
enough to undergo the ſevereſt campaign, 
cannot endure midnight potations. 

I pray you write to me of Belinda. You, 


who have an intimacy with mankind and 


who know each ſecret of my heart, will 
at leaſt pity the wretched N 
| W. ForTescut. 
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1 nd Fun wo bioid a. nis i 
| Jy AM told you have got leave. to go to 
1 London; now I müſt ret: you, that Ithink : 
= myſelf il uſed - demme. Vou know it is 


my turn for leave, and if you go, I'll have 

a pink at you—demme,. I owe you a 

grudge ever ſinct you called me p puppy at 
xheath, and now Yen make you pay for 

All, may, never drink another bottle if I 

don't. Puppy to you again. Dn it, 

Sir, what do eee 7 Ill have ſatisfac- 

tion before you budge an inch from Quar- | 

ters, ſplit me if 1 don't, and Lait on an f 

aufwer as ſoon as poſſible, —_ Dy 


« F 


Ton humble Sarvant,.. 5h 


| Ematian: WanTwan. g 
King's Head, hos: 2 cc, 12 at night. 3 
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Pi. S. Remember L only m mean he above 
if you go to London. $85 wor ö. 
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DEAR. sis, 
* 


TR " 
1 TRUST, I ſhall not want your credit 


in beleving, that it is with the moſt ex- 
quiſite pain I am obliged to.retraQ the leave 
of abſence I gave you yeſterday. Power is 


often inimical to merit, for I find it a pain- 


ful taſk, even in my. ſmall office, to fulfil 


the principles of my duty, without wound- 
ing my feelings. The ſmalleſt partiality 


ſubjects a commanding officer to cavillings; 
and ſows the ſeeds: of diſſention. Lis 
ſtrange, how our converſation of yeſterday 
could ſo ſoon get abroad; for ere | had fat 
down to breakfaſt this morning, 1 was fa- 
voured with a viſit from half a dozen of our 
ſtriplings, remonſtrating on my indulgence 
to you. One of then, who on a former 
occaſion, extorted my marked cenſure, 
znimadverted on you with a freedom, which 
I was obliged to reprobate, as an unwar- 
rantable liberty taken in my preſence. My 

mortiſication 


mortification at being both obliged to hear, 
and acquieſce in their remonſtrance, is far 
leſs painful to me than my feelings for you. 
It is true I might uſe my own diſcretion, 
but as my duty will not ſuffer me to act 
unworthy of my command, ſo my heart 
repels what is foreign to the duties of a 
man. As the routine has not revolved ſince 
your laſt abſence, I fear all I have to offer 
you, is a recommendation of that ragged 
virtue - patience; but in ſervices where I 
am not ſhackled by military ys you may 
freely Fomainng of 
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> MY DEAR BELINDA, 


1 


Vo v will wonder to lind the tenor 
my letters ſuddenly changed; [ muſt there- 


fore be explanatory. By a mere accident, 


and from a mere ſtranger, I heard that you 
have liſtened. to the advances of a lover. It 
was unkind in you not to impart to me, a 
circumftanceon which your future fate ſo en- 
tirely depends ; but your want of confidence 
ſhall never cauſe me to relax in the duties I 
owe to the ſacred charge I have undertaken. 
The truſt repoſed in me by your father, en- 
titles me to aſſume the office of a Mentor; 
but, independant of that, 1 find myſelf 
ſanctioned by confanguinity, by experience, 
and by age: but, above all, by real and 

diſintereſted friendſhip. | 2 
The man of honourable purſuits, who of- 
fers you his hand, ſelects you from your lex 
as the companion of his heart— the partaxer 
of his pleaſures—and his fellow ſufferer in 
misfortunes, If therefore honour be his 
| purſuit, 


— 


Ledge, March, 17 


© : 
of 
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purſuit, it is a diſtinction highly flattering ; $5 
but it is alſo a diſtinction, which a momen- 
tary fancy may excite, and which intereſted 
motives may dictate. It is alſo a diftinQion 
which is often paid through motives, even 
worſe than theſe. An artful man will with 
attention indulge the frailties of the mind, 
as well as offer adoration to the perſon of 
fine woman; and thus, by feeding her va- 
nity “ that devil that 18055 you all” the 
innocent fall a ſacrifice to his art. 
Search into the motives of the man who 
now offers you this diſtinction, and treat 
him accordingly ; but remember, that to 
trifle, atthis awful period, which is too of- 
ten adopted by your ſex as a privilege; will 
too ſurely be attended with the moſt fatal 
, conſequences. I hardly ever knew a co- 
quette that was not caught in the ſnare ſhe 
laid to diſtreſs her lover. Vitiated by the 
diſſipation of London, or perhaps unhappily 
conſcious of her beauty, ke encourages the 
advances of every libertine, to gratify an 
inordinate diſpoſition, and to“ ſwell her 
_ * liſt of lovers.” On the other hand, the 
libertine, hacknied in an aſſumed adoration, 
advances to her with as little fincerity. He 
has no character, no virtue to loſe; hence 
the abandoned connection generally termi- 
nates in the female's ruin. Look at theſe 
pictures with attention—Obſerve the giddy 
7 | eccentricities 


I 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


rorriscos. 8 


1 604 


rous than 12 artful Ration of the 
rude, Avoid the extremes; indeed, they. 
only W to be 1 to be rejected“ 
diſgu 2 
9 man of honour ! in bis addreſſes is mo- 
deſt, and unafuming ; cautious in if wer ; 
what may, even diſtantly,” lead to offence. 
His adoration. will extend to your mind, 
and ſoar to bliſs ſuperior to ſenſual joys. If 
he who has offered you his hand feem none 
of theſe, you can haye no heſitation —reject 
him, without ſuffering-your heart to ſuggeſt 
a hint in his favour ; but be ſure you do it 
with ingenuouſnels and reſolution. If, on 
the other hand, you find his love founded on 
eſteem, reſulting. from a knowledge of your 
diſpoſition, and on the qualities of your 
mind; then with caution hold the balance, 
until time proves that ſuch a conduct is not 
founded in ſiniſter views. 
Diſintereſted love acquires an animating 
warmth; which riſes far Tuperior to frieud- 
ſhip—it acquires. an intereſting attraction 
ſuperior to eſteem It is not like the morn- 
ing cloud, or the early dew, which the ſun 
or the wind may diſlpate. It is interwoven 
in our mind, and a part of our ConfFitntion 
—it flows ſpontaneouſly from the fountain 
of our feelings—it is the ſacrament of na- 
ture in our hearts a quality of our being 
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innate and coeval with time, ripening with 

our years, unbounded in its expanſe, and 

eternal in its duration. Theſe are ſome of 

the attributes of love, but which words are 
Inadequate fully to deſcribe. Treaſure 
them, my dear Belinda, in your wind, for 

they are ſentiments which eat in uniſon, 
with my affectionate folicitude for your 

welfare. 
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March 29th, 17— 


IT H oN my advice, which you ſo 
lately proteſted, was ſealed with the impreſ- 
ſion of conviction, and which you ſolemnly 
vowed, rigidly to obſerve -I ſtill am your 
friend, and with pity ſee your impending + 
ruin. I now give full credit to the yul ar 
_ adage that love is a kind of madneſs, 
for I find a fatal inſtance of its truth in a 
boſom friend, A ſubaltern officer, in a 
A N regiment 
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regiment ordered for foreign ſervice, with 
no other dependance tha the ſcanty pit · 
tance of his daily fubſiſtence, hurryinghim- 
ſelf into a labyrinth-of miſery, and ſenking 
to entail the horrors. of wretched-want upon 
a happy female, is a circumſtance too diſ. 
treſſing for a friend, unmoved to Res 
If rbus-acute.arc my fechngs;i (and.beayen 
knows with what zealous pain my anind is 
fraught !) what pangs mult they fuer, who 
ſee their child, the idol of their hopes—the 
prop of their declining years - ſnatched 
from under their happy roof to ſudden and 
certain beggary! Tak not to me of the 
beauty of her perſon, or the qualities of her. 
mind; they only, increaſe your guilt, and 
render. expiation unattainable. Belinda, it 
is true, has every perfection which we ſeek 
in woman, but they yet want the meliora- 
ting hand of time. Heaven has been abun- 
dant to her, to recompenſe her want of for- 
tune. When both perſonal and mental ac- 
compliſments are conjoined in one Mo- 
man, and theft added to a 'beautityl face, 
ſhe wants not a fortune; ſhe i, eee” 
happter than the rich heireſs, whoſe wealth 
might-tempt ſome ſordid wretch to deceive - 
her. Would you then be baſe enough to 
plunder her of bounteous nature's gifts, in- 
dulgently-and wiſely beſfowed—entice her 
from her parent's happy, but frugal board, 
and 
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and expoſe her to all the miſeries of wreteh- 
ed want? — Think, ere yet too late, on 
the fatal and inevitable conſequences, that 
muſt attend the union of hearts reared in 
plenty, when the means are wanting to 
_ procure the ſeaſon's produce—think, while 
yet you have the power of doing right; 
and let me hear no more of this miſplaced, 
this unhappy paſſion. 1 


6, GoopwIL L 


WORTHY 


To 


| BELIND'A. 
| — Lodge, 6th Hprit. 


4 N D E E D I was to blame to ſuſpect my 
dear Belinda would conceal from me what 
concerns her happineſs from one, ambiti- 
ous to deſerye the ſacred two-fold appellati- 
on of Guardian and Uncle. I am equally 
flattered by my dear girl's comments on m 
laſt; they convey to me the pleaſing idea that 
ſhe = well digeſted my obſervations, and 

guarded 
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guarded her mind, by renouncing thoſe er- 
rors her ſex are prone to. I thould not have 
dealt them out, with ſo rigid a hand, had 
1 been appriſed of the very inconſiderable 
progreſs love has made in your heart; but 
as you are approaching to that age, when 
the gentleſt breath would blow the latent 
embers into a blaze, I rejoice in the acci- 
dept that cauſed me to enter on a ſubject, 
I have long thought it time to introduce. 
Your eyes now opening to the ſource of the 
errors I have pointed out, your determina- 
tion will be cortect, and the event conſe, 
quently propitiou sz. 
In love, many men have an eſtabliſhed, 
a mere technical language. Your eyes, 
they will compare. to en neck to 
the ſwan's your teeth to poliſhed ivor 
'—your cheeks to roſes— your lips to wy 
and an hundred ſuch fulfome rhapſodies, 

When a man addreſſes you in a ſtyle thus 
trifling, it is an affront to your underſtand- 
ing, and little leſs than an attack upon your 
virtue. Others will addreſs you with ſtill 
more levity; this is an unpardonable affront 

on your delicacy. The filent” contempt 
which men in either of thefe caſes alone me- 
rit, will not ſufficiently aid you againſt 
them. One ſerious, one determined mark 
of reprobation of ſuch conduct, will prove 
of much more utility; but let this be done 
. in 
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in private, for it will have more weight. 
It is not good policy to publicly condemn + 
what moſt likely was conveyed to you in a 
whiſper. Beſides, he who is baſe enough 
to undermine your virtue, will not heſitate 
defaming you with calumny, though you 
only treat him according to his deſerts; 
therefore be cauticus of feeding that foul- 
mouthed hydra— Scandal. 
Having thus laid before you, the advan- 
ces of a knave, let me add, whereby you 
may diſcriminate the man of worth. An 
honourable man is at beſt but an aukward 
lover, becauſe fear makes him a coward; 
but the other is both fool and villain. A 
man of ſenſe will addreſs you to your mind, 
for he too will ſtudy it, but his converſation 
wilt be diveſted of the cant of the libertine, 
and the common: place inſipidity of the flat- 
terer. Think not worſe of a man for de- 
laying his declarations, though his aſſidui- 
ties to pleaſe you daily increaſe; his dif- 
fidence proceeds from fear, one of the lead- - 
ing marks of a ſubſtantial love. Rather 
then rejoice ; though he fhould even let flip, 
2 favourable opportunity of declaring him- 
ſelf, becauſe a little time will embolden him, 
and you will alſo be prepared with a becom- 
ing anſwer. At this awful criſis, for ſuch 
you ſhould ſeriouſly conſider it, be as inge- 
nuous as your modeſty will allow. am- 
pering 
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ering and trifling in this moment general» 
ly proves fatal—perhaps to bot. 

1 ſhould have long ſince told you, that the 
moſt neceſſary ingredient in the eup of ma- 
trimony, is a | moderate fortune; but I de- 
ſpiſe the conduct of moſt ill- judging pa- 
rents, who, graſping at it on both ſides, 
entirely loſe their aim. It is enough if ei- 
ther party is poſſeſſed of it ; therefore my 
dear Belinda, as you are not fortune's fa- 
vourite, it is ĩndiſpenſably neceſſary that ſne 
mould ſmile upon your lover. * (LEST 1 ; 
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Crazy Hall, 29th April. 
1 HAVE, dear Bel, fince I laſt wrote you, 

made a freſh conqueſt—I have admitted 
another dying ſwain into 'my catalogue of 
lovers. He is an officer, and a guere f/b, 

tor I know not, as yet, what to make of 
him. Papa calls him a Fackanapes—(papa, 
' methinks, would have made an excellent beau 
in 
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in the laſt centui ary but there's ſomething 
in the fellow that I like, therefore. I. I not 


difcqurage him, that” s P92. e pt 


Wen N 3 againſt our winds, / 13 
_ Then true Tore" knot Put Alter, . " £44 be | 


1 4 : 
6 f CY ' 


1 never 1020 a plettir, or à more true cou- 
plet, for I find them exactly in point 


| What fays my Bel ?— 


We were walking in the ſhrubbery the 
aches day, and there I made my conqueſt. 
The poor fool had been dangling after me 
ſeveral hours, without coming to the point; 
but, e'faich, he has made ample amends— | 
preſumed on my good nature to downright 
impudence: however, better ſo, than to be 


teized with à ſighing, whining, pining, dy- 
ing blockhead. There is ſome amuſement 


in a prattling fool—but I was about to tell 


you how I effected the conqueſt We were 
walking in the garden ; he as mute as a 
fiſh, and I, of courſe, - burſting with rage, 


and ſtungwith mortification 
Save my dog! exclaimed I, merely to 
break filence, TI on that the little ani- 


mal was in danger of falling into the fiſh- 


nd: he ariſen it to me with a faulter- 


ung compliment, but which ſoon embolden- 
ed him—then followed the moſt rapturous 


converfation— "Well, certamly love is the 
| time 
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time for us, and wedlock for the men; but 
I muſt give you a ſpecimen of our cooing— 

lam glad . ve found your tongue, 
Sir — 

He—0 that my feet would take root, 
and my limbs bear ſome ſweet flower, that 
with your aromatic hand you might — 
and preſs me to your boſom 

Ehen would I not give fixpence for 
you—no, no, I like a mortal better than a 
flower. ( Down with your hands and eyes, 
which methinks, I ſee uplift, for know I was 
to blame—but, was it 1 e Nat and 
again, I could not help it.) : 

\ He—O thou dear little rogue 1=—ſeizing 
9 —(how quickly the e fellow ren r - 
me.) 

affecting to frruggle) Sir —I ves — 

I pray !—l ͤbeſeech 
He—Phzbus with his ſetting rays in vain 

contends with thy matin glow- —Be * 

ous to me chaſte Dian— 


At that inſtant I heard papa's footeeps i in the 
walk, therefore ſnatching my hand away, 
which my ſwain inſtantiy comprehended. 


He—A fine evening, Madam. 

Pleaſant and cool, Sir. 
He- Our evenings are ſeldom warm till 
midſummer, 


; Papa— 


— _— 
— lM. — 
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Papa Harriet, come into the houſe, 
child ; you'll catch cold in the air.— ( giving 
me a look of thunder.) _ 

We were obliged to follow him, lament- 
ing our miſhap. 

But I proteſt I entirely forgot that I was 
writing to the ſerious Miſs Belinda Wor- 


thy—to one, who when Cupid favours her 


with a lover, grows ſentimentally ſad ; and 
talks to him, and of him, by the maxima 
of an old guardian, as old faſbioned as an- 

tique china. I would adviſe thee, child, to 
ſtudy the Rule of Three — while 1 
565 deccive, and , the dear de- 
— 

But to be a little ſerious—let me know 
all about your parting with Forteſcue. I'll 
warrant, you are pining at his abſence— 
filly fool !—but I've time for no more, for 
I hear. oy s voice in the hall Adieu. 


1 klanna abs, | 


11 
- 
J. 
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Ys 8. Goodwill, 105 che lirtle time 1 — 
live, 1 will follow thy abler precepty—il my 
heart will let me. | 

Without thy friendly care, wy little bark 
would lang ere this have been dad on the 
3 ſhore now I fear its courſe is 

I with not write of Belinda, though, 
in in this moment, ſunk into the deopeſt pit of 
human miſery, ſtill ſhe ſhould be the theme 
of my ſtory; if thou wouldſt hear me. My 

en howeyer [ can govern, but my thoughts, 

find, muſt remain uncontrouted—lurely 
I may think of her refuſe me not the pri- 
es of thought, for, indeed, I need all 
the aid, that 3 can adminiſter. 

I had fcarce diſpatched my laſt, ere I was 
upon the eve of being involved in a broxl 
with that reptile Wantman, touching m 
leave of d evach but our worthy Colonel 
for a while ſuſpended my diſgracefully uſing 
the rod of correction. Fate, however, ſtil} 
decreed me the unu « orthy taſk. 


| Colonel 
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Colonel Garton, who has, by every act 
which friendſhip could diQate, ſought to 


_ - amuſe my melancholy, informed me the 


other morning, that he propoſed: going to 
the aſſembly in the evening; and that he 
expected me to accompany him, I had, 
ſince our arrival in this gay city, declined 
that, as well as every other amuſement the 
army, with too great avidity, enter into. 
Dancing, however, is a recreation I much 
delight in, not leaſt on account of the mo- 
derate expence attending it. I aſſented 
with alacrity, to convince the Colonel that 
Thad a due ſenſe of his favour. We arriv- 
ed at the rooms pretty early. The Colonel, 
agreeable. to his rank as a ſtranger, being 
firſt aſked to walk a minuet, offered me as 


his proxy, and, great as my diſlike is to 


appearing conſpicuous, J could not decline 
it. I blundered through its formalities, 
but with diſcredit; and as the lady danced 
with grace, I ſolicited a continuance of her 
hand, for the remainder of the evening. 
She appeared flattered at my preference, 
and regretted that ſhe was engaged; but, 
continued ſhe, as I led her to ber ſeat, 

J have a friend, who l am ſure will be 
happy inggour offer.” - She introduced me 
to a lovely girl, who rendered the evening 


much more agreeable than my moſt. ſan- 
4 guine A RET had preſaged; and 


Which 
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which met with no interruption, fave 1 
marked envy in Wantman. 

The cuſtom of the country) ry required Us; 
the next'morning, to Make enquiries after 
oy parence in the dance the preceding even- 

: and my viſit produced an invitation 

n the elders of the family, for the even- 
ing: a circumſtance highly flattering to an 
officer,” on ſo flight an acquaintance. But 
I muſt not arrogate merit, for I am perſua- 
ded, that che appearance of ſuperior inti- 
with my commanding officer, had 
more weight than my own demeanour. I 
found from the young lady, whom I ſhall 
call Eliza, that ſhe had, for two ſucceſſive 
aſſemblies, been peſtered with the inſipid 
levity of Wantman, whom ſhe held in me- 
rited contempt. I had repeated my viſits to 
this happy family three or four times, when 
returning home late one evening, I found 
myſelf way-laid by Wantman; and who, 
heated with liquor, abruptly accuſed me of 
ſeducing from him the affections of Eliza, 
in whi ch he aſſerted he had been previouſly 
in poſſeſſion. I would have even borne this, 
rather than have drawn my ſword unwor- 
thily; but on his proceeding to reflect on 
the lady” s honour, indignation conquered 
prudence, and I was provoked. to apply a 
more contemptuous puniſhment, even than 
that of nn bis * The _— hot 
n 
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with wine, drew his ſword, and-I well nigh 
breaſt. I in turn drew—and theugh I 
only wiſhed to give him ſome; ignominious 
wound, yet ſo had a maſtur did he prave 
to his weapon, that I eould not long keep 
my own out of his worthleſs body; and I 
much fear the poppinjay has met his de- 
ſerts, for he is reported to be mortally 
wounded, and I am threatened with a jall. 
Had I, in honour's cauſe, unfertunately 
taken an honourable life, I could have 
borne it with leſs tarment than now racks 
the breaſt; your . ne 4 If 
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DEAR SIR. 


Tramp in much need of your Peedy 
adviſe, Friend Worthy, in an affair that 
nearly conſarns my peece of mind, and the 
Honnur of my fammilly. A jackanapes of 
255 a captain 
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a captain is come down from London, with 


z a letter from friend Simple, to fleep, as the 


fellow tells us, à few weeks at Crazy Hall. 
He has already threwn my houfe out of the 
vindous, and turned my wife and daugh- 
ter's brains; in ſhort, my dear friend, I 
am like to have no roof to end my days 
_ My wife liſtens to him from morn- 
g to night, and as for the weneh, 1 de- 
| live of my ſoul ſhe is downrite in love with & 
bim. He is for ever à telling them what 
Havoek he has made among women; and, 
odds bobs, I believe he cannot go a reddier 
way to work to get his ends. Fire and fug- 
got, Maſter Worthy, I feel myſelf a cue 
cold already, and for theſe two days paſt, 1 
have thought that the corners of my rows 
are growing into hard lumps. To be a 
euccold in my old aige, think of that, 
Maſter Worthy, The fellow never menti- 
ons a word of honnor, though my wife ex- 
pects he will offer to change his life every 
Gay. am fure he kkes that baggage Har- 
riet, yet I would lay ten pound he never 
makes propoſals, that is to fay, honourable 
propoſals ; tho' J fay it, that ſhud not ſay 
it, that ſhe is a fine girl, and will have a 
tortune that is not to be ſneezed at, Maſter 
Worthy. And yet he talks to her with ſeem- 
ing love, but then he does not uſe love fay- 
Tngs, for its all about Dian and Phebus, and 
: Wenus 


24 FOR'TES CUE 


Wenus and Juno, and a hundred otheir fo- 
reners. He is no bad company, that's the 
truth on't ; odds bods, he makes me laugh 
in ſpite of my teeth, when I am reddy to flee 
him alive. I'll tell you ſome of his fun, for 
his ſtories run moſtly on intrig. and that you 
know, Maſter. Worthy, makes a man re- 
member old times. Ah, poor Nell Noo- 
dle, thou could not ſtand my ſoft ſayings·— 
and poor Bet Blouſer, I broke thy heart, 
and did'nt intend it But I was going to 
tell you, Maſter Worthy, of our Jackadan- 
die's ſtories. - After ia Bo perhaps two 
hours, ſo that there was no getting in a 

word edge ways“ I'll now. tell you,“ 
fays he, how I ſerved Lady Betty—Ah, 

<« poor ſoul, it Was a pity ſhe was married 
6 before 1 "knew her, I could have liked 
e her for a wife well enough, for ſhe was a 
te thirty thouſand, every ſhilling—l came 
e to her one evening, when I knew Sir 
6 John would be out with a maſkerrade 
<« ticket, and at the Pantheon we revilled 
< the niglit, while he was Srunting with 
4 a Covent-Garden ſultana.“ 

No longer ago then yeſterday, my wife 
and daughter having juſt gone up to bed, 
he gives me a ſlap on my thigh, and ſays, 
e You've. a d——d fine daughter, Hair- 

<« brain What I ſuppoſe now you'll toſs 


ten thouſand i into her lap; but its a _ 
3 3... 
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« ed pity that you bury her here in the 
« country let her go to London, rub the 
« ruſt of her, and {ay twenty thouſand, 
« and l am your mat— What doſt ſay, old 
4 'Tally-ho ?” Odds bobs, Maſter Wor- 
thy, did you ever hear the ike? Pray ſend 
ſome good advice, and ſoon, to, | 


| Your diſtreſſed Friend. 


 Engnzezer HAIRBRAIN, 


> 23 az” 3 4 
| THE ANSWER, --... : 
— Place, 2d May, 17— 


DEAR 8 IA, * & + $341 F 


A S you are both older and abler.in the 
management of domeſtic concerns than my- 
{elf, 1 beſeech you not to impoſe on me ſo 
invidious a taſk, as would attend my inter- 
terence, dk 0 


| Your obedient Servant, 


J. WorTar, 


C 
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ö Tmuvrtd within the walls of a FRY 
ſome dungean, exiſts your . a Seput- 
cd murderer.— 

Ihe villain wha ſought my life, has 
ſigned a damnable depoſition before a ma- 
te, on which I was laſt night appre- 

hended as, an aſſaffin. The wretch {till lin- 
gers under his wounds, but without hopes 
of recovery. . My friend the Colonel had 
et off a few hours before my diſgrace, ex- 
preſs, in obedience to an order from the 
Secretary at War. I find the perjured vil- 
lain has relations in this place, who are: de- 
termined io proſecute me with the utmoſt 
| ur, and the Colonel's abſence. has af- 
" forded them a moſt (cafonable beginning 


.* 3 0 | 


let fira foldier who has lived with 8 | 
0 Fought nations quarrels, and been crown'd with conqueſt, 
ge expoſed a common carcaſe ona a wheel err 8 


| Thets are ſentiments, my friend, which 
make death appear horrible. 
5 I have 
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1 have ſpent but one day in wretched- 
neſs; and even in that, I have ſeen enough 


of * miſery ; for I have already witneſſed x 
more piteous ſight, than the pen of fiction 


ever defcribed. | 


On the firſt morning of my impriſon- 
ment, a wretched man was to render expi- 


ation for a capital offence againſt the laws of 
his country. The preparations for his exe- 


cution rouſed me from my own wrongs, to 


witneſs the miſery of my tellow priſoner. 


—_ 8 — i a. k "48, 


— 
— —_— 


HEN RV had been a merchant, and mar- 
ried the beautiful MARIA in the midſt of 
affluence ; but by the recent capture of our 
Weſt-India fleet, he ſuſtained an irrepara- 


ble loſs. © His creditors were for ſome time 


merciful, | but to ſatisfy ſome, partial de- 


mands, he entered into a diſhonourable 


treaty, which led to enormities that requir- 
ed expiation by his life. GE 
Maria poſſeſſed Roman virtues, She 


would not quit his ſide—and, with her in- 
tant ſon, ſhe preferred alleviating the miſe- 


ry of his dungeon, to her father's houſe, 
which was {till open to receive her. Hen- 


ry's caſe was complicated, and required the 


opinion of the Judges, a circumſtance 


which from day to day flattered them with 


Ce the 


: 
: 
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the expectation of a reprieve, and hope 
only fled, on the arrival of the death-war- 
rant. Sleep, the balmy charmer of the 
woes of humanity, in pity drew her filken 
veil over their miferies, and took them in 
het. embraces. a ſhort time before the ap- 
proach of the fatal hour the woe-worn 
Maria, with her infant, in defiance of. the 
tolling of the dreadful bell, {till continued 
— — its influence. At this moment, un- 
obſerved, I approach d Henry? s cell— 
"y Father of mercies,” exclaimed he, lend 
© thine. car to a Penizent! Give attention 
to my ſhort prayer! Grant me forgive- 
< neſs—endue me with fortitude to appear 
* before thee—and, O God! extend thy 
< -mercies to this injured woman, this beſt 
*« of thy ſervants, on whom I have entail- 
4 ed endleſs miſeries !—Chaſe not fleep 
<< from her till I am dead Protect my 
child, but never let him Know his fa- 
< ther's fate!“ 

The Jailer Rd his devotion, by 
warning him to his fate. If there be 
* mercy in you,” replied Henry, make 
4 no noiſe ; for I would not have my wife 
« awoke till l am dead !— 

He wept—even he who was inured to 
miſery {—He, who with apathy had for 
years looked on diſtreſs, ſhed tears, at the 
5 Feen ſight—Nature pcie in a 
Jailer !— 
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Jailer The child cried “ O heavens !” 
ſaid Henry. I am too guilty to have my 

_ © prayers heard!“ He took the infant to 
his breaſt, and fortunately huſhed it again 
to reſt, while the Jailer ſtood petrified with 
grief and aſtoniſhment. At laſt he thus 
broke out I cannot longer bear ir 
hett bleeds for you—l could part wit 
life, rather than endure this—follow me 
„ —fo much goodneſs was never meant to 
„meet an untimely 'fate—you ſhall be 
6c free | 8 \ 

«© What do I hear?” replied Hetry— 
“ Is this an angel, in the garb of my keep- 
“ er ?—Thou art indeed unfit for thy of- 
te fice. But I will not accumulate m 2 7 fins, 
e for they are already numberlefs I will 
i not add to them by thy ruin; therefore I 
«© refuſe thy offer hence !—and conduct 
*© me to my fate Pa 1 

The alteration awoke the unhappy Ma- 

ria. She ſtarted, and looked wild then 

throwing her arms round her huſband, who. 

was quitting the cell, ſhe with ſhrieks, which 

would have pierced the moſt obdurate heart, 

ſupplicated another moment—on her knees- 

Bad's ſmall requeſt the ſued for, o& the Jai- 
er 
Through the gloomy paſl: which led'to 
Henry's cell, a foot was Nd proaching. 
It was by all feared to be the Sheriff—but 
bh | in 


, 
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in a more pleaſing form the ſtep advanced. 
A Divine, with placid looks, approached 
the wretched paix. | He brought the glad 
tidings, that a reprieve had juſt reached "tha | 
riſon. Henry's ſenſes were, notwithſtand- | 
ing the good man's caution, overpowered— 
but Maria. became frantic with joy—She 
ran to the man of God, then to eule, 
ere ſhe perceived her huſband app Pony 
licleſs. He ſoon inhaled life from her kiſ- 
ſes, while the humane Jailer FEM him from 
his fetters. 
« There is a pleaſure in being mad, 
** which madmen 1 know —ſo 1 find 
my miſeries "0s; white 1 commlerate 


ofners. 
W. Wie 
CAPTAIN FRANCIS DOYLEY 
TO 1 


MAJOR RA N TER. 
Crazy Hall, 355 A*. 7 


Amp by thee, what - ſhall I not ac- 
compliſh ? Thou art the very mirror of in- 


A8 and in all i its myſteries do I Wes 
| thee 
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thee my Vice-Roy, What dull dogs are 
they who live without intrigue ! Here have 
I not been a week, by thy contrivance, and 
the fort ready to capitulate at diſcretion, 
Young in years, but old in cunning—ſpark- 
ling eyes, full of fire and roguery—haugh- 
ty in carriage, mercileſs in raytllery—the 
airs of the coquette—the coldneſs of the 
prude All theſe has ſhe, whom 1 have laid 
fiege to. Her father, ignorant as an alder- 
man — her mother, as credulous as an old 
mackarel. She and I, fairly pitted—egad.. - 
diamond cut diamond. She thinks me 
half a fool, and I know her to be half mad. 
But to thee am I indebted—by thy leſfons 
was I ſoon maſter of her foibles; and I 
find that vanity in the ſex conquers pride, 
breaks. down the fences of virtue, and 
quickly 1 75 a breach to the aflailer, I, 

however, have my ſufferings and fatigues. 
I am» obliged to drink muſty, home -· made 


wine and ſour beer, eat off: black pewter- 


plates, to the ſavory reliſh: of brown bread,. 
and rancid butter. But Troy was not con- 
quered in a day, and I ſuffer without repin-- 
ing. 82 
Laſt Sunday the old putts, inſiſted on 
my going with them  to——, where doſt 
think ?—[ will give thee till next Sunday 
to gueſs— Wilt: thou believe it, Ralph? 
L was obliged to go with our frowly family 

8 10 


7 
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to church. I could not fight off — ſo in fult 
regimentals, I handed my charmer to the 
family pew, while my ſteps were purſued 
by an eye of wonder, which appeared fix- 
ed in the lengthened viſages of the gaping 
congregration. In good faith, 1 never un- 
der went a more perilous day s duty; for 
as I query whether a red coat had ever been 
ſcen within the holy walls, I dreaded the 
annoyance reſulting from inoffenſive euri- 
oſity. Devotion was for ſome time ſuſpend- 
ed on my appearance, nor could the pious 
-exhortations of the holy monitor regain 
their wonted attention, though 1 aſſiſted 
him, with a "moſt deeorous deportment; 
for, faith Ralph, I was a good deal aw- 
ed, in finding myſelf under a conſecrated 
roof. In ſhort, I think myſelf abſolutely 
entitled to fay, that I was the molt pious of 
the flock, Twere better, you't reply, 
they had ſtayed at home. Juſt ſo did I 
_ moralize—better avoid the place of wor- 
ſhip altogether, than n in it, irre 
2 

But a truce to teligion 1 leave it to the 
expoſition of the Biſhops, though, with 
all my wickedneſs, I ſubmit not, in reſpect 
for it, to any individual Father in God. 
We n were the laſt out of the church, as 
well as the laſt who entered it; an etiquette 


which I find is B obſerved by the 
0 Quality 
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Quality in this very civilized-country : and 
were eſcorted home by the ſame diſtorted 
features, which ſaluted our entrance into 
the church. The bumkins could not have 
ſtared more at the appearance of a dro- 
medary from the Arabian deſerts... _- 
Let fools court Xlinerva, the ſwelling. 
breaſt of Venus is the ſhrine of my adora- 
tion. You ſnall be appriſed of my move- 
ments; and in the intervals, let me know, 
how matters ſtand between Belinda and 
yourſelf, and occaſionally drop a ſpoonful 
of advice to, 9 580 2 54 


Vour implicit obſerver, 


FAN CIS DovLEy-. 
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Orrx have I witneſſed, in the match-- 
leſs Belinda, the expanſion of her heart, 
in acts of charity; and with rapture heard 
the ſentiments of her mind, while under 
the influence of benignitv. 

C3 A3 
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As fuch are the qualities of Belinda, me- 
thinks ſhe would not withhold her pity to 
the verieſt wretch, that ever courted death. 


She, whoſe heart will ſympathiſe with the 


unknown unfortunate ; ſurely wilt not mark 
me as a bold intruder on her delicacy, or a 
wanton wounder of her feelings. 

When I look back to thoſe moments, 


| (and that they were the happieſt of my 


life, let my cruel perſecution bear witneſs) 
—thoſe Eliſium moments I have paſſed in 
her company—When the angelic form of 
her whom I have loved to deſperation, ap- 


| peared to my tortured mind, I found it im- 


poſſible to meet my fate with becoming 


_ dignity : there remained ſomething to be 


done—fomething methought was due to her 


Q —and now the debt is paid. 


A wobec ſhort of my ſituation would 
not, perhaps, have impelled me, unſancti- 


fied, to addreſs you through the dauntleſs 


medium of a letter. Goodwill, whoſe 
friendly care over me is nearly releaſed, will 


ſpare me the pain of a recital of the cauſe 


of my diſgrace; and his narrative will be 
infinitely leſs diſtreſſing to you. Through 
him, I truſt to hear I have your pity and 
forgiveneſs, for I would not again wound 
your gentle nature, by requeſting further 
proof. Poſſeſſed of that, my mind will he 


tranquil, even in the loathſome cell of a 


priſon. 
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priſon. In return, I offer my prayers for 
your Protection — abe only ne Nn of 
the e 
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LINDA. 


| Wav, don't you write Klas lote Ew. 
ed up every park hugo ?. hats not a word: * 
—No rebuke for my laſt ; 
It matters not—Lam determidied to tor- 
ment thee; therefore, waving punctilios, 
here follows a-defcription of my ſecond in- 
terview with Captain Doyley- The dear 
fellow, finding the coaſt clear, flew to me, 
and, in the attitude of Romeo in the gat · 
den- ſcene, thus poured out his love 
_ - *& Source of my joy Thou balm of hu - 
„ man woe !—Solace of life —Roſe of 
* fragrancy !— Violet, ſcented with de- 
i light !—Lilly. of the valley, breathing 
* perennial odours Fair ſhrub planted 
« 2 the ſide of a purling rivulet —Moſly 
, dank, peeping over and inombratirg a 
cpi 
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% limpid fountain L oadſtone of univer- 
fal 1 . Centripetal force of bo- 
dies —Keviving electrical fire — Thou 
< art the lawyer's beſt fee — The phyſici- 
© cian's nervous fluid, animal cexconomy, 
% pulſe, prognoſtics, and diagnoſtics !|— 
The divine's. morning and nightly book 
„ of meditation — The philoſopher's dome! : 
« —The chemiſt's ſublimate. mercury !— 

« The machiniſt's completuſt engine for. 


I - 


9 diſcovering the perpetual motion The 
4 bright ſtar the pilot ſteers his courſe by, 
<« and the ſoldier's ladder for ſtorming a 
« citadel by eſcalade O thou conſtel- 
<« lation of pure radiancy of never-fading 
* effulgence, hew bleſt am I ta ſind thee 
& thus unſhackled from parental bonds 
< from the en. eye af thy fa- 
„ther.“ 

But this is a faint colouring of the pic- 
ture he drew; therefore, to improve its. 
luſtre, let me contraſt it, with one from the 
coarſe pencil of the ſwain of papa's choice. 
Scarce had my warrior left me, ere the ſer- 
vant announced the approach of Peter Plod- 
well, the rich farmer of Harrow-Houſe ; 
who, with a nad of his body, and a ſcrape of 
his foot, that would have daſhed. out the 
brains of my favourite lap dog, which was 
following him into the room, had not the 
little animal miraculouſly avoided the blow, 

he roars out 


Sarvant! 
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_ .. Sarvant!.Sarvant, Miſs— 
be Servant, Sir, is in the kitchen. 
He—O la, Miſs! how funny you are. 
I forebore replying, to enjoy his embar- 
raſſment. After twenty efforts, while I, 
at each Ma—and Miſs—and ha—and hem 
—affeted great attention, the ſavage at 
laſt ſtammered out 
Hal—h—h— had my poor mother been 
living, it would have been the comfort of 
her old age, to know that I was permitted 
to pay my devours to you, Miſs; and as 
you are of»a good family, I will not ſtand 
for fortune, but leave all that to Nelke 
Benne, your father. 
dir, you are ſo polite and conde- 
ſcending, that,— 
 He—( interrupting me) Nay, for the mat- 
ter of that, Miſs, I ſpeak as I think—1 
have a good farm, Miſs, and all my own, 
and though I ſay it, nobody keeps it in bet- 
ter order, I have a thouſand fine oaks, 
Miſs, that- ſhall be felled for a vedding 
fupper for all the country. 
[—Lord, Sir 
He—t will have an ox roaſted alive at the - 
head of the table, and ſheep and calves for 
ſide diſhes. The great ciſtern ſhall be filled 
with ale, wine put into the beer barrels, 
and punch made in the brewing tubs. 
I Sir — 8 
Fl mm 


— 


38  " FORTESCVUE. 


He—Then Miſs we will have country 
dances in the great paſture, I will fend for 
all the pariſh muſic in the hundred, and fix 
the church-organ in the middle of the field. 
 F-(endeavoured to ſpeak, but could not 
Nlide i in a ſingle word )— 

 He—Inſtead of ſtrewing flowers before 
us, as we come out of church, I will buy all 
the raiſins and figs in the pariſh—pive the 
rector five pund for tying us together, and 
a guinea a day to the ringers, or a week. 
together. 8 

On this he ſuddenly nere catches: 
me in his gigantic arms, and almoſt diſo- 
cated my whole frame 82725 a Pug, as he 
ealled it. 

E apping his face with all my might * 
Hold, Sir — the bells have not: rung, nor. 
is the parſon paid. 

As ſoon as 1 could enn myſelf, I 
ſprang from the MER and eſcaped to 


99 8 chamber. 
Rl and Win 
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GOODWrLL, | om 
i Bea, May 19th, 17 


B Y the date of this, you will end that T 
am emancipated from my durance vile. 
The effect was ſudden, as unexpected. My . 
friend, the Colonel, returned with orders 
for the immediate embarkation of the regi- 
ment for Gibraltar, and the next morning 
reinſtated me in liberty, r and ho- 
nour. \ 
I found, that e on hearing my ftuation, he 
ordered the attendance of the officers ; and, 
in addition to the ſuſpicions which hourly 
gained credit, that the vanquiſhed had been 
caught in his own ſnare, he alſo laid before 
them, the indecent and incoherent expreſſi- 
ons made by Want man in his preſence reſ- 
pecting me. Theſe remonſtrances, from 
the mouth of authority and veracity, ſoon 
turned the ſcale of prejudice in my favour. 
As the hardened and bloody villain, when 
overtaken by juſtice, in a moment loſes his 
ferocity, and degenerates into the moſt ab- 
je& coward —ſo rank Wantman, from the 
intelligence, 
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intelligence, that a Court of Enquiry was 
ordered to take our ſeveral depoſitions. He 
inſtantly acquitted me of any premeditated - 
intent, and imputed his misfortune to his 
incbriety. There remained no time to in- 
veſtigate his conduct; indeed it appeared 
the unanimous opinion, that he had met 
his deſerts. We therefore left him, to make 
a.miſerable exit from a world, wherein. he 


| had acted a ſcene of infam 7. 25 
nbd. had 


tranquiliſed my mind. The 4 lines which 
ſpoke of Belinda, , ſufficiently repaid me for 
an age of ſuffering. .1 cannot, will not, 
. * the happineſs.of naming her, and my 
friend muſt bear with me. Do not with- 
hold a continuation of your entertaining and 
amuſing correſpondence; it will cheer the 
heavy hours, make. grim-viſaged war leſs 
horrible, and ſoothe 1 l feel, in leave 
ing my native wenn g. | 


W. Fog TESOUE.. 


— 


Wokrnay 
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WORTHY. 
7” == Lodge, 24th May," 17 | 


— 


'Tryroven the narrow and dangerous 
path that leads to the Hymeneal altar, un- 
limited confidence, placed in your own ſex, 
often proves a moſt fatal obſtruction. En- 
vy, under the guiſe of friendſhip, will often 
ſap the foundation; and jealouſy, in a ſin- 
gle moment, deſtroy a ſuperſtructure built 
on the pureſt love, and turn, at one glance, 
friendſhip to a thread. I have ſeen a fond 
pair, as it were, on a ſmooth road, look- 
ing back to the rugged paths over which 
they had journied, and overjoyed in the 
anticipation of reaching the extremity—at 
once ſunk in a quick-ſand, while the 
© green-eyed monſter,” foſtered by a female 
confidante, beheld-them, and' diſtorted their 
horrid viſage, into wrinkles of ſatisfaction. 

If you muſt impart the progreſs of your 
love, or, perhaps, if you are determined to 
enjoy the recital of your triuthphs, look for 
a man of ſenſe, candour, and generoſity— 

"© 
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to him open your heart: his candour will 
not miſinterpret either your warmth, or 
your timidity—his generoſity will not per- 
mit him to betray you, and his good ſenſe 
will enable him to guide you in the doubt- 
ful paths, and to rectify your accidental de- 
viations into erroneous | ones. He who 
knows his own fex, can with caſe detect the 
windings of the artful, and the ſeductions 
of the geceitful. EY 
Diſſimulation is alſo a common, and even 
ſometimes an applauded error in your ſex, 
and is therefore generally too deeply rooted 
to be extirpated. Something of this I nam- 
ed in my laſt; and in addition, remember, 
that candour, through the veil of delicacy, 
is the moſt endearing proof you can give 
your lover of your worth. Treat him with 
a generous openneſs, conceal not your ſen- 
timents from him, and attend to his with 


care. Human nature is never perfect; you 


therefore may find in him prejudices and er- 
rors. If you cannot combat the former, 
you ought to comply with them, becauſe 
they ſeldom lead to a dangerous tendency ; 
and if you cannot correct his errors, bear 
with them, as long as they do not affect re- 
ligion or morality ; but on the firſt moment 
you diſcover either, from that moment deſ- 
piſe and reje& him. He who is not juſt 
to mankind, cannot be ſo to you; and the 


= 


FORTESCUE. 43 


man who reveres not his God, no ties can 
bind. | | Col $4 98% bs 0 

Tis needleſs to warn you againſt ſuffering 
the ſmalleſt indelicate liberty ; I ſhall there- 
fore only. obſerve on this head, that you 
muſt bind your lover in the bonds of ex- 
pectation, and raiſe his impatience without 
gratifying it. F208 


7 J. Wos rnx. 


GOODWILL |. 
"47 a7 Tn te 
FORTESCUE, AT GIBRALTAR. _ 
London, May 28th, 17— | 


I KNOW of no worldly circumſtance, 
that has afforded me the ſatisfaction I ex- 
perienced in the hearing of the interpoſition 
of Providence in your favour; which, ad- 
ded to the ſurmiſe your laſt warrants me in, 
that with your ignominious bonds you have 
thrown off the ſhackles of love, compleatly - 
reinſtates you in my opinion: and inſures 
| you 


» 
| 
| 
N 


lecture, the devotion and attention of a 


Hie appeared affected at my diſcourſe, and 


deſire of being convinced that my ſurmiſe 


whom [I had heard but little, although his 


pondence of Sterne. 


— > — — 2 —— — — —— — — — 
: 
1 


ſeſſed of a trifling manuſcript copy of his 
writing—a declaration he received with no 


.. ly ſtitched in marble paper, what he called 
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you a continuance of my caſual remarks, 
which you are pleaſed to ſpeak of, in terms 
Ahne enen 


Among my auditors, at the laſt Sunday's 


Black Man particularly attracted my notice: 


through his dingy complexion, I thought 1 
could read a cultivated underſtanding. A 


was juſt, added to the with of encouraging 
what I thought a phenomenon in religion, 
induced me to queſtion him on religious to- 
pics. Inſtead of finding him, as Þ expee- 
ted, of a mind ſomething ſuperior to his 
uninformed and unfortunate fraternity ; he 
both aſtoniſhed and delighted me, I found 
him to be Ic6naTivs Sancyo—a man of 


abilities were dignified, even by the correſ- 
have paid him ſeveral viſits, and gene- 
rally found him employed at his deſk, while 
his wife, a neat mulatto woman, - attended 
to the concerns of a ſmall retail ſhop in 
Weſtminſter. I expreſſed a deſire to be paſ- 


U - 


ſmall ſatis faction. He immediately untied 
a bundle of papers, and preſented me, neat- 


his 
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his © laſt finiſhed nonſenſe; adding, that 
he had collected it from the narrative of ' a 
wretched man of his own complexion, who 
had long dragged a miſerable life on the 
eleemoſynary alms of the ſtreets of London; 
and which I have copied for your peruſal. 


"Tas 


* 
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HISTORT OF OTANG, 
AN INDOSTAN SLAVE; 

BY IGNATIUS SANCH®O.. 


AT that period of the eighteenth centu- 
ry, when the regiſter of human nature dif- 
played the errors, the vices, and the virtues 
of mankind, in the moſt ſuperlative and 
glaring colours, OTANnsc, a flave of Indoſ- 
tan,-journeying from Calcutta to the city 
of Delhi, with diſpatches of a ſecret and 
important nature, grew faint with exceſs of 
travel ; and ſtretching his exhauſted limbs 
under the ſhade of a palm tree, pronounced 
the following emphatic and intereſting eja- 
culation—“ Immortal Alla! what an en- 
feebled wretch is Otang, who, though 
in the ſacred path of freedom, is unable 
** to proceed without repoſe! O ſor the 
<* panther's bounding nerve !—the eagle's 
«é pinion !—or rather, holy Alla! the light- 
V ning's inſtant ſpeed !—But, alas! ſince 
& nature's claims are irreſiſtible, do thov, 
Father of mercy, protect and comfort the 
| | | 6 ſoit 
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4 ſoſt partner of my heart, and the tender 
_ © pledges of my connubial joys; who long 
« for my return, as drooping roſe-buds for, 
« the morning ſun!” A tear of mixed 
emotion fell from his ardent eye—he bows. 
ed with reverence to heaven, and, in.a few 
moments, extreme fatigue wrapt him in 

the leaden arms of fleep: ' 7,5 00x 
The place was remote from human foot- 
ſtep—it was the haunt of man's inveterate 
foe—the property of the monſters of the 
woods, but by many leagues the neareſt. 
road to Delhi; and the reward of expediti- 
on—Liberty—diſpelled, in the breaſt of 
Otang, the apprehenſion of danger. When 
ſleep had reſtored his exhauſted power, he 
awoke, and repeating a ſhort prayer, pre- 
pared for a continuance of his journey. He 
again darted forward—his impulſive ſoul 
was bent upon liberty—he regarded only 
the goal of his progreſſion, and to that alone 
applied his thoughts and ſtrength. 2 
After accelerating a journey of eight 
hours, without reſt or bod. nature once 
more grew faint; beſides, the approach of 
night made it impoſſible for him to proceed. 
He collected a quantity of dry fuel, and 
kindled a fire at the foot of a large tree; 
when eating an handful of dried rice, and 
drinking a little water, he prayed, and again 
ſought the renovating comfort of repoſe. 
The 
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The ſhadows” of night now fell; and the 
diſtant bellowings of wild beaſts, rendered 
the ſcene ſupremely terrific. Yet Otang 
enjoyed a kind of broken ſlumber until day- 
light; when, ſtarting up, he renewed his 
route, directed only by the ſun, and ſup- 
ported alone by the ardour of his expectati- 
ons. He had not travelled a league, when 
the mangled carcaſe of a dead animal in- 
formed him that danger was not remote. 
On one ſide was a thick foreſt, and on the 
other a branch of the Ganges, to which, as 
an expedient of ſecurity, he immediately 
inclined. At that moment a tyger, of 
enormous magnitude, followed by a female 
and two whelps of the ſame ſpecies, appear- 
ed ſtalking round a projection of the foreſt. 
The ſoul of Otang funk within him: and 
fear and prudence- united, urged him to 
verge as cloſe as poſſible to the river. The 
prowling ſavage ſoon perceiving him, ſtops 
d ſhort, as if to contemplate on the me- 
thod of his deſtruction; and, turning to 
his companions, ſeemed to grumble a kind 
of ſanguinary conſultation. Almoſt con- 
gealed with terror, and expecting every 
moment to become the prey of accumulated 
hunger, the heart of Otang ſuſpended its 
function, and the deſpairing hope of ever 
returning, pierced his inmoſt ſoul. The 
monſter approached in a ſemicircular direc- 
| 93 tion, 


_ Wer n * 19 
tion, and with 4 bold and 3 ry aſpect 
Otang tightly! cottceived-that it Was 285 itt- 
tention & his ſubtle enemy to cut off his 
retreat to the river; and that when zdvatt- 
ced to à certain àiſtance, to make a ſudden 
and fatal ſpring. He was therefore exqui- 
fitely watehfal ef that period; and the in- 
ftant be perecbed the animal contract his 
dody for that purpoſe, threw bimſelf with 
violence into the- current. With terror he 
peheld the ſoe, in purſuit of him, immer- 
ged above his breuſt in the water, but he 
ſtopped on a ſudden, and, doubrlefs through 
fear of the element, returned to His 12035 . 
aſſociates, grouling with rage and N | 
E ML 4s 6 

Otang for ſome time rafpelacd Hinifelf 
in the watet, in hopes of rerurtſing to the 
hore, and purſuing his route; but the ſa- 
vage terror of the wood fill purſued im 
with his eye. Otang faw' there Was no other 
method of eſcapiiig the: tyger's fury, put 
that of gaining the cpp Mon; read. | 
ful alternative The river Was why wide, 
and the current towards che middſe too ra- 
pid to be ſtemmed by man; yet he ma 
the attempt, aſter invoking his God, tb 
give him tren an He was as expert in 
ſwimming, as le was fwift of foor, The 
poor bird, to obtain i its liberty in vam at- 
tempts to force the Wire of its cage a8 


9... _ 4neftetual 
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ineffectual were Otang's ** 
current ; for. he was driven with great vela· 
city A conſiderable. diſtance; whenever be 
_ faced the ſtream. Exhauſted, and panting 
for breath, he looked towards the unfriend- 
ly. ſhore.—The ſavage family no longer ap- 
Peared to his dying eye but, alas! the di- 


tance was too great for him to regain. His 


legs had already yielded; and with a feeble 
motion of his hands he barely ſupported 
his head above the water, while he offered 
2 prayer for bis helpleſs family. At this 
awful criſis, ſomething ſtruck againſt, his 
Aide, and the blow ſent the unhappy Otang 
Into the boſom of the deep. The -drewn- 

ing man, when bereft of ſenſe, will ſeize 
a ſtone at:the bottom, and when he. riſes, 
previous to final diſſolution, will involun- 
tarily hold out his hand for that aſſiſtance 
which is not near, and eatch the air - ſuch 
was the ſtate of Otang, when he ſeized the 
ſubſtance which had ſtruck him. It was 


a large log of wood, capable of ſupporting 


bis weight, and he ſoon recovered ſtrength 

to ſeat himſelf upon it. Ere he had time 
for thought, the log again caught the ſtream, 
and Otang f found himſelf carried down it 


with great velocity. His attention was now 


employed to ſeize, as it floated paſt him, 
Jomething which he mig ht uſe as an oar; 
| but, beto ore he could accompliſh te 
* 0 
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found himſelf approaching a vortex formed 
by a recent inundation, and was ſoon again 
immerged into the deep, and daſhed againſt 


4 


the bottom with great violence. He did 
not quit his hold, but roſe again, to under- 
go a ſimilar fate, for he found himſelf again 
approaching the center. Convinced” that 
a ſecond abſorption would prove fatal, he 
determined on ſpringing. from the log to- 
wards the land; and, after infinite f 
gling, happily attained it. He was now 
on the oppoſite ſhore to that from which he 
had fled, * which was cultivated and inhabi- 
ted. He found rice, and other refreſh. 
ments, of which he cat, and then reſigned 
himſelf to ſleep, but was ſoon rouſed by the 
cries of diſtrels. He directed his eyes to 
the place from whence the found came, and 
at a diſtance ſaw a venerable old man, the 
Chief of the country, who, together with 
his family, had been ſurpriſed and ſeiſed by 
robbers; and a youth, his ſon, upon their 
knees, ſupplicating mercy of two armed 
ruffians. The ſituation of this ſcene of hor- 
ror fortunately excluded Otang from the 
ſight of the barbarians. He warily ap- 
proached, and found a club well ſuited to 
attempt executing the impulſe of his mind. 
Mediating on the practicability of reſcuing 
the unfortunate, he diſtinctly heard the old 
man's ſupplications— Mercy! Merey !“ | 
D 2 exclaimed * 
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exclauned the old captive, are you not 
* ag ny With plundering me, and tea "TE 
„ing my child from me, bt you. 
my lite?“ The op of-Otang. could, 
no 1 reſtrain itſelf, and though 15 
ſtrength was by no means recovered, be 
ruſhed upon the robbers, and ſhivered their 
Tpears, whigh were. pointed to the victims. 
And purſuing, the advantage, which, ſur- 

priſe had gained him, he quickly levelled, 
the villains With the earth. 2 

* Bleſled, be God,“ exclaimed. che old | 
man —“ and yet I with not-to live—0. Nu. 

4 gata 0 my child! 11,44 Speak, | 
terrupied Huang ell. meet me 6 | 
* her; too! Pg Alas. alas! 9 returned 
the parent, the robbers are many in num- 
„ber they haye ſeized the ſpotleſs pearl, 
< of my family, and are dragging her te 
« the bed of pollution, while ſome of them 
<< remained to put us to death.!”* Where 
” are your friends and neighbours :? con- 
nued Otang—“ let me find them— I vii 
lead them on, and finiſh, the work I have 
<< begun! -I he old man pointed to ſome 
diſtane huts, and directed his ſon to lead the 
Way. They. haſtened to the village, and 
Toon alarmed, the inhabitants, who appeared 
eager to revenge the inſult offered to their 
chief; but feared their numbers would be 


unable to Wer the armed robbers. 
85 Otang 
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Otang animated the half-reſolved natives, 
and led them forth rudely armed, in pur- 
ſait of the banditti. A cloud of duſt ſoon 
diſcovered their route, and at the ſight ob 
them, the heart of Otang beat high, whallt 
thoſe- of the daſtardiy natives ſunk within 
them. He was animated with glory, while 
they mere overcome with fear. With ſuck 
* ardent zeal did he preſs forward, that on 
His near approach to the rear of the plun- 
derers, turning round to ſurvey the diſpoſi- 
tion of the little army, he found them re- 
treating in the "moſt diſhonourable con- 
fuſion, and Hiram, in vain, attempting to 
rally them. Otang too late fa the effect 
of his temerity—he had not time for 
thought; for, looking again on the ban 
ditti, he pereeived two of them advaneing, 
with rapid ſtrides, towards: him. He de- 
termined, inſtead of following the degraded 
fugitives, to ſhape his 'courfe to a different 
quarter, and lead his purſuers a chace far 
wide of both parties; conſoling himſelf un- 
der the hope that one of them might fall 
into his error, by outruning his companion, 
and thereby afford him an equal combat, 
ere the other could advance. Otang found 
himſelf much ſwifter of foot than his pur- 
ſuers, therefore he could eaſily practiſe his 
ſcheme of ſeparating them. He who can- 
not ecounteract the motions of the inexpe- 
| | rienced, 
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rienced; is not qualified for a villain. The 


robbers, ſide by fide, kept a ſteady pur- 
ſuit; but, finding their endeavours incffec- 
tual, they deliberately returned. 

The rapidity with which theſe alarming 
_ events followed each other, allowed Otang 
no time for recollection ; but now he ex- 
perienced every horror of mind, which ac- 


cumulated diſtreſs can convey, He found 
himſelf in a country with which he was en- 


tirely ignorant, overrun witl: robbers, and 


which did not produce the neceſſaries of life. 
The heat of the ſun was intenſe, and a deſert 


of ſand lay before him. Certain of periſh- 
ing, if he remained long in meditation, he 
determined to preſs forward, as he conceiv- 
ed, in the ſame direction which had marked 
his flight, in hopes of finding a termination 


to the deſert ; he therefore renewed his 


pace, but foon apprehended that he was 


not gaining upon the object of his wiſhes. 


This uneaſineſs inclined him to fancy he 
law objects which did not ex iſt; and to 
give way to every ſenſation that might 
toothe or divert him. He liſtened to every 


echo—be mounted every drift of ſand, 


for a treth proſpect; and once he was reno- 
vated. in tracing, as he conceived, the 


windings of a gentle river, through diſtant 


_ trees, . watering a large track of fertile plain, 
with innumerable eircumvolutions. The 


pleaſing 
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pleaſing object was ſoon enveloped in the 
ſhade of night, which approached in awful 
majeſty; and a tempeſt ſuddenly gathered 
round his head. He was now rouſed by 
his danger to quick and painful remem- 
brance of his folly ; and determined to do 
what. he thought yet remained in his power 
to avoid it—to-tread back the ground he 
had paſſed, and endeavour to regain the vil 

lage. He proſtrated himſelf on the ground, 
and recommended himſelf to the God of 

nature. He roſe with more confidence and 
tranquility, and preſſed on his return, with 
his ſabre in his hand; for the terrors of the 
wood were in motion, and on all ſides were 
heard the mingled howls of hunger. Al 
the horrors. of the dark combined to dif- 
may him — the wind roared with the beaſts 
in horrid, diſcord! Thus forlorn and dig. 
treſſed, he wandered until nature was en- 
tirely exhauſted... His breath grew ſhort 
his knees trembled— his legs refuſed their 
office —and he was compelled to throw him- 

ſelf down in reſignation to his fate ; when, 
on the inſtant, he beheld afar off the glim- 
mering of a ligag t. 

Hoy ſyweet is life! Otang, forgetting 
his nerveleſs ſtate, ſprung up. and haſtened 
to this beam of comfort. But, alas! on 
his approach he ſaw new dangers. He had 
hailed thoſe who bore the light; and they, 


from 
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from. a hope of mutual aſſiſtanee, waited 
his approach. Ere they could identity him, 
by the athitance of the light he diſcovered 
his purſuers, who had loſt ſightfof their 
companions, and were reduced to his owh. 
ſituation. This Otang ſaw at a diſtance, 
but be could not be ſeen by them: the 
light they carried gave him this advantage. 
He converſed with them unſuſpected; and 
while they curſed him as the cauſe of their 
misfortune, he was meditating revenge. 
One of them, more fatigued than his com. 
3 laid down, decfaring his inabilit 
10 go farther. the. villaity who bore. 11 
light ſtill wandered, regardleſs of” the in- 
ie of the other!” Otang now thought 
revenge at hand—his, breaſt® glowed with 


the grateful paſſion—ie wpproached unſuf- 


pected, and diſpatchedi him without a groan; 
men purſuing the ſteps of the other, and 
finding (himſelf on an equality, with the 


impulſe of a brave mind, he called to him to 


defend himſelf againſt that fate, which his 
wicked companion Had juſt experiericed— 
„ Otang,“ continued he, vhoſe life you 
2 « fought is advancing—he'whom you fatal- 

purſued, and for whoſe deſtruction 
1 curſes are ſtill upon thy lips defend thy- 


4 ſelf againſt the revenge of thy devoted 
victim!“ — Thus ſpoke the N Otang. 


| as he ruſhed; upon his foc.. 
The 
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The robber was driven to that ſtate of 
danger which makes the coward” brave. 
He for ſome time defended -himfelf, but 
the light he carried gave Otang a great ad- 
vantage; he could thereby ſee where to 
direct his blows, while the villain ſtruck at 
random. Otang ſoon (levelled him to the 
earth; diſpatched his ſoul to the infernal 
regions, and left his body a prey to the ſa- 
vage inhabitants of the deſert. He ſtripped 
their bodies of what he thought might 
prove uſeful to him, and in a ſort of Wallet, 
he found a fmall ſupply of proviſſons, and 
having refreſhed himſelf, he left the feene 
of blood. He had not journied far, ere lie 
heard the beaſts, attracted by the ſcent of 
the vanquiſhed, ſcampering from all quar- 
ters, in ſearch of the prey. Many of them 
paſſed near him, but his light proved a ſuf- 
ficient protection. The day at laſt began to 
dawn, and he plainly ſaw a termination to 
the deſert; but the light alſo preſented to 
him a ſtill more dangerous enemy than what 
he bad recently overcome—he ſaw a lion, 
of prodigious ſize and ferocity, in purſuit of 
him, aided by all his natural cunning. But 
as he was alſo well acquainted with the na- 
ture of the lion, and the manner of ſeizing 
its prey, and had time to meditate his eſcape, 

he hit on a method of ſaving his life, for 
Which he may thank his ſkill in zoology. 

| 8 For 
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For this purpoſe he affected a 0 gait, 
towards a high rock, at the extremity. of 
the deſert, which he found level at the top, 
and with a perpendicular precipice on one 
ſide of it. Sitting himſelf down upon the 
edge of this precipice, to his great joy he 
found that the lion alſo made a halt: then 
' fliding a little down, below the upper edge, 
upon a little projection of the rock, he 
waited the approach of the lion. But in 
order to deceive him more, he placed his 
bat and cloak upon his ſabre, making with 
them à gentle motion. his crafty expedi- 
ent was: crowned with fucceſs. He had not 
deen long thus prepared, before the lion 
came creeping ſoftly towards him like a cat, 
and miſtaking the cloak for its wearer, took 
his leap, and was daſhed to pieces. 
Otang proceeded towards the fertile 
plain, and ſoon diſcovered an immenſe 
river, on which a large ſhip rode at anchor. 
As he approached the Chriſtian navigators, 
fondly hoping he had found an end to his 
misfortunes, and while he anticipated a 
ſpeedy ſight of the partner of his heart, and 
bis beloved offspring, a gang of Britith | 
ſailors ruſhed upon him; and in contempt 
of the moſt heart-wounding ſupplications, 
_ dragged him on board their veſſel, which 
had long laid at anchor, waiting for hands 


to navigate her home, His diſpatches, 
| "2 * | 
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which would:have proved a protection to 
him, were deſtroyed by the rapidiry of the 
current, in which he had been ſo long im- 
merged; and nothing could avert his fate 
of being tranſported from his native coun-. 
try. 

| On the arrival of the. 'Beſborolig ;h Falt- 
Indiaman, in the year 177 9, be d Was dine 
aſhore, an Matt wanderer in this great 
city to drag à miſerable life upon the 
wretched ſuſtenance, procured from the 
ſcanty alms its inhabitants beſtew. upon 
thoſe whom God ban formed, of mp,.com- 


plexion. 
In the next page, I found the following 
ſpecimen of mne 8 poctical ablli- 


ties : MIKE WW tt e 
„ " MP w# T4460] F 4 tO: 381! * 1 \ 
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WHEN' the merit Gol the . 
Spread her ſhady. mantle. of light ; 
And the gale, gently dying. Way, 
Breathed ſoft on. the boſom; of 5 748 


On the deck, poor Otang still ſtöod, 
And ſi gh'd forth his ber tale, 
While bis tears ſtole into the flood, 
His Ig paſs'd unheard in the gale, 


"ILAN To 


60 FORT ESC E- 
; To: tear me from all I hold dear 2 Weed 101 J 


In ſpite of my paying 


teur, 
Thoꝰ midſt his dire foe I have ag. 6 


The Gods of the mercileſs band, 
Sure on ſuch ſins ever muſt . * 
For ſuch horrid « crimes in our land, 


Be, O Alla! for ever unknown n 


Let fleep from my eyelids depart, 
My Zelida's muſical tongue, 

Shall ſweetly vibrate in my heart, 
When all other comfort is gone. 


Methinks thro' the ſilence of night, r M 

I The bleſt ſtrains reſound in my ear; 

And mournful beyond the wan light, 
I fee her lov'd image appear. | 


Flow tears, down my cheeks. ever flow, 
But let not fond hope e' er depart; 
And then let the arrow of woe, 


Drink deep of the ſtreams of my bear. 


Ere her form from his fancy was 
And his childrens prattle quite dead; 

He found, in the chains he had beine 
Each fond hope for ever had fled! 


1 
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FARMER PLO D-WEL.L 
EBENEZER HAIRBRAIN, - Exc. 
| Dear Bennet, 0 1 . 


* 


1 TAKE this "firſt oportunity to let you 
to underſtand, that your doter has behaved 


will 


to me with great cruelti. - In return for 
telling her of the grat prepperations I w 
make at our wedding, ſhe ſlapt my face, 
and ran way. I am afraid, Benne, you 
have ſpailed: her, for want of the horſe- 
whip; for the will take badly to it when 
ſhe is marred, and Pm ſartain I cannot ſtand 
ſuch ſaucenefs in a wife. I hope you will 

have HOP in better order wee I cum 1 59 


Tour- 8 to conimant; 


PETER PLopwzs, 


% Harrow Hale. 


CAPTAIN 
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eee | zoth Moy, 7+ 


12 be fate bk the- wars, both:of Mars 
and Venus, thy operations have been in 
imminent danger; and thy warrior has had 
a narrow eſcape from being blown up in the 
trench, which he himſelf had dug. 

Thou wilt ſuppoſe, that the Fates + ſudden- 
ly conſpired againſt me—No the girl is 
kind—the,.mother -courteaus—and-. — fa- 
ther ſhaking his ſides by the hour, at my 
nonſenſe; and yet was I yeſterday nearly 


outdone by—What doſt think ?—why by 


virginity toughened in man hating, from full 
forty years agony of diſappointed love. 
Miſs Bridget Hairbrain, the eldeſt ſiſter 
of Squire Beune, to the great mortification 
of every one, and to my apparent ruin; 
arrived at Crazy Hall on Tueſday laſt, 
agreeable to annual cuſtom. But ere I pro- 
ceed upon her attack upon me, I mult en- 
deavour to deſcribe to youthis © excreſcence 


of 


of nature.“ She had paſſed that elimacte - 
ric, in which old maids are deſcribed with 


lank and pale viſages, ſcraggy necks, and 
flabby breaſts ; for as ſhe fell into years, 
ſhe alſo fell into fleſh: and in this one in. 
ſtance rode a cheat on mankind; by carry- 
ing the outward appearance of having been 
a happy mother. Hogarth, who held old 
maids in merited diſguſt, has drawn, among 
his caricatures, - 2 ſuch a figure. 


Her neck reſembles a collar of brawn, 


divided by circles, which compreſs the fat. 
Her arms, in magnitude, rival the thighs 
of the Farneſian God; and, in colour, 
outſhine the face of Bardolph, the fiery fur- 
nace which lighted Falſtaff from tavern to 
tavern. Her boſom—aid me, good mo- 
ther of invention, to do it juſtice !—ap- 


peared like two umbras, which heaved like 


the bellows of a glaſs-houſe, and lit her 
eyes into 'a flame, dreadful to behold! 
Agreeable to the preſent. faſhion of youthful 
females, ſhe wore no cap, but diſcovered 
trefles of black hair, more potent than 
Sampſon's. But what words can paint the 
exceſs of malice and vulgarity predominant 
in her viſage !---An inflated hide, that ſeems 
burſting with venom---a brow, wrinkled 


by a Sardonic grin, that threatens all the 
vengeance an enraged fury would rejoice 


to execute. Her noſe, overgrown with fat, 
appears 


e - 
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— — — bo nm —„%“Ü9 we — On - — = — — _ 


64 FORTESCUE. 


ars almoſt flat; and her teeth, deſerted 
| by the gum, reſemble the broken roots of 


à decayed tree. 


Such ideas of warmth Le this moun- 
tain of quaggy fleſh communicate, that; 
without byperbole; one might ſwear, ſhe 
would parch the earth ihe trod on, thaw a 
frozen coachman, and. overheat a foun- 
This human hydra immediately directed 
her infectious hiſſes at me. She began, by 
being aſtoniſhed that her — Benne 
e would harbour ſuch varmint under the 

ſame roof with his daughter.“ I was 
upon the point of coming at once to a charge 
upon the enemy, from whom I expected no 
quarter ; had not the looks of the little ro- 
mantic, wench ordered me to halt. Benne 
burſt into a horſe laugh, and mamma 
* wondered at her ſiſter- in. law” s impolite- 
_ <- nels to an entire ſtranger.” Miſs Bridget, 
| however, continued—railed—grew outrage- 


ous—almoſt choaked herſelf with paſſion, © 


which raiſed a ſtorm of fat in her throat— 
and, at laſt, waddled out of the room, 
growling with rage and diſappointment. 
This ſtorm was —— by a ſullen 
calm, which laſted, to our great joy, for 
the remainder of the day. After ſupper, 
when the ladies had retired, my hoſt, filling 


A * * Confuſion to old. maids,” | 
an 


5 


continued he, 


bu 


 #6KXESEVE 
and broke out in's. Krain f ditfhe ton) 
againſt his venetable ter! After Afltet- 


taining me with an acebount of het progteſ- 


ſions. toi ſtale yirginity—* Pllnow give you,” 
| de an mſtance of what ſhe 
called, becoming female delta ” _ 

He told me that his uncle, with whom 
Miſs Biddy lived to take care of his houſe, - 
was a great antiquarian, and had a large 
collection of ancient and admirable ſtatues. 


Tu compliment to the ladies, his uncle had 
contrived a veil over ſuch parts, as the ces. 


doth of the ancients had too much expbſtd, 


He thought modeſty itfelf required nothing 


more, but Biddy convinced him, he ha 
left his work unfiniſhed, A marble lap- dog 
was not, it ſeems, provided with a veil, for, 
as it laid in a very quiet poſition, he could 
not entertain an idea, that it conveyed the 
ſmalleſt imodeſty. But the chaſte eyes of 
Biddy were offended; and ſhe actually 
made little Shock an apron, in iinitation f 
thoſe her uncle had placed on the human 
figures. If,“ continues the * ſquire, ſhe 
ever attacks you again, you will foon 
i ſtop her clack, by naming the Dog in 
wit Abt orator | 
Faith, Ralph, I begin to grow actually 
in love; and the eceentricities of this fami- 
ly,. unconnected by art, begin to be fami- 
liariſed to me. But as LRknow thy ſovereign 
1 8 contempt 
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| contempt to any thing that ſmells of matri- 
mony, I muſt not admit the Al 
Taggeſt in Wore to thy pupil. 


Faaxcs Dover, 


"TRE ANSW ER TO THE ; LAST. 
= 6 | London, Sunday Morning 


| ar. wilt thou!—when thou'rt 
old, and lack famina, to ring the changes 
of this emporium of ſenſual joys—then 
may'ſt thou marry, and © take a wife to 
4 mortify withal!'“ Matrimony another 
ſuch a word, and by all the myſteries of 
Venus will I caſt thee "How my counſels, and 
leave: thee, naked and expoſed to the rank- 
ling wounds of, Cupid's arrows. | 
- A to. thy tutor, as thou art pleaſed to 
2 me, againſt whoſe 3 love 
ft en e but never could find 
— yet, ſail I not in a ſea,” of 
delight 2 call not in pleaſure At- 
tack her by ſtratagem win her * oY 
but, do not ak + her | | | 
: 1k N Ft Mark me !— 2 
Di eee Raton RavTER 
\ Berinpa 
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lun, June 24 17 
f N A 
My DEAR sR 


F ORTESCUE's- letter, which I 8 
you on our laſt meeting, leaves an impreſ- 
ion on my mind, that baffles all my at- 
tempts to ſhake off. 1 cannot help feeling 
for him to a degree, which, I much fear, 
exceeds the: bounds of friendſhip ;- but to 
effect his enlarg gement, could I not confent 
to my weaknels being betrayed. Even a 
protector, ſuch as you have ever proyed 
ourſelf, ſhould remain in ignorance of it; 
did not his goodneſs enforce me to be in- 
genuous, in return for his kind, and I firm-' 
ly believe, Ju ſentiments, on the awful 
ſubjed of love. The. unfavourable impreſ- 
hon his being an officer, has made on you, 
will, Jam certain, be done away in our 
knowledge of the man—his modeſt diff... _ 
dCence—his unaſſuming behaviour—his gen- 
teel deportment—and, in ſhort, all thoſe 


qualities which captivate the female heart. 
Such 


* — 
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Such is the character of Forteſcue judge 
then, what pain 1 muſt feel, in laying the 
charge of villainy, to one of the ſame pro. 
feſſion; but, I thank God, as much a 
ſtranger to the man, as to his. deeds. A 
Major Ranter, a man of moft unfeemly ' 
perſon, advanced in years, and poſſeſſed 
of every dangerous acquirement to com- 
plete the trade of villainy: and who it ſeems 
had ſome knowledge of my father, on 
which he builds a- claim to admiſſion to our 
houſe—has, in open violation of friendſhip, 
and in contempt to the laws of nature, of. 
fered an unpardonable inſult to my. honour. 
Soon did 1 find the value of your precepts; 
by them I conducted myſelf. The major 
left us very abruptly, and. I have reaſon to 
think, will not venture to repeat his un- 
welcome viſits. Your good mother, with 
her eyes ſuffuſed in tears of joy, bleſſes the 
hour ſhe bore you; and ſtrictly enjoins me 
to engrave your advice in my hear, 1 
needed not, on this head, her maternal 
advice. This unworthy Major, will ne- 
verthelefs, I truſt, be of ſome advantage 
to me; for I live in hope that his conduct 
will prove the ſubje& of a letter from you to 


Vour dutiful, 


ELIN DPA WorTtHy. 


CAPTAIN 


Daene 
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” Crazy Hall, June gth, 17— 


I AM till thy tacit obferver in all things. 


Thy experienced wiſdom can pardon the 


indiſcretions of youth,  1:thrive apace—for 
inſtance—our laſt interview— 


Give me, fair Helen, but the key to 


your citadel of love?“ — 


% Key to love!” returned ſhe, —** La, 
« Sir, What kind of key is the: key to love? 
Where can! ty it Wy ho ſells it !— 
Of what is it made? 

« Tis a treaſure,” ton 1. which 
you, bright conſtellation, have long been. 
* poſſeſſed of.“ — 

I command the key of love res, 
< fair one how many captives have you: 
not locked in your affections. !''— | 

For ſhame, -captain !—there appears 
© ambiguity in what you ſay, and I 1 be 
convinced“ 


At this critical moment the fldirs aa 
under 


* 


— IS 
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under advance of Miſs Bridget—T had d juſt 
time to aſk— 


— Where ?—When 2— 


By thoſe powers which impelled Taller | 


to tranſmigrate into a ſwan— an aſſignation, 
you rogue I cannot go a word far. 


N and bardly remember that I am, 


Francis Down 


HARRIE N 


June icth, 17— 


rin grow rather ſerious with 
me; therefore friouſly, my dear Bel, do 
I crave thy advice. | 


Would you think it hat wretch Doy- 


ley, after all his high flown honour, and 
proteſtations, has attempted to undo me !— 
O how my eyes did lighten, and my tongue 
thunder upon him ! He ſhall find that man 
is but chaff before the breath of a woman, 
h in 1 of * injured honour. What 


Shall 


nern 
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Shall the art of man be put in competition 
with that of a woman, and that in love too? 
—1 find! have played the 41708 Pp too oe 
and narrowly ige tot 3 | 
to think your fentimental ſcriouſneſs, a der 
ter weapon, againſt the attacks of men, 
than my flippancy. 1 pray yau write; I 
promiſe to peſter you no more with my non. 
ſenſe'; and to conform, without claiming 
the ſmmalleſt merit, to your diſcreet counſels, 
a — 5 ſhall I do, or ſay to the fellow? He 
is a pretty fellow; and, if diveſted of li- 
berni; would” de agreeable enough to 
your 5 PR 


5 


155 Harnrer Hainnaain, 


MAJOR RANTER 
o 


CAP TAIN DOYLEY. 


; of 6 


Lenden, I 2th ue 


N art mylet apain—Beſhrew me, 
but thou wilt ſoon outſhine thy Prototype in 


che annals of gallantry. 


8 
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for trifles. . Meet not 1 rebuils and crete 


in magnitude, ten-ſold exceeding thige, 


which diſhcarten me not? Even. while, f 


wie, do I not feel them nibbling at the 
main ſpring of my operations? 


Belinda, I believe, h g given me a soup 


de grace in that, quarter. — Well, no matter 
her gravity, and affectation af ſentimenz, 
refidered ber quite. a bore. I only fined a few 


tandam ſhot at her; and now I think owt 
he's not worth following, I am, inde- 
Pens of, -orafſes in my amours, con- 
tinualſy ſubject to the jibes of every filthy 
knave, which, thou eſcapeſt. Returning 
Home the other day from paying.a morning 
viſit to Belinda, ſeeing a Jockey, puffing 
off a crippled horſe to an unſkilful buyer 
& That's a frightful beaſt, Maſter,” ſaid I, 
thinking to have a hit at him, being a judge 
of horfe-fleſh-—< Not ſo frightful as your 
«© noſe, Maſter,” replied he, giving his 
body at the ſame time a &#nowing jerk. Now 
thou knoweſt, Frank, that my noſe is not 
made for ſportive tricks, and that morn- 
ing it was unlutkily inflamed into the co- 
lour of the -preceding evening's port, by a 
few overcharged glafles. However, reco- 
vering myſelf, 1 ralied—* Why, varlet, 
* thy horſe thou expoſeſt for ſale, thereby 


« fi jecting it to every one's, opinion.— 


„ True,” 


- 8 * 
ff 7 ff — 


Never let ,vhy, nable, ſpirit be caſh dou. 


= —» 2 - 60808 2 
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& T rue, retorted the knave,. “ and you 


« expoſe your noſe, in token that its wearer 
« js ſome; debauched whoremonger, and 
« game for every one.” As I had not my 


ſword, to cut off the raſcal's ears, I took - 


my noſe. in my hand, and marched; off, the 
ridicule. of the ſtable yar 


By this time, ſucceſs has'crowned thy | 


wiſhes ; therefore, doubtleſs, I may con- 
gratulate thee z and, in return, thou mayeſt 
offer me commiſeration. But I traſt not to 


need it long, for freſh game is ſtarted, and 


Jam on the ſcent. Recount to me thy 


victory; and omit not the ſmalleſt circum- 
ſtance, that attended the encounter, to thy 


friend, : 4 


———— 8 NN 
CAPTAIN. DOYLEY T 


10 


MAJOR RANTER. 
W 4 a4 * 


— rear Crazy Hall, Monday. 
F INAL deſtruQion light on all e | 


icls—0O name not my diſgrace in Gath, 'for 
E muſt 


 Raren Raves. 


| 
| 


oy 
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muſt I drown it in wine? Caught, circum. 
vented, undone, and laughed at, by a wo- 
man — by ta fimple country wench—- My own - 
weapons turned upon me, by all that's dam- 
. d 
I am giddy: with wine, mad with diſap- 
pointment, and fick with remorſe; there- | 
fate muſt | take another day to recite my 
. 
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=_ ä 12 ... Tueſday Morning. | 
= - REFRESHED' with fleep—relieved, by _ 


| dreams, and ready for rallying, am I riſen, 
= But my own heart ſhall now lead me on. 
i In my dream I gave thy counſels to the 
# winds, and here awake do I confirm the 
£0 Doan. ĩ 5555 = 
+ Methought an army of an hundred thou- 
ſand harlots, commanded by the Scarlet 
. Whore of Babylon, waged war with the 
ſame number of whoremongers, command- 
ed by King Charles the Second; that the 
former, having been under the yoke of the 
latter, and heavily oppreſt, at length got 
the upper hand. That at this time a griev- 
* ons battle was fought, and the plain __ 


as av . . ac odlt ac oe OE « 


S 1 ur ” LS 
= 
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ed Wich deluges of blood. The women 
were fupphied wich à large train of braſs 
citindn, which overturned thoſe of the 
men, | whoſe- ordnance ' was iron; though 
they advanced with bayonets fixed, and at 
one time beat down a part of the female 
artillery, and ſpiked ſeveral pieces. But 
the women rallied, while the men, fluſhed 
with their temporary ſucceſs, could not 
form their battalions in time, therefore ſuf- 
fered great loſs. However, while the wq- 
men were advancing upon 070 main ſtand- 
ard, they made a deſperate puſh, and drove 
the ner n again its tenttrenches. After 

two more fimilar ſallies, in which the men 
evidently became gradually weakened, the 


women obtained a complete victory, by 


reaſon of their breaſt- works being bomb 
proof. Their commander had alſo a 
great ſuperiority, in Kkill and petſeverance, 
to the King. She rode a coal black brin- 
dled palrey, and was conſtantly where dan- 
ger moſt preſented itſelf.” I was awaked 
by her galloping over me, in her advance 
to receive the King's rapier; Which, with 
its point downwards, agreeable to the law 
of war, he preſented her; and I immedi- 
ately determined never to get in the way of 
2 whore, or liſten to a whoremong 
again. 9 
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Therefore adieu, friend Ranter{—4 leave | 
thee to thy inſipid, indiſcriminate; :enjoy- 
ments, while J purſue the dictates of my 
own beart—return to my love with peni- 
tence—own my n and cen her * 
e | £38 | 


Thy len deriaror, 
"HO: F. Dovre. 


*. -* 


6 * - ® " . ; 


THE SAME 
— 
252 


H ARRI E T. 


Wrra ſhame and deteſtation I look back 
upon the hour in which I offered an inſult 
to your virtue; but my future life ſhall, with 
unremitting aſſiduity, render you atone- 
ment; and I bleſs my ſtars, that repentance 

comes not too late; Believe me, my dear 


Harriet, none who feel the OP 


FORTESCUR «3 


of real guilt. can be more wretched than 
Fam; for with abhorrence I own it, I have 
debaſed my own principles, and been weak 
and wicked enough, to ſhape my conduct 


to your ſex, by deſtructive and deceitful 


examples. But I muſt add, that in regard 
to yourſelf, and. I have found an encourage- 
ment in, I truſt, an aſſumed levity ; which, 
in the eyes of the world, may palliate, but 


not excuſe my fault. You will, nay you. 


muſt, pardon this ſpecies: of freedom, be- 
cauſe it proceeds from a- mind fraught with 
true repentance. . Let me then intreat you 


to exchange your opinion of me; for that, 
which a faſely aſſumed conduct, warranted” 


me in entertaining towards you. With 
equal facility can they be diſpelled; and 
mine already is caſt away. I found my 

return to the 'Hall:abfolutely impracticable, 
until you were appriſed that my approach 
was ſolely for the purpoſe of rendering you. 
expiation,. and to implore your forgiveneſs. 


E, DoxlEx. 
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| In HERE 18 a faſcination” in a boldier's 


> ne, which for ever attaches to it, not only 
mtmhoſe who have ſerved: in that honourable 
_ Ration; but even ſuch as have in any man- 
ner been dependent on, or aſſociated with, 
the army. I hus I, who have long given up 

the church militant, for tie more peaceful 
duty of a London Chapel of Faſe, find a 
ſuperibr ſatisfaqtion in the enlivening com- 

- pany of ſuch, ag 1 TO over found "jy 
friend Fbtteſche. G Taq © ey; £1 PEW 
Lou muſt remember my | belpeftod frjend 

Mr. M of whom you 4 oft heard me 

ſpeak with warmth, which his worth highly 

merits. In this amiable man, accident, has 

furnithed me with a'frefh proof of genero- 
ſity, which puts the courtier's patronage to 

the bluſh, and throws modern friend 

into a ſhade. | 

I have, under his hoſpitable roof; fre- 
quently m met-a young man of the _ of 
F 


— „ * 
8 — * 
p 1901 * 
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P——, whoſe demeanour ſeemed to merit 
an intimacy. with Mr. M's happy fa- 
mily. 1 
Paſhng a few weeks ago through the 
Horſe-Guards, towards the Park, the fea- 
tures of a private grenadier trooper, then 
centinel at the great gate, attracted my no- 
tice. Though I was convinced they were 
familiar to me, yet my recollection did not 
immediately inform me when, or where, 1 
had known this ſoldier; I therefore ſtopped 
ſhort, to.cadeavour to bring him ta remem- 
brance. I paſſed and repaſſed; ſtill regard- 
ing him with a fixed attention, but his 
countenance did not alter, nor did he affect 
to obſerve my curioſity. At length, the 
well known features of Mr. P. recurred 
to my mind, and here, memory made a 
pauſe.— Vet that it was hint, I thought im- 
770 5 therefore concluded he muſt be 
is brother, or near relation: but to be 
tally ſatisfied, I repaired to my friend. Mr. 
M liſtened to my adventure with un- 
ulual gravity ; and on my perſiſting that 
the ſoldier 1 had ſeen was ſurely the brother 
of Mr. P, he exclaimed— Na 
tis he himſelf and as you are the firſt 
of my friends, who have made the diſ- 
covery of his ſituation, I intreat you to 
ſuſpend your emotions, until Hunfold to 
e 17 0 1 5 ——_— 
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0 Mr. P 


duty, is the younger ſon o 


© you the dire fate, which has reduced A 
noble mind, to fo poor a ſtate. + 


the gentleman-ſoldier (and as he is Capa- 
ble of filling any ſtation, fo does he, in 
every ſenſe, ſupport even that character) 
whom you have fo recently ſeen on his 
+ a gentleman 

of family in Ireland; but who had 
trough life been marked as the ſport of 
capricious fortune. With a ſmall ſum of 
money, and the education of a gentle- 
man, he left his native country, to ſeek 
= fortune, where ſhe might prove kind. 
On bis arrival in London, he was 
uct to me; and in addition to the 
character his birth and education entitled 
him to, I found him of a diſpoſition truly 
benevolent—poſſefſed of the warmth of 
real friendſhip—and of a mind highly cul- 


 tivated. 


SI recommendatory letters which 
Mr. P 
him an eligible ſituation in the Eaſt-India 
Company s ſervice, but ere the ſhips were 
ready, he was ſeized with an illneſs,” the 


frequent concomitant of a change of air, 
that nearly terminated his earthly proba- 
tion—happy, perhaps, for him, had it 
been fo His fever proved ſo obſtinate, 
"ow that the ſhips of the ſeaſon jailed, 


ce while 


„continued my and, | 


brought with him, procured - 
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while he was yet confined- to his cham- 


ber ;, and his little ſtack of calh, reſerved 
to procure the neceſſary articles for his 
voyage, nearly exhauſted in effecting his 


reer js. 1h 
33H Miri on bas philoſophy, which ena- 


bles him to bear misfortunes with forti- 
tude, He affected to treat his diſap- 


pointment lightly; as attended merely 


by the inconvenience of waiting till the 
next ſeaſon, He continued his viſits at 
my houſe, and we obſerved in him no 


deviation from bis wonted mirth; nor 


ſuſpected his want of pecuniary aſſiſtance. 


Obſerving one day in him, a more than 
ordinary ſeriouſneſs, I enquired; the 
cauſe; when —judge my aſtoniſmment— 


he replied, that he had that morning en- 
tered into a new life —enliſted into the 


Marquis of Lothian's troop of Horſe 
Grenadier Guards, as a private trooper.“ 


9 


Where,“ continued: he, was the 

alternative? My ſituation loſt my mo- 
ney expended—and no reſource for a 
ſupply-left !'——*; Heavens! replied I, 
was not my houſe, my table—nay, my 
purſe at your command? What, in- 
terrupted he, would you have me con- 


ſume my youth upon the bounty of a 


friend, who is already ſtruggling to ſup- 
port the credit of a numerous family 


214 rob 
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rob his dear children of their father's In- 
e duſtry—and ſtalk about, a diſcomtented 
At fuperfluity upon the varth f I confulted 
< myſelf alone I weighed well my reſolu- 
e tion and found no medium between it, 
and the coward's diſhonourable' death. 
The laws of my Creator forbad the latter 
„ have therefore embraced the ſeaſt de. 
i ſtructive; and now I take my leaye of 
8 you—perhaps for 'ever—for- in humble 
** ſervility I cannot 
His ſwollen heart here, choaked his 
© utterance; while the tear of gratitude 
s ſtole down his manly cheek. I anſwered, 
, that to convince me I merited his eſteem; 
* would be on every opportunity to con- 
„ tinue his viſits, and on all occaſions to 
© call for my aſſiſtance. Near two years 
has he ſupported: the two-fold character 
„of a ſoldier and a gentleman; and when 
4 de is allowed a relaxation from -the fa- 
„ tigues of his profeſſion, thoſe hours he 
„ divides between a few Wray! families 
* and ourſelves.” . 
 .Wuth what an unequal hand does fortune 
deal out her favours! The thought, that 
ſuch a man as this ſoldier, ſhould be ſubject . 
to the capricious tyranny of every affected 
martinet, renders this world contemptible, 
and e every __ for — ""__ hap- 


1 


* 2 Mad At ah 
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py would my friend Forteſcue find himſelf, 
in the friendſhip of ſuch a brother officer! - 

T have been ſome days in anxious hope 
of receiving a packet from you; and though 
your laſt was dated the day you left Eng- 
land, yet Fſhall not omit an opportunity of 
convincing you, that with great eſteem I 
remain, 2.4. LISLE IEA "Ln. 
Fruly your's, 


G. GoobwILI. 


MAJOR RANTER - 
CAPTAIN DOYLEY. 
4 5 Tueſday Morning. 
\ \ HEN 1 think om the reward of Belli- 
farius and Alcibiades, I marvel not at thy 
ingratitude. Are then my inſtructions 


thrown away —ſet at naught ? Have I for 


this been labouring, even before the down 
| | Was 


* 
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was olt thy lips, to make a man of thee?— 
Couldit thou drink, when I firſt knew 
thee Didſt thou not bluſh at the ſight of 
a ſcarlet petticoat, yea, like a bawd at a 
chriſtening? Was I not content to walte 
my time in teaching thee the myſteries. of 
hazard and farro—to get drunk in order to 
make thee ſo—nay, ſetting my majority 
aſide, have I not pimped for thee, ingrate? 
When thou firſt committed thyſelf to my 
care, thou waſt a ſmock-faced boy, juſt en- 
tered upon thy enfigncy ; and though thy 
laced coat hung on thee, like the tinſeled 
finery of a puppet, yet thou durſt not fay 
fand, to a turkey cock; nay, a gander, 
of the ordinary ſize of a green gooſe, had 
it hiſſed at thee on a common, would have 
made thee run for it, 
The ſervices I have done thee are out of 
number—the ſcapes I have had in extricat- 
ing thee out of the bawdy-houſe broils, 
which thy boyilhneſs involved thee in, are 
miraculous. Methinks my reſcuing thee 
from the clutches of a boiſtering bully, in 
the memorable riot in King's Place, ſhould 
make thee biuſh with ingratitude. Did 1 
not run the riſk of my neck, in fracturing 
the ſkull of the-waiter at Malby⸗ 8, who had 
broke thy ſword, and was, when I arrived _ 
to thy aſſiſtance, in the very act of lese Wn: 
thee with the ſcabbard ? Nay, ſhall 1 


2 
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carry with me to the grave (Heaven avert 
the thoughts of death) the marks of the 
dangers I have run, when thou hadſt brought 
on thyſelf the vengeance of a bawd, or at- 
tempted to bilk a w ? At Portſmouth, 
was not my cranium cracked by Lieutenant 
Mainmaſt, in retaking thy wench, whom 
thou hadſt diſgracctully ſuffered him to bear 
off in triumph ?—To be ſure, honour then 
pricked me on; and well nigh had honour 
pricked me off. But I'll no more on t- nor 
will Jever again turn a boy into a mn. 
Ü [hate ingratitude Give me claret a 
wench—a ſea. coal fire — Theſe are the ANY 
boons * for by, i 


| Rater RanTen. 
— 
BELINDA 
©. 
HA RR I ET 
London » 28th June, I * 
1 WISH your complaint, my dear Har- 


riet, may not prova a ſ/atality, paſſing ad- 
| vice. 


— 
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vice. With pain I have obſerved the ra- 
pidity of its progreſſion, and much lament- 
ed, that the ſtile of your letters hitherto ex- 
cluded me from anſwering them. At beſt, 
1 am not mirthſome ; and of late, fadneſs 
bas entirely taken poſſeffon of my breaſt. 
How very different is Fortefcue, to the li- 
dertine, whoſe fulſome rhapſodies you have 
liſtened to? © 

Shun this Doyley, as you would the hid- 
den” base en the poiſon which you 
have im that iſſued 2 his tongue; 
and regard His conduct with all the abhor- 
rence and contempt, due from wounded 
honour. But do not harbour a thought of 
revenge: believe me, it will be attended 
with greater dangers than thoſe you have 
already eſcaped. Leave him to the puniſh- | 
ment of his oun cönſcience; but which, 
however great to a mind capable of the leaſt 
reflection, is not ſuthciently ſevere. One 
of his worthleſs: companions has offered 
fimilar violence to me, and with much leſs 
pretenſion; but I truſt I have diſpelled the 
monſter in the very onſet of his career. In 
effecting this, I am indebted to my dear 
Uncle and Guardian—to one whoſe muffy 
"advice, as you are pleaſed to denominate it, 
would have ſpared you your recent pain of 
mind. However, as your heart appears 


' bending into contritio2, I have copied for 
you. 


FORTESCUE., Re 


you ſome of his lat letters; and therein you 
will any the lentimeuts of | (< 


| Your 21 
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LW ebene G wet nag Wa 
you, to the difficulty which I find attends a 
communication with your garriſon. My 
fervent prayers are, that the hand of Pro- 
vidence may ſhield you from danger; and 
that the dreadful preparations of our inſuk- 
ing combined foes, may be turned upon 
themſelves! 
ls have, of late, deen furniſbed with am- 
ple ſcope for your. amuſement, each day 
introducing me to ſome new character wor- 
thy 


7 


thy of delineation. Not long ago, I Was 
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met by a friend, who told me he was going 
to viſit one of the molt eccentric characters 
of the age, and to whom he offered to in- 


troduce me. 


40 
* 6 
40 
cc 


«+ This oddity,” continued my friend, 
is a Dr. Stratagem, a clergyman of {mall 
preferment in Ireland; who, like Field- 
ing's Parfon Adamsz-has come to Lon- 
don, to vend his works. The Doctor's 
genius, however, ſoars above that of 
Adams, whoſe only forte was ſermon- 


. making ; as the former, independent of 


his writings on divinity, has attempted 
every branch of literature, both in the 
ancient and modern ſtile. His merit in 


the dead languages is great; but his 
ſtile in his mother tongue, is a IDES | 
mixture of the ſublime and bombaſt. 


As a Grecian, he ſtands unrivalled ; for, 


in what he terms a poetic frenzy, he has ex- 
ecuted a more arduous undertaking 


| , than 
perhaps imagination ever before ſurmiſed. 


This is a tranſlation of Milton's Paradiſe - 


Loſt, into Greek verſe, in the ſtile and 
manner of Homer; and he has. ſo far 


ſucceeded, as to preſent it in print to his 
+ Majeſty; and for which he received the 
© modern reward of merit—a gracious re- 


ception * = I 
8 _ By 
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By this time we reached Doctor Strata- 
gem's lodgings. We found him in a ſe- 
cond- rate ſecond floor, ſurrounded by a 
groupe of people, of various deſeriptions, 
all apparently anxieus to render him fer- 
vice. The ſubject of their convention was, 
to conſider of the praQcaibility of acting one 
of his tragedies, which had been ' refuſed 
by the managers. The Earl of 'S——, I 
found, was the Doctor's patron, and throv; gh 
his intereſt he had obtained a grant of the | 
Opera-Houſe, for a certain number of 
nights4- but, when the performance” was 
nearly ready for the public eye, an iutima- 
tion was received, “ that it was the pleafure 
« of a great gerſonage, that no Engliſh” re 

% preſentation, ſhould be exhibired on that 
ee theatre.” 77 © 

The Doctor's patron, under the noble 
attribute of rewarding neglected merit, ex- 
erted himſelf with redoubled aſſiduity, to 
procure him ſome other public place for the 
performanee. - This only was wanting; for 
a ſufficient number of his friends had under- 
taken to repreſent the characters, and their 
rehearſals had been conducted under that 
able ſtage veteran, the preſent Fenn of 
Drury-Lane Theatre. 

The Doctor's friends were indefatigable. 
Every public place was canvaſſed, and no- 
thing reſulted, but unſurmountable difficul- 

ties, 


- 
Pry * 
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ties, and remedileſs objeQions. It was the 
middle of the ſeaſon by the little theatre in 
the Haymarket—the Pantheon would drown 
the voice —Ranelagh was too far off—a 
public auction- room. too contemptible—in 
ſhort, no proſpect remained, ſave the Win- 
ter theatres; and on this being made known 
to Lord S——, he actually found means 
to prevail upon "the patentees to conſign to 
the Doctor the uſe of Drury-Lane Theatre 
for thirteen nights. So unprecedented a 
favour aſtoniſhed the town, who could 
ſcarcely believe the advertiſements which 
announced the performance. 

A play, at a public theatre, pet arme 
by private ladies and gentlemen, was a 
Novelty which could not fail attracting the 
attention of all ranks of people. The boxes 
were engaged by the nobility, and the 
- crowd was exceeding great in the other parts 
of the houſe; and if I may judge from the 
contending tumults of applauſe, and laugh- 
ter friends, and hired foes—I have rea- 
ſon to think, that the later only Men: diſſa- 


| -tisfied.. - 


Ide Doctor, who: was totally unſkilled 
in declamation, as well as moſt other re- 
quiſites for a public performance, aſhgned 
his characters to any one, who had vanity 
to. ſuppoſe themſelves in poſſeſſion of the 
requilites for an actor. Hence his mean- 


ing 
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ing was often perverted, and many beauties _ , 

loſt in rant and buffoenery/} nor could the 
judicious performance of his remaining 
friends, replace the diſtorted viſages of the 

audience. So that in the Doctor's tragedy, 

there appeared an equal 'mijxture of pathos - 

and bombaſt, both in the writing and re- 
ſentation. Hopevef, ever every purpoſe was 
accompliſhed the Doctor filled his pockets 
Etbe performers ſerved their friend and 
the unbiaſſed 25 of che audience were 728 
tel * D4-<5t 0 
This, I ant told 26 che .onlytaſtines FR 
"which the DoQ&or'profited from his elabb- 
tate works: . As to the Greek tranſtation, 
.there ate: not perhaps twenty patehaſers in 
the nation; and—O tempora! O mores! 
the preſent Court e favours not 
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been expoſed, and with equal joy my heart 
bounds at your eſcape. At the name of 
that arch pander, Ranter, affrighted na« 
ture revolts—for in his mind, infamy holds 
der court: judge then, the fate of mine, 


on hearing a complaint of bim, from one 


ſo dear to me! It will, doubtleſs, appear a 
paradox to virtue, where ſuch a human 
monſter was nurtured; and from what 
ſource ſuch unexampled villainy ſprung. I 
hall therefore, as every mention. of him, 
is a publication of his villainy, give you 
fome account of his progreſſive ee to 
the ſummit of infamy. 
In the onſet. of bis career, he was 4 fol- 
lower to the army in America, for plunder, 
but under the ſpecious pretext of felling 
ſtrong liquors to the foldiers. He was then 


married to one of thoſe infamous women 


who barter virtue, and i innocence, at a ſor- 


did 


[Tre extreme anguiſh my Sri gin, | 
3 4 felt the danger to which you have 


r . EDT WTR 
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tor the ſervices of his wife, he was appoint-' 
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did price, and accumulate wealth at the 
expenck of the ruin 1 bel ar of fuch 
unhappy. wretches of her own ſex, ' as ſne 
can ſeduce from the paths of morality, Let. _ 
me not wound my dear girl's gentle nature, 
by aſſerting, that ſuch ſhe-devils exiſt, for, 
to the diſgrace of our police, they are an 
increaſing evil, ſpreading with fatal conta- 
gion, in every principal town in the king- 
dom—and how can the poor bird eſcape 
the ſnare, if it is not taught to avoid the 


haunts of the fowler ? This woman, through 


the medium of fuch unpardonable infamy, 
raiſed het wicked affociate to à poſt of bes: 
nour and emolument. Heavens that the 
ſun ſhould ſhine upon monſters, the earth- 
muft groan ander—that they are ſuffered to 
go from guilt to guilt, 'till ſhameleſs ma» 
lice afk at all remorſe —ſurehy, tis ſo 
in this deteſted major. His wife, it is true, 
was marked by the offended finger of Pro? 
vidence, and ſuffered a death ignominious 
and dreadful, as had been her life, but not 
before ſhe had run a long courſe of wicked- 
neſs ; yet he, undaunted by her example, 
{till remains each day heaping ſin upon fin. 
But w herefore ſhould T digrets, to queſtion 
the diſpenſations of Providence |! — 
Ranter became noticed by a cettain de- 
bauched officer, high in command, and, 


ed 


F 


/ 
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ed. ſuttlex, or ineſs- mag to the. regiy ng, 1 


and foon after promoted to;a quarter 
ſhip of infantry, with an enſigncy t 1 1 
it. If ſuch was the reward of merit, 2 


ſuch the example of commanders, al 18 no, 


longer a matter of ſurpriſe, that 
our young. officers, whoſe 14 Mb 
ed their S ons, returned 1 eir na. 
tive. country, | loſt to both honour, fartunc,, 
and ution.. 

N 15 was , from the mean fol. 


upon the Table 10 ber upon innocence 
and virtue. N 

When 8 * pace With) cars, the 
beer no no bounds to appe · 
tites. major, unſatiated with his own. 
purſuits o infamy, diſſeminates his baneful 
example, to all who fall within the circle of 
his acquaintance, corrupting the morals of 
every young man, who will liſten to him. 
By is contrivance, à youth has gained ad- 
miſſion to our friends at Crazy- Hall 


tremble for the conſequences, yet, ſo great 


is human weakneſs, that family interferen- 
5 ate prove of a dangerous tenden- 


I have therefore withheld my opinion, 
* 


as = wa #w ac .c cc 
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though ſtrongly/importuned to give it, by 
the Iquire. TTY e 8 

Surely my Belinda will eraſe from her 
mind, the memory of Fortefcue. He is an 
officer; and as one wicked child will cor- 
rupt the morals of its playmates, ſo in a re- 
giment, where the government may in ſome 
meaſure be compared to that of youthful 
ſeminaries, will virtue, in time, bend to an 
unremitting, ill example. 
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D LL | 
Gibraltar, 5th June, 178— N 


| T mans a thouſand thanks, to my 
dear friend, for his letters. But my obli- 
gations would have multiplied, until nume- 
ration would have proved inadequate to ex- 
preſs them ; could I have therein' once ſeen; 
the dear name of Belinda! Even through 
the dark cloud of reprobation, you might, . 
under 


— 


96 rORT ESU E. 5 


under favour of my ſituation, 1 darted. 
one refulgent ray of comfort—for ſuch as 
the tortured ſparrow mult feel, on its eſcape 
from the tormenting boy, would the men. 
tion of her name, have proved to me 
et I ſhould not complain for your 
friendſhip throws a ſhade over modern at». 
tachments, and rivals even brotherly love. 

A proſperous, voyage brought us moſt 
ſeaſonably into the garriſon, for it had been 
ſome time in daily expectation of the open- 

ing of the enemy's batteries. The encamp- 
ment of our combined foes the Spaniſh 
floating batteries our artificers forges— 
and all the appendages of . grim viſaged 
e war —give dreadtul note of preparation.“ 

A few days after our arrival, a victualler 
from England, in making the Bay, was 
obſerved by a Spaniſh cruiſer; which gain- 
ed upon her chace with ſuch rapidity, that 
ſhe was reduced to the dreadful alternative 
of being taken or running on ſhore, at the 
hazard of the lives of all on board. She 
choſe the latter; and bulged, a ſhort diſ- 
tance from the Spaniſh camp. A detached 
party was ordered to cover the eſcape of the 
crew, as we obſerved the advanced guard 
of the enemy making towards the wreck. 
I was ordered, it being my tour of duty, 
upon this ſervice ; and though the appear: 


ance of danger was very inconſiderable, yet 
my 


2 


/ 
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my mind was far leſs ſerene, than in the 
hotteſt ſkirmiſh, T experienced in America, 
| had forebodings, that fomething fatal or 
miraculous would be the reſult of the en- 
terprize. The enemy made a halt, as if to 
diſpute the prize. We however advanced 
with a briſk pace, until the enemy fired up- 
on us. The commander of our detach- 
ment, Captain B=—, ſtill preſſed forward, 
ordering us not to return the fire at ſo great 
a diſtance; and after receiving another 
volley, which only ſlightly wounded two of 
our privates, the enemy retreated with 
much Prec. to their encampment. 
Upon coming up to the wreck, the firſt of 
the ſufferers who attracted my attention was 
Wantman. All my reſentment was diſpel- 
led, in the calls of humanity; and it ſo fell 
out that I ſaved his life, at the imminent 
riſk of my own. To a generous mind, I 
think there muſt be an innate ſatisfaQion in 
blotting an injury from remembrance ; for 
hold implacable reſentment, to be the at- 
tribute of a fienxcg. CET” 

Wantman appeared grateful, and I found 
mylelt moſt happy. that my forebadjngs 
were reverſed, from what 1 apprehended ; 
for J more feared his machinations, than 
the fire of the enemy. Helteld me, that 
his wounds were not of that dangerous 
tendency, which his ſurgeon at firſt” appre- 

F hended, 
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bended, and that he found himſelf able to 
follow us, ſoon after our embarkation at 
Plymouth. But the real caſe I believe to 
— that they were magnified, for the par. 
poſe of ſatiating a diabolical revenge? and, 
Failing i in that, the fear of. loſing "his. com- 
miſſion had urged him to follow us in the 
firſt veſſel. | 
I intreat you, not to paſs an x opportunir 
of writing to, 


-— #Þ * = 
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Your moſt ſincere, 


W. Fogrzscux. 
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WORTHY. 
Gibraltar, June toth, 178 
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＋ HE 0 05 of a young lady has much k 
cauſe, for both ſurpriſe and fear, When. 8 


aver he is addreſſed touching his 9 6 
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delt, ſuch mult be the emotions, under 


ſuch à ſituation, of Mr. Worthy. y. 

The charms of the lovely Belinda, have 
left on me a faſcination, which have in- 
creaſed by the aid I fought to throw it off— 
time and reaſon have heightened my affec- . 
tion, inſtead of ſubduing it; and with ſach 
rapid progreſs, has it ſpread, that though 
thus far removed from its object, and with 
molt ſcanty pretenſions, have I been oblig- 
ed to obey its impulſe : even in the temeri- 
ty of laying my paſſion before her affection- 
ate protector. Love, all conquering love, 
mult plead in my behalf.; and from the 
mention made of Mr. Worthy, I dare en- 
tertain the hope, that he will throw an un- 
biaſſed retroſpect over his youthful days, 
and judge this apparent ſtrange proceeding, 
by the laws of nature. 

Of my birth, I have much to boaſt, for 
my family were univerſally beloved—of my 
fortune, I can ſay nothing; but my pro- 
feſſion, I honour and adore. | 

| am a ſoldier—and whether I have me- 
rited the full extent of that dignified appel- 
lation, my commanders mult teſtify ; and 
lome of them, I truſt, ere long, will ſpeak 
to you of me, juſt as I merit. But of this, 
and each circumſtance, which your duty 
and affection to your ward, doubly cement- 
cd in the uncle and guardian, will urge you 

F2. 5... 
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to be poſſeſſed of; I pray you to ſuſpend, 
your opinion, until my arrival in England. 

I have, now done my duty to you—to my 
beloved—and' to my own honour—in thus 
ſaying, that my love and ambition ſoars to 
an union in your family; and of this, the 
lady is no ſtranger. 2 I 1. 2 98 \ 


0 


T have the honour to be, 
With due reſpect, 


- 


Your very obedient. 


Wiillam FoRTESCUK. 


FOR T ESCUE. Tor 


MAJOR RANTER. 


| _ - - 

CAP TAIN:DOYLEY. 
. Wedneſday. 
Yr, thou haſt another chance for my 
forgiveneſs and benediction. Has the girl 
caſh ?: Money is the very ſoul of matrimo- 
ny; and if ſhe, whom thou art about to 
efpoùſę, poſſeſſes that—why—why—maytt 
thou regale thyſelf of that cloy ing diſh, 
alled Matrimony., Gold, luxurious, gold, 
will make a dainty ſauce. _ 3 
_ To convince thee that I never adviſe, 
where my mind accords'not—ſhew me the 
dame — be ſhe not paſſing fair, but withal 
rich; and I may bend my mind once more, 
to the unfaſhioned ſtate of wedlock. Thou 
haſt ſaid to me, of a maiden—antique, I 
grant you, and ſomewhat fat named 
Bridget. Tell me that ſhe can ponderate 
with golden weights, and ſhe ſhall forth- 
with become a Major's Lady yea, the Ho- 


neſt wife of 


_ Raien Rax TER. 


Goop- 
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Lenden, July iff, 178.— 


STi, my dear Forteſcue, do you urge 


me to write to you of Belinda, Much as 
J diſapprove of your paſſion, yet when I 
conſider your fituation—how much each in- 
dividual owes to thoſe who leave their na- 
tive land, to avenge their country's wrongs, 
and puniſh her perfidious foes my feelings 
are at variance with me, when 1 withhold 


what may prove the ſmalleſt comfort to your | 


mind, — 8 5 4 , , S877 
Thus then, am I driven to the ſubject. 


your fatr one is yet late. | 


o 
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The ſituation of the ladies, not more en- 
gaged my attention, than a groteſque: and 
ancient figure, which bore the appearance - 
of having once been an appendage to the ar- 
my; and from him I ſoon found their em- 
barrafſment proceeded. Though I am no 
pretender in the myitery of phyſiognomy, 
yet, methought I read in this old man's 
face, ſomething that did not betray “ a lite 
« well ſpent.” Under this impulſe, my 
imagination left its bent, and ſported with 
his figure. | 2 
le was about fix feet in altitude, and 
yet ſo miſerably anatomiſed by the apparent 
effects of debauchery, that he had not fix 
ounces of fleſh upon his whole trame. His 
noſe, was nearly covered with excreſcences 
of fungus fleſh, and of a deep ſcarlet colour. 
His mouth, was very wide, and conſtant- 
ly half open—teeth he had none. Time 
had allo ungerouſly thinned his locks, and 
ſcattered over his ancient cranium,. the 
griſly bloſſoms of approaching diſſolution. 
His hands and feet were of that uncommon 
form, which we obſerve in our modern 
cg/tratos 5- When nature, diverted from its 

natural courſes, wantons in the joints and 
extremities of the body. His hips were 
large, with projecting bones; and his 
thighs, long and crooked. His knees were 
ſo extremely inverted, as to form an obtuſe 
angle; 
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angle; and the knees of his breeches bore 
the appearance of being worn to conſtant 
tatters. 

A truce to your ci6bility—for this: Abdo- 
dis is your rival -A Major Ranter, a 
character I underſtand well known in the- 
annals of infamy. In ſhort, my dear Wil. 
lam, this bugbear to beauty, was actually 
under the influence of Cupid—a Janguiſh- 
ing ſwain, attendant on your Belinda. But 
Iwill no longer torture you—l witneſſed a 

conduct in the ladies, which reflected ho- 
nour on themſelves, while it entailed dif- 
grace upon him; and I verily believe my 
preſence ſecured them from a retaliation, 
_correſpondent- with his figure and conduct. 

| will not aſk you, if you found an in- 
tereſt in the account I gave you of Mr. 
P „the young ſoldier, with whom ! 
became acquainted at our friend Mr. 
M s. I am perſuaded, his misfor- 
tunes, and his elevated humility, muſt en- 
dear him to the tenderneſs and humanity 
of your nature, 

After he had adopted the orefefion of a 
ſoldier, in the humble ſtation of a private 
trooper, it was with much difficulty Mr. 
'M—— could prevail on him to continue his 
viſits. He no longer conſidered himſelf] in 
a ſituation to viſit his friends, fearing the 
lowlineſs of his "ſituation might by ſome ©, 

: accident 


b oETE SOU 


acct ident be know. He thbrefolz deter- 
minéd upon a feparation,, which, howevet 
wounding to his feelings, was yet, as his 
delicacy conceived, indiſpenſable to his ho- 
nour; but Mr. M. knew his merits too 
well, to admit ſuch, a facrifice; and by the 
arguments of a brother, dieierale the ſet. 
ſibility of à friend. 

In the regiment, he 18 Much reſpected by 
the officers, particularly the adjutant; Who 
bas been confidentially let into che lecret ok 


his hiſtory. eee rhis g tleman he is alſo 
djd 


employed in the Rr hare — 1 
tal Pieeount, abt. gr bel oc | 
where fine writing, and“ a ratio 
knowledge of figures ate neceſlary”; for, 
among other © accompliſhments,” "thoſe he- 
poſſeſſes 1 in a very eminent degree. © 
By the f wd men, Pe is re wre as a 
myſt fs 'x-prodigy. and Reiters en- 
vy 100 5 fla te 42 ſupe rior "Abilities 
bes ry eardhde,” Is erde, or rather 
ſupprefled, by his judicious conduct. When. 
out of regimentals, the metamorphoſis is 
truly ſurpriſing; inſomuch, that thoſt'who 
Enow Rim pes el in” the character of a 
ſolckier, ate 75 much ſtaggered as myſelf, 
wen 1 firſt. ſaw him on duty at the Horſe 
Guards. A proof of this Be will receive 
in the following incident. * nene 
| G F 3 Walking 
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Walking with him and Mr. M it 


Hyde-park, we, obſerved at ſome, diſtanee, 
advancing towards us, Colonel, B, the 
acting major of the trop to which he be- 
longs. P——, with marks of great em- 
barraſſment, requeſted us to lag behind, 
and upon paſling the colonel, he ſaluted him 


with due reſpeck. The colonel, returned 


the compliment with equal politeneſs, and 
then, ſtopping ſhort, followed him with his 
_ eyes, until we were alſo paſſing him. 
Colonel B-—agdreſſed us with much ci. 
vility, obſexying, that as the gencleman who 
ty, he begged. the favour of knowing his 
name, for he really could not recollect him. 
If N ſituation was aukward, I can 


aſſure Wu, ours was no leſs, perplexing. 
Mr. Mg howeyer , apſwered+—that, our 


onyerſation was merehy accidental, iu con- 


ſequence of an object, which a few moments 
before, luckily. prelented—a, wounded deer, 


which, by the inhpmagity of the keepers, | 


was permitted to remain, in livgering'tor- 


n, FC 
Wben Mr, P—— is MEET any of the 
8 25 * * * ; 
privates, ſuch. is the irrefiſtihle controul 
a gentlemanly aspect, that the; compliment 
due alone. to. officers, is involuntarily paid 
to him, before the recollection of equality 
prevents the effects of a firſt impreſſion. . 
h - 


had jak ſaluted him, appeared of our par- 


controul of 
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To a mind leſs ſenſible and judicious, 
thoſe incidents might probably give pleaſing 
emotions; but their conſequences are very 
different to Mr. P „ Who, in the ham- 
bleſt fituation of his duty, finds infinitely 
leſs pa, than EO ſuch occaſions. | 
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JEPHTHA, judge of Nrael; that it, 
ſhould come to this —.— 

Sooner ſhould T have fuſpefted Sir John | 
Falſtaff to forſake ſack and ſugar —fooner 
to quit his trade of lying than thou to; fa- 
your matrimony ! The gay veteran of tlie 


circles of gallantry, whom nothing galled, 
fave: 
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ſave tlie reflection of having once been en- 


ſnared in Cupid's nets, and led by the wan- 


ton God to an hymeneal ſacrifice that ſuch 


a man as this, ſhould ever again attempt to 
gorge the word Wirz, is ſtrange mot 4 
ſtrange ! The world, I find, is ſtill pregnant 


with miracles—therefore Pl no longer mar- 
vel. 


Already then, I hail thee UNCLE Ran- 


TER For thoſe acquirements which thou 
ſpecifieſt, is Miſs Bridget in the full poſ- 
ſeſſion of; and that they are thine, .I pro- 
pheſy. Thus manned, no more of the 
Dog in Breeches ; for * who, with impu- 
« .nity, will affront a Major's LAp y?“ 
Thus much for thee, grave ſage—of 
myſelt, it is now meet that I ſhould ſpeak. 
The motley cloak of libertiniſm caſt off, 
and attired in the fair mantle of ſincerity, 
I again approach my fair one. She too 


had changed her garb, for one, the index 


of her, mind. Our interview—but how 


ſhort- muſt words fall in a deſcription It 


produced a reciprocal deteſtation of our 


paſt, and a well digeſted plan for our future 
conduQt—a mutual forgiveneſs; terminated 


in my permiſſion to attempt to render her 
retribution, for the practice of thy UT 
precepts. . 


n thou — ſucceed But come not 


here 


4 


| 
i 
] 
| 
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here — approach me not — for I have proved 

the fallacy of thy manceuvres * SN 
The venerable maiden decam ps to-mor- 

row; and returns forthwith to Wrangle 

Warren, in Hants, her reſidence. Nothing - 

more will I ſa Dives wo to adviſe one ſo learned 


in the law of love, would be the HOST of 
preſumption, in. 1 ee 
y F. aL, 
_: +, FORTESCUE 


10 
G O O D WI L . 
Gibraltar, Sept. 16th, 98 


] PRAY you be not alarmed — your 
triend's ſafety, though you find his name 
in the liſt of wounded ; for yet is he in the | 
land of the living, after braving death in | 
many ſhapes. _ Neither rejoice in finding 
the name of his domeſtic foe Wantman, = 
among the ſlain; for in the horrors of a 
ſhocking 


A X | 
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ſhocking death, he tendered dreadful expi. 
ation for his fins. | 

We had not been à month in the garri- 
fon, before the Spaniargs opened their bat- 
tertes; and beſieged! us, with the fury of 
determined victory. How fthall I deſeribe 
the intrepidity of r little garriſon ? — Each 
individual, as it were, catching the bravery 
of their immortal commander. But as 
your daily prints, ere you can receive this, 
muſt teem with effuſions of rapturous gra- 
titude ; I ſhall refer you for an account of 
public ſervices, to accounts. 
During the heat of the ſiege, the divi- 

ſion in which both Wantman and myſelf 
were poſted, was ordered to ſupport a de- 
tachment, which was more expoſed to the 
enemy's fire. The ſhot here whiſtled round 
our heads, and many of our brave ſoldiers 
fell. 

Malice, in the breaſt be: a villain, i is more 
to be dreaded, than the {pear c of a proclaim- 
ed foe. Though the enemy's ſhot ſpared 
me, .I once more had nearly fallen a tak 
-fice to the implacable villainy of Wantman 
—of him whoſe life 1 had ſo recently 
faved, 

Turning ſuddenly round, to obſerve the 
diſpoſition of that part of the baſtion which 
we had recently left; I ſaw Wantman, in 
the very act of leveling at me, a fallen ſol- 
. dier 8 


FORTESCUE. —_ 


dicr's mulket. I had barely: time to ſcise 
the bayonet, which alone was in my reach, 
and happily fixed, before the 2 th went 
off. By theſe mioſt fortuitous circums 
ances, I ſaved my life, at the expence-of 
a thattered: hand and arm; and Providence; 
215 to ſecure my eee fafety,-almoſt in 
the ſame inſtant, directed a ball from the 
enemy, through his body. He expired in 
all the horrors of à guilty mind, n ur. 
on me for pity and forgiveneſs. 
Though theſe circumſtances were ſoon 
known to the garriſon, yet that our foes 

ht remain in ignorance of the diſgrace · 
ful accident; I requeſted Colonel Garton 
to paſs the matter over, by 2 me in 
the wounded liſt. 
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7 HAT: a . perſuakye pe, in virtue ! 


Thou gh ſurrounded by misfortunes, and 
com. 
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communicating folicitude Alone it yet con- 


ciliates and cements affectioon nn 


I need not, my dear Forteſcue obſerve, 


that though univerſal the remark, it, for 


the preſent, refers entirely to Mi. . 


the amĩable hero af my late correſpondente: 


A proſpect, however, begins to open; 


which; I flatter myſelf; will ſoon afford him 


comfort. Such is the intereſt I have found 


in his ſituation, that I have inſiſted on unit. 
ing my efforts to effect it, to that of Mr. 
M-—-, which are indefatigable, We 
have lately diſcovered, that Colonel B—— e; 
the ſoldier the orator the friend of the 
immortal Wolfe — and the befriended. of 
mankind—is Mr. Ps diſtant relation; 
and that his elder brother, now abroad, has 
already obtained a company, through the 
colonel's intereſt. | 
As I was in ſome degree acquainted with 
this reſpected veteran, we propoſed to Mr. 
P——, that I ſhould make a, perſonal ap- 
plication to him ; which, after ſome doubts 
and delicacies reſpecting his brother, upon 
whoſe intereſt, he ſaid, he was afraid of 
trenching; he at length eonſented to. 
You will conclude, I loſt no time in the ex- 
ecution of my engagement, and I am ſure 
will be happy when you know the event: | 
The colonel received me with his accuſ- 
tomed caſe and complaiſance, and liſtened 
. | to 


© ws = — mw ww woes — AY 
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to my narrative with tenderneſs and atten-- - 
tion; for, to his honour be it ſpoken, he 
is no leſs compaſſionate, than brave. 

was at firſt a good deal ſurpriſed to 
find that he was no ſtranger to Mr, P——'s$ 
ſituation 3 though at the ſame time he ob- 
ſerved, that he had no perſonal knowledge 
of him. Perceiving my emotions, he ſoon 
not only G but reconciled the my - 
ſtery. 

He had been told, he ſaid, by a near 
a very near relation of tlie young man's 
not from any motives of diſlike - but to 
prevent an appropriation of favours, which 
might probably be diſgraced that he had 
been extremely wild, and had been guilt 
of a breach of truſt and confidence, Chick 
made it impoſſible, hewever he might be 
clogs to pity his misfortunes, to alleviate 
them 

When I tell you, the reality of this 
charge, you will not wonder, that felt 
my breaſt fired with indignation at the ca- 
lumny, and its dark inſidious promoter. 
the truth is—that a female attachment, of 
a ſingularly tender nature, and at à period 
when the judgment is, almoſt invariably, 
ſubordinate to paſſion; had in a manner 
compelled him to. certain pecuniary intem- - 
perance: but in itſelf, ſo trifling, as to be 
ſcarcely 5 upon the ſcale of moral 
irregularity, 
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irregularity, and, for which he has made 
amp retribution. 75 
Having explained this circumſtance with 
© candour, yet with as much favour as poſſi. 
ble; I touched upon the faſcinating. 4 
of female attractions, and made certain 
alluſions to ancient and modern heroes, who 
had loſt more than a few paltry guineas, by 
immolating to the Paphian deity. The ge- 
nerous B e ſeemed highly pleaſed with 
the warmth of my zeal, and preſſing my 
hand, ſaid—that if my friend (for ſo he 
would call him) bore as good a name 1n his 
public ſtation, as 1 gave him from my own 
private obſervation, he would provide for 
bim agreeably to his merits. 
Thus you fee, my dear Forteſcue, that 
2&4 can ſubdue the hearts of conquorors. 


r N 
— dh 1 * 11 — 1 


After my victory, you may aſſure your- 
ſelf J did not remain long upon the field 
1 grew impatient to declare the news of 
acquiſition; and therefore, after proper ac- 
knowledgments, I took. my leave, exulting 

in the ſucceſs of my atchievement. 

Upon my return to my friend Mr. M—'s, 
1 1 5 P waiting with inexpreſſible 
anxiety for the verdi& of his fate—but my 
countenance anticipating the intelligence, 
joy and gratitude almoſt deprived him of 


utterance. — — 


However 
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However the moſt philoſophical mind 
may appear to ſupport humiliation, there is 
an active principle in the ſoul, which ſtill 
aims at, and irreſiſtibly aſſimilates with, 
proſperity; and ambition laudable in all— 
in thoſe . ** who have known more plen- 
teous days*'—inherent and impulſive 

This principle, for the firſt time, ex- 
preſſed itſelf in Mr. P——, who, when I 
had related the particulars of my interview 
with the colonel, acknowledged, that his * 
heart felt ineffable ſen{ations—that for many 
a day his life had been a burthen, and that 
my friendſhip, conjoined with that of Mr. 
M, had reſtored Arbe erf per 
to ſociety. 

As be ſtands ſo bigh-i in the even of al 
the othcers of the troops, we have deter- 
mined not to attempt any previous Prepa- 
ration; but to let Colonel B—— 's en- 

quiries take their natural, and N eco 
eourſmmma 

I hope a few 15 05 will abord- me an op- 
portunity of concluding the hiſtory of 
Ar. P——, as well to the indulgence of 
3 Pn rae a8 the: wee 


Your « ever - faithful, _— 
6 Goopw ILL. 
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. promiſe of Colonel B or which 
is ever ſacred, is followed by another-cir- 
cumſtance, equally propitious to Mr. P—. 
His brother, the captain, is juſt arrived, 
with his wife and family, from abroad. 
A private ſoldier, whom the captain 1 re- 
- tains as his ſervant, being accidentally at 
Knightſbridge, where the Second Troop of 
Horſe Grenadier Guards is quartered, ob- 
ſerving Mr. P=—, immediately recogniſed 
ſo ſtrong a family reſemblance, that he 
could not reſiſt; the temptation-of- aſking 
him certain queſtions and in ſhort, ſoon 
found, that he was the broker of his mals 
ter. 7 | 
r diſcovery took a ſoon 
fle w, from the private to the general (Ge- 


neral $—th), who immediately ſent for our 
ht 5 NOV) hero, 
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hend and. deſired him to tell his brother, 
that he would be glad of an interview. You 
recollect, no doubt, the character of Gen. 
S th, as a diſciplinarian; and you may from 
thence form a ſtill more favourable notion 
of the reſpect, which Mr. Ee Jupparts 
in the troop. l Her: 

He has not yet ſeen his brother, but 
intends. viſiting him in the morning. I long 
much to know the reſult; and, as you may 
poſſibly poſſeſs the ſame friendly curioſity, 
mall 4 concluding my letter until after 
the meeting. | 


27 ueſday Bu vening. 


Mr. R is juſt returned from the im- 
portant interview; and if inference 1 may be 
drawn from eee it Rr not been 
propitious. 

The captain, when firſt: be fa him, 
ſeemed to doubt the evidence of his e 
—He could not reconcile the idea he 10 
formed of his brother, to the gentlemanly 
aſpect which preſented.— But recovering 2 
little from his embarraſſment, he at length 
condeſcended to ſtretch forth his hand 
and, after a formal inclination of his body, 

to 
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to recommend à chair, The wife; with 
whom the younger P—— had 4 


been in the utmoſt degree of friendſip 
and familiarity, was rivetted to her hah? 


and ſcarcely permitted her eyes to mort | 


upwards. The children an 'as at att 
object of curioſity—and the ſervant, 

had a ſhort time before feen him in r 
mentals, ſtood mute with confletnatio 
« I am ſorry «Jack +4 hid the ca ith: 
that your Madlleretios has reduced you 
te to the ſituation which I hear y at pre- 
& ſent are in— but, you ſee, I have a 
large family, and little enough te ſup- 
% port them. I hope therefore you do not 


* build any reliance upon my ability to 


& ſerve you; for the truth is, I have no- 
< thing in my power. Colonel B. 
has promiſed to give me a ſmall b 
„ ment in the eivil line: and, when that 
takes place, I may be able to afford . 
© ſome little aſſiſtance.“ 

% You need not,” ariſwered our morti- 
fied hero, © refuſe what has not been de- 
„% manded of you. I do not mean to in- 
„ cunmber you, or injure your family in any 
« reſpect. I have contrived to hve many 
* years without your aſſiſtance; and 


4 though I may not be bappy, I can ftilt be 


© independant. You * have ſpared 
7 HA me 


we. wy. >. > I. >. 


r 


ws az 


Sud weeds 2 +++ % on 8 oo» 


7 


FORTESCUE. 119 
« me the recollection of indifcretions, for 
„ which I have ſeverely ſuffered. Colonel 
«© B——e has alſo promiſed me his friend- 
« ſhip, and I am confident he will not ne- 
« 'ole& me.“ 

At this part of the ever fic; the lady, 
who before had affected total indifference, 
could no longer keep her ffation—a ſadden 

et of foul humours, commonly called 
envy, diſpatched her to the oppofite fide of 
the apartment—then, whitking in a qua- 
' drangle, (he made an extempore exit. Mr. 
5p, who obſerved and underſtood her 
manceuvres, followed with his eyes, miling 
contempt and exultation. 

Whether upon the departure of the lady, 
Captain P=—, beame more maſter himſelf, 
or that nature began to meliorate, is not 

certain; but true it is, that he now ipcke 
in kinder terms made ſome e ob- 
ſervations, and offered a ſmall pecuniary 
atteſtation of his regard, which was however 
rejected with becoming ſpirit. 

Upon parting, a promiſe of repeating 
the viſit was extorted ; but I am inclined to 
think, the performance will not be ſudden. 
All that dejection of ſpirit—that anxiety of 
viſage—that alternate abſence and refleQi- 
on, which heretofore was ſo obvious in poor 
P——, ſeems to have returned, with addi- 
Yonal degree of expreſſion ; ſo that it will 

| exerciſe 
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exerciſc much of our aſſiduity to expel the I 


effect of this meeting, which L proteſt, is 
one of thoſe evil events, that make me, at 
times, repulſive to my ſpecies. 


As to Colonel Be, I am reſolved that * 


no engagement to the elder brother ſhall 


fuperſede his good intentions to the young. 


er. I will renew my application in a few 


days; ; but at ; preſent I am informed an in. 


flammation in his eyes prevents him from 
admitting company —the captain and his 
family excepted. The former is his ama- 
3 ; while the lady reads to him, and 
amuſes him with ſtories of her travels. If 


ſhe is as tedious, as I fear my letter will 


Prove, her avocation will ſoon expire. 


14 = I * f 


W. GoodyiLL, ä 
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out hearing of the former; but we were 


not at all afarmed at the interval, as his 


duty often detained him, even longer, On 
the eighth day, Mr. ML received a ver- 


and that he much withed' to 155 him. 
happened to be preſent at the inſtant, * 
offered to accompany my friend- the pro- 


polal was zeck pen, and we ſet off toge- | 


wer, THE 
To Mr. M, who bad often attended 
ſimilar ſammonſes, there was no novelty in 


the ſcene; to me, every object appeared 
intereſting. Ihe room which Mr, P—— 


occupted, was in the upper part of the 


ſuttling 


Arren FR windings Metab Mr. r | 
and his brother; 4 weck had Elapſed with- 


* 
— — — — — — _ 


bal inbltnrioh” that he was not very wel | 
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ſuttling-houſe—the approach Wenn 
ous and dirty —but the apartment itſelf, a 


ſtriking emblem of its . regular, and 


clean, to exactneſs. 


The door was opened by a reſpectable 


looking ſoldier, whom the Adjutant had 
generouſly ſelected for the purpoſe. The 
man appeared much:affeQcd, and in a low 
whiſper told us, his patient had not ſlept 


for two days and nights, until that time. 


We ſat down, and endeavoured to divert 
melancholy, by locking into two books, 
which lay on the table before us. In about 
twenty minutes, a pale emaciated han 

put back, what was ſubſtituted ford a Nur 


tain, and in a faint voice  deviahiied; 
9 Who i is there? Mr. N — anſweteds, | 


and going to. the bed ſide, with an affected 
cheerfulneſs, made ſuch: FONG: W Are: 


natural on ſuch occaſions. Re" x aft 
I have brought your. friend: Good 
« to fee you, my dear Jack, continued 


he. Alas!“ replied poor n Jam 


«© horn to create anxiety but my proba- 


tion is dar expired the vital lamp of, 


life is almoſt extinguiſhed! 1 —By this 
time I had a full view of his face, which 


ſcarcely. bore a veſtige of what it was, but 
2. weck before. His eyes had loſt all their 


vivacity and luſtre his noſe was narrowed 


This cheek e fallen 9 his 
| IPs; 


8 
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the leaden ſceptre of diſfolution. Good 


« can be the meaning of this ſudden alter- 
« ation?“ Mr. M —, in whoſe friendly 
eye ſtood the burſting tear of fincere affec- 
tion, ſtopt my enquiry,; and obſerved,” that 


departure, as they were violent in their 
gradations. But the ſick man raiſing him- 
ſelf by a ſort of wild, and violent exertion 
—clofing his hands with energy, and lift- 
ing his languid eyes to heaven, pronounced 


« the laſt !—Heaven has at length liſtened 
„to the ſecret inclination of my heart, 


* happineſs !—O my friends, were you to 
* know how often 1 have ſtruggled with 
* adverfity——how often I have been tempt- 
* ed to ufurp the 3 of Provi- 
dence you would rejoice, as I do, at 


me perhaps from preſumption The 

* work wants your holy aid, and it is com- 

plete— Pray to me—pray for me, dear 

Goodwill! 

Ihe emotions- which accompanied this 

mort ſpeech, were too violent for the weak. 
; * neſs 


fips, pale, as if they had been preſſed by 


with extacy— "This—this, I truſt, Will be 


* 


% heaven! I exclaimed, ** What can 
his friend Jack was liable to fuch attacks, 


which, however were as ſudden in their 


© and will remove me from a World of 
W © miſery and misfortune, to an eternity of 


the approach of a*conſummation, . which 
© at once indulges my ambition, and ſaves | 


neſs of his ſtate—he ſunk down, with 3 
deep ſigh, into his former poſition. 


EKẽccovering again in ſort. time, M 
M alked him, if his brother knew of 
his ilineſs—and if he had had proper ad. 


0 


. 


He ſaid, he bad ſeen his brother ang, 
| fince his firſt interview, by the defire of 
General S—th. The general had requeſted 
him to ſay—that he ſhould immediately 
have an honourable diſcharge, - and that 
he, and the other otfccrs of the, corps, 
would gladly unite with fraternal intereſt; 
in favour of his promotion. 
Well, my dear Jack,“ faid Mr. M-, 
* jis not that ſufficient to ſupport your 
< ſpirits?—— May he that can fully rc 
ward ſuch virtue, promote the geneial' 
„„ 
“ Alas I—alas!“ returned poor 5 
% —all men are not alike benevolent— 
My brother, conceiving the emolument! 
« of a commiſſion, inluffcient for my ſup 
« port; as a gentleman, and that I migl 
'*_pofhibly be impelled to call upon hi 
* aid—or, that by an open avowal of m 
© natural claims, he ſhould pledge'himſcl 
& to gratify my natural expectation- 
* which, 1 know not—abſolutely refuſed 
*. the general's invitation.” — —\, 


Aga 


» 
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| Again his ſtrength failed him—He fainted 
on the pillow—and it was à conſiderable 
time, before proper applications reſtored 
him. | 5 ; 
He did not however forget, on bis re- 


viral, to purſue the topic; for he conclud- 


ed with declaring, that the difficultics in 


which he had lately been involved, were 


more than his nature was capable of endur- 
ing. 3 r 

eit continued as long as we thought 
prudent, and obſerving that ſleep ſeemed 
inelined to reſtore human nature, we de- 
parted, under the pleaſing hope of having, 
in ſome meaſure, eaſed the mind of our 
ſick friend; but firſt enquired of the ſol- 
dier, who attended, if Captain P——— 
had been informed of his brother's alarm- 
ing ſituation. The ſoldier anſwered in the 
affirrrative, and added, that the captain had 
promiſed to bring a phyſician to him the 
next morning. We have determined to 
meet them; and I much wiſh, I could con- 
elude my letter by ſaying, that the reſult 
was propitious—but the packet, ere the 


meeting can take place, will ſail; and I- 


member your injunctions to omit no opD. 
tunity of writing you—therefore adieu 
Mä-oſt fincerely, 
Y S8. Goodwill. 


GooDwWILL, 
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+: London, 4h 4 Wee, 17 3— 


AY your ſenſibility, my dear wil 
liam, with al the fortitude your reaſon can 
aſſume; and prepare for a cataſtrophe 
which, notwithſtanding, will find its way 
to the dengel receſſes of your hear. 
The ruffian death, has ſtretched forth 
his terrific arm, and robbed us of the ob- 
jet, which fo long employed our unremit- 
ting attentions ! — & 22 {{] 
J told you, that we had determined upon 
meeting. the captain, and his phyſician. 
We arrived there before them, and 
had the tranſient pleaſure of finding our 
friend infinitely more compoſed. He had, 
be faid, made up his mind in a certain re- 
; ſped, which he wiſhed to communicate to 
Mr. M; to whom it was a ſort ef 


triumph, 


ww — — — 2 — 2 2 — 8 


A. 


FORTESCUER u 
triumph, which produced tranquility; and 


made the proſpect before him,, itil! more 


pleaſing. 
The hint of a private communication to 


Mr. M — would have urged me inſtantlx 
to retire; but I had a curioſity to fee the 
captain, whieh 'I could not eaſily conquer. 


Beſides, I longed to hear the opinion of 


the doctor; and my diſpoſition was ſoon 
gratified, for the attendant ſoldier announced | 


the arrival of both. 8 


In the captain, could plainly perceive 


a much greater degree of embarraſſment, 
than affection—whether from pride, or ſelf 


intereſt, was impoſhble to difcriminate.. 
He had ſome perfonal knowtedge of Mr. 
M but fo ungracious was his confu- 
ſion, he did not per to notice any Parti- 
eular object. 

Sir R — J=, for a was the phyſi- 
clan, upon feeling his patient's pulſe atten-- 
tively, aſked, if any extraordinary anxiety 
or orief, had at any time moved him? — 
The queſtion,” for ' ſome time, remathied 
ſuſpended, Mr. M—— looked” carnęſtiy 
at the captain, Who, attempting to ſpeak, | 
failed in articulation.” Upon which” Mf. 


M— faid,” he believed /orrow to be tlie 


cauſe of his malady. Sir R— then en- 
quired of his patient; in what manner he 


00m himſelf affected ?! He felt, he ſaid, 


a weight 


a weight upon hi AL; which prevented 
him 1 om breathing—he was ſuſceptible of 
fear—and his ſpirits extremely lou, Sit 
R, continuing to watch his pulſations, 
aſked hn age, and appeared much ſurprif- 
ed at being told it—He would, he ſaid, "ye 
ſuppoſed him ten years older. 
After a tender and judicious inveſtign- 
tion, Sir R — and Mr. M bag 
into another room—the-one to preſcribe— 
and the other to ſatisfy. che. ſolicitude of 
Kiga — 

The remainder of this tragedy, I had 
5 Mr. M, for I never ſaw poor 
P. — afterwards. The doctor pronouneed 
his illaeſs to be, what was juitly denomi- 
nated, à broken heart. et he ſaid, 
4 had ſtrüggled hard, but the cauſe - was 
&© too potent for reſiſtance. The maghine 
was totally deſtroyed, and it was imapoſli- 
ble to, fave, or even to prolong exiſt- 
.<© ence.” He added, that he would order 
him ſomething, to ſoften. the rigour of 
diſſolution; but that his future attendance 
would be unavailing. 

Ihe captain heard this. ſcntence withait 
much emotion. He however gave his hand 
to his dying brother; and —recommending 
cheerfulneſs— departed. 

I be captain appears to be, one of thoſe 
* and nay characters, to whom every con- 


cern 
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tern out elk intereſt is indifferent. He has 
rather a handſome, than an expreffive coun- 
tenance ; and peaking anatomically, poſ- 
ſeſſes too much body, for the portion ot ani- 
mal ſpirits,” which nature bas allotted him 
—But to return— £7 | 
When P — found bimtelk done! ith 
Mr. M——, ther a flood of tears 0 

a pauſe of extreme emotion—he addreſſed 
him to the following effect— 

You have heard, my renerous—my va- 
lued friend of an only ent, which, at 
a very early period. of life, derang ed my. 
circumſtances. It was the bane of all my 
hopes—the blight” of all iny projects!“ 
was however a miſchief of ſo bewitching 5 
nature, that although I forefaw; the conſe. 
quences, 1 daf it to my heart, and 
braved them. J had been alone the ſuf. 
ferer, I would not in the preſent awful mo- 
ment, feel compunction. But—alas t ne 
partner of my tranſient felicity—has alfo 
been the ſharer of my wos! Her father a 
rigid profeſſor of the Romiſh church - ſuſ. 
pected our mutual paſſion : and, by ſternly 
commanding me not to involve his daughter 
in certain perditios, and forbidding me his 
houſe, thought to extinguiſh the flame, 
which love had lighted in our hearts — but 
in vain, we ſaw each other by ſtealth, and 
in ſome time were privately married. None 
G 3 but 
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but the holy friend who joined our hands, | 
and the all-lecing eye of heaven, witneſſed 
our vows. . O my friend !—aſk me not her 
mind atk me not ber beauties the re. 
collection of both, haſten my diſſolution 
—they recall images and deſires, which T 
flattered myſelf I had ſubdued !— 
” , Ourchaſte, though ſtolen joys, ſoon pro- 
duced. a conſequence which, while it flat. 
tered mutual affections, excited our moſt: 
exquiſite apprehenſions. My beloved Ame. 
lia found herſelf in a fituation, which could 
not fail betraying our intercourſe. Our 
fears were but too well founded. Her fa- 
ther, whoſe ruling paſſion was domeſtic ty- 
ranny, obſerved the alteration; and in a 
rage, approaching frenzy, forced her to 
confeſs our union. With intreaties, which 
would have prevailed on any leſs obdurate 
breaſt, ſhe ſought forgiveneſs; but in vain! 
In vain were the interceſſions of a fond 
mother —In vain the interferences of pity- 
ing friends ! She was immediately com- 
manded to quit the houſe, and followed by 
the bittereſt anathemas of bigotted reſet» 
ment. | 

So long as.I could poſſibly protect my 
love, we lived together; but the means 
viſibly declining, and nothing but pale po- 
verty in view, I contrived to raiſe a ſum of 


money; with part of lemma my intention 
| 3 
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was, as you! know, oro ſeek a better fortune 


in India — the remainder left with my wife 


and infant ehild. ———_——— - 
Again his narrative was ſtopped by bet 
again his feelings agitating” his feeb 
frame, he was dobliged to recover ſtrength, 
a pauſe of many minutes. At 
winch he took a ſmall key from under His 


pillow, and deſired Mr. XL to 


open a cheſt, which ſtood oppoſite—Thete, 
ſaid he, you wilb find a bundle of letters, 


which ſeal earefully up, and diſpoſe of 
them as I fhalt direct — and there allo you. 


will ſee a pair of ſciffors.” Upon this, he 
raiſed himſelf erect, and taking off his night 


cap Het me beg of you to cut off a lock of 


my hair, and he eried, with much fer vour 
—Oh !—fave it from the grave and from 


the worms which muſt eint *deftroy the 


remainder . 
This requeſt being complied with, and 


the hair folded catefully up, he appeared | 


_ conſiderably ealmer Which Mr. *, 
vhoſe heart was torn by more than frater- 


nal ſenſibility, perceiving, endeavoured to 
increaſe, by every endearing, and judicious 


means. A generous fleep fuceeeded=-and 
in that A interval, his friend re- 
tired. | in. 
The next morning, as Mr. M 
preparing for Kfiightibridge, a loud p 
=, Sie 


1 
| 
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gle rap at the door ſmote his ear like—yhat 
it really proved to be the harbinger of 
death ! ——- The attendant ſoldier appeared 
({wollen with grief), and delivered him a 
letter, which, he ſaid, bad been Written 
ſome days. He added, that about mid: 
night, poor P-—— called for him, and de- 
fired. him to carry it in the morning. hat 
in about half an hour after, he heard an 
uncommon heavy ſigh— and, drawing back 
the curtain, found that it was that, which 
wafted his gentle ſoul to bliſs! —— 


: 


_ = 


Ihe letter contained nothing but inſtrue- 
tion reſpecting the bundle of papers, and 
the hair; which, together with an incloſed 
letter, were to be tranſmitted to his wife in 
PPP 
I muſt not omit telling you, as a further 
proof of my friend Ms genuine ſor- 
row, that he attended the funeral (which 
was military); and in contempt of pride, 
and over his friend's grave, paid the laſt 
tribute of fincere affection —— ——— 
Farewell, my dear Forteſcue—and if 1 
ſhould hear any thing intereſting of - the 
widow, and the fatherleſs, you ſhall know 
It from, | 


G. GoopwWIII. 


GooDWILL 


1 
: 


erstes, 


N Landon, 26th Fu, 178 


My DEAR wal, „ bor e 


Two days affer the bst exit of 
poor Mr. P——, his friend Mr. M 
receiyed 2 letter, of which the following 
is an exact copy. Except that we dare not 
arraign the will of heaven, which muſt ever 
be wife and juſt, one would almoſt doubt 
its mercy—but the thought is too Impous 
to be encouraged. 


To My. Nl ?, to the care 9 Mr. 
| M_— 3 


Joy. \—Joy —to my long divided love! 
— but that for a parent's death (however 
inexorable and feverey. nature demands a 
tribute I would be boundleſs 1 in my happi- 


neſs! — ———— rr——_ | 
| | For 


8 -” 


* 
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For ſome months, my too rigid, my too 
remorſeleſs father, diſplayed evident marks 
of bodily decline; but the inflexibility of 


his nature, would: not permit him, even to 


- apprehend'a diſſolution. His mind but 
above all his reſentment * us remained 


ſteady and immutable. requently did my 
amiable mother often did our valued 
friends—endeavour to foothe his anger, 


and to conciliate his parental tenderneſs ;. 
but the feeds of affection—which, alas! 
were ever but too thinly ſcattered in his na- 
ture —ſeemed to be entirely choaked up, 
by the rank weeds of intemperate paſſion. 
As infirmity increaſed, he became more and 


more untractable; and I am perſuaded, the 


tremulous workings of bis ſoul, accelerated 5 


his diſſolution. 4 
Yeſterday, I. ehrte a ſummons 83 


6; my mother, to attend his laſt moments. 
judge, my beloved John n feel- 


t was with the 


ings - judge my fears! 


utmoſt difficulty, I could be prevailed upon 
to enter his bed chamber. I was ſo well 


acquainted with his reproaches, that 1 
dreaded to encounter him, even when in- 


firmity had ſealed his trembling lips. 


However ſumming up more reſolution, 
than thought was in my nature ſuffered* 
myſelf to be led to his bed fide---when fall 
in 2 knees, I 4h untib 

, mE 


— 
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my emotions and my tears ſtopped, my ut- 


terance. When J had recovered, ſulliciente | 
ly to obſerve his countenance, I could plain. 


ly perceive his feelings were not leſs ex- 
quiſite. He looked ſternly* at me---but I 
gently. graſped his hand, and, bedewing it 
with my tears, declared, that. without his 
bleſſing, I ſhould die. In a few moments 
| was encouraged, by a gentle preſſure of 
his hand, to look, once more, attentively in 
his face —in which L had the happineſs to 
ſee the ſoftened, ſmile of "pmerngl, love. 
Never before, my dear John, did it expreſs 
ſo much benignity. He ſuffered me to kiſs 
his cold, clammy cheek; and with his fee- 
ble arms, preſſed me to his boſom here 


| remained, until the Prieſt, who attended 


him, bumanely raiſed, and preyailed upon 
me to retire ;, obſerving, at the ſame time, 
in a low voice, that the remainder of his 
ort time muſt be ſpent i in ſpiritual prepa- 
ration—the ceremonies and ſacraments of 
his faith.— 

From chat time, until the « fell ſexjeant 
had made good his arreſt,” which was 
in about three hours, 1 did not fee him; 
but had the joy to hear, from the kind 
prieſt, that he died in love, and in peace 


with all; and that his paſſage was as tran- 


quil, as the ſeparation of, foul. and body 
could admit. 


Wp 


— 
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- Happily for us, my deareſt John, he 


made no will; though often preſſed to it 


by his kinſmen, Think and Thomas F, 
who, indeed, had every encouragement to 
expect a proviſion; and who, as they had 
conducted themſelves with fel and 


friendſhiptowards you, and tenderneſs to ny | 


mother and myſelf, maſt not be diſappointe 


There are means, my love, moſt amply ade. 


quate; for my poor father had accumulat. 
ed an immenſe property, which heaven 
has” now! affgned to your care and dif: 

Mare fent for our infant * ane ln. 
Able nurſe. O my love l- with what 
tranſport ſhalt I now behold him when, in 
the moments of pale penury, he was my 
only conſolatĩion Once more to be 


bleſſed in the ſociety of my love with my 


boy's innocent prattle---ſurrounded with 


affluence - and the proſpect of every earthly 


bliſs---is happineſs, almoſt too great for a 


mortal ! 
your happineſs ; yet I cannot refiſt boaſting 


- that he is a young Adonis, and his father's 


image l. 


By this poſt, 1 bade leut u credit upon 


the houſe of Grove and Hood, Croſby- 
Square, for one thouſand pounds, and any 
further ſum you may have uſe for; that 


your firſt appearance may be equal to your 
fortune, 


FE % DD wy 
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5 am inclined, not to anticipate 
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fortune, and that you may in London in- 
dulge the grateful, the generous feelings of 
your heart, where you have ſo long experi- 
enced friendſhip. Farewell my beloved 
my heart's delight for a little while longer 
farewell! . | 


- 
- 


Y) AMEL1A 

With much pain have I copied this 
affecting letter . · I can no more---nor dare 
I turn my thoughts to the widow, when ſhe 


is appriſed of her huſband's fate 


. : 0 , 
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1 MAJOR RANTER:. 
CAPTAIN D 0 YLEY. 


uuf Morning. 


I Ralph Neunter be not in Bee quarters 
in. Wrangle Warren—why may—may—but 
I hate boaſting, I—who am; at beſt, but. 


© a mere ninny,” thou knoweſi will not 
boaſt. No—let my polx os ſpeak for them · 
ſelves 

% How gain admiſſion! 2. —( with hands 
_ claſped, and . uplift, methinks- I hear thee 


_exclainr)—How ! why hear—hear me, and 


. maryvel—wonder at the ingenuity—the. fa- 
thomleſs depth in which L have immerged, 
in the myſtical circumvolutions of the Hy- 
meneal ſtream; and then fay—am I a di- 
veller? Why, you rogue, the 8 Stra- 
tagem is a mere flam to it! 

— Thus then—myſelfarmed cap-a-pee, (fave 
my horſe)—and the adventure will alſo ſhew 


thee, that a Major is ſomebody, even c. 


out 


a 5A fa aA == 2 vQ 
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ut his horſe. Boots, I grant ye, I had, elſe 
mighteſt thou exclaim with Major Sturgeon. 
But as I ſaid, or was about to ſay—myſelf, 
armed as myſclf—my man, as a Serjeatt— 
and my boy, a Drummer. They —one on 
the box, the other in the baſket of the Win- 
cheſter Coach, and myſelf f in the infide, ſet 
off for Wrangle Warren. 

„ What—all this oily" armament to 
e attack one woman? Peace - Peace 
Sirrah!—Ceaſe thy marvelling,” ©* and lend 
thine ear to my unfolding. “ 

We arrived at the village f, 
three miiles from the place of our deſtina- 
tion, by ſupper time, with appetites: 'befit- 
ting ſoldiers ; but after much refearch, the 
moſt dainty morſel-we could procure, was 
a bacon frieuſè and cabbage, delicately ſtewed 
in ſtinking lard—and even this, we were 
obliged to waſff down with ſtale beer !— 
However, hunger proved excellent ſauce; 
and as the jug went round, E gave my or- 
ders, and poſted each to his ſtation. 

At eleven the march began nor Cæſar 
nor Pompey was more big with the fate 
of his expedition —or Cato, with the fate of 
Rome —than was the a of chis 

little army | 

At midnight my ße deing bereily 
diſpofed in Wrangle Court Yard)—as the 


Hall Clock ſtruck 3 I gave the _ 
| or 
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for attacking the walls of old fort Virgin. 
Upon the word—two guns were fired, by 
the ſerjeant and myſelf; and this diſcharge 
was followed, by. a long and loud ruffle of 
the. drum. The- windows ſoon. opened; 


th while I. ſeizing the advantage, in * ma- 


jor 's. voice, vociſerated—- | 
. © Give no quarter to the S 
but be merciful to ſuch of the French, 
< as capitulate!—Fhe right wing to purſuc 
a the advantage—the left to return to the 
« fea coaſt, and oppoſe any freſh invaders : 

« —Quick March | 
My ſerjeant and drummer wheeled off 
Nur with their feet the ſeapoy's ne, to 
but their ſtrength. — 
Hh, "A Nbane this time, 9 window open- 

ed, and a coarſe voice cjaculated—** Jeſus, 

* have mercy on us!” By a faint light from 
the room (for the night was hideous dark) 
added to thy. lively deſcription, I doubted 
not but this was ſhe herſeli—in looſe attire 
calling on me for aid, 
e You are ſafe, fair lady,” ne} 
„you and yours. Open to me, the com- 
„ mander of the Engliſh army, your doors.” 
No ſooner ſaid, than done; and Lentered 
the fort, © in all the pomp, and glorious 
circumſtances of war !”* _ 

Of my progrels, will I write anon 
rao; hide, 

| RALPH RANTER. 


LIE U- 
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LIEUTENANT rox TESCUE. 
TO THE 


Riv. G. GOODWILL. 


| Gibraltar, 178— 


M Goda, den Cookin Bag for. 


niſned my colonel with a pretext for ſolicit- 


ing my leave of abſence; and I am included 
in the liſt of wounded, who are to return 
home. I therefore write, merely to fay ſo; 
for my heart is too much elated, to accom- 
modate me with fufficient gravity to write 
to my dear Goodwill, as I could with. 


Colonel Garton, on communicating to 


me the facceſs of his application in my fa- 
vour; told me, that he alfo had ferious 


thoughts of a ſpeedy return to old England. 


My only ungratified wiſh now is, that the 
ſame veſſel may bring us to our friends. 


Heavens !—how great my impatience, once 


more to ſee my native land! 


William ForTESCUE, 


 BELINDA | 


— 
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* BELINDA WORTHY, /* | 
* To St 
HARRIET HAIRBRAIN. 


# 
— * 4 
* 280 Tr 
» 


far outnumbered mine: now, that the moſt 


ſerious, and the higheſt object a woman 


can attain, is revolving in your mind; you 


entirely cut off all communications between 


us. Is it, becauſe my laſt breathed the ge- 
nuine ſentiments of my mind or that in 


me you can admit the idea of envy *—that 
I am thus flighted ? To alleviate my diſap- 


pointment, and to chaſe away conjectures, 
which 1 think my Harriet does not merit, 


have I peruſed your recent letters; and in 


one of them | have met encouragement to 
„ wave punctillios - your own expreſſion, 
my ſweet girl, while you upbraid me, for 
lagging in correſpondence. : 

"> | u 


. ear London, 12th Aug. 175. 


T HAVE known the time, when my dear 
Harriet's letters, on ſubjects of little import, 


FORTESCUE. ; 1 

In your laſt you beſought my advice, in 
an affair the very firſt object of a female 
mind the protection of her honour, in the 
hour of danger. inn 

It is in love, as in acquaintance. The 
lighted party, however juſtly they have in- 
curred veproach, is reſtleſs, until an oppor- 
tunity . offers to retaliate. If Doyley thought 
he had gained a place in your affections, he 
| ated like a villain—if he loved you, his 
conduct was that of a fool. Take it in any 
point of view, his atempt was vile, and 
deep laid; If he finds out your paſſion, 
from your remonſtrance or impatienee, you 
are loſt. He is · either indifferent about your 


o 


heart, or thinks he bas it ſecure; and, in 


either caſe, he is a maſt dangerous lover. 
Vour little head, and meandering heart, 
are, I fear, my dear Harriet, ſtuffed with 
Novels and Romances. They ate, be aſ- 
lured, dangerous incentives, when they ſoar 
higher, than to ſhew vice her own image.“ 
Which of us who have read Richardſon, 
that did not with to be a Clariffa ?—and 
where is the man that would not triumph, 
in aſſuming a Lovelace? As Milton almoſt 
converts the deteſtation of Satan into admi- 
ration, by repreſenting him“ armed, in 
* adamant and gold” - ſo do Noveliits dreſs 
their miniſters of intrigue in captivating 
colours, inſtead of expoſing their vices. 
| Avoid 


* 
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Avoid them, as vou thould this Doyley; 
for they are equally, though net perhaps 
ofthe oct. dangerous;—Mark rg whe 

the Poet: "4:16 ho tal 


'Tis not the ruby. * * e | 
Can raiſe à paſſion, that ſhould-never die: 
Beauty, the brighteſt, is the fraileftflow'r ; 
Fo. what amounts its weak, tho" red 


| | pow's?. 28 1 Ki. 
Perhaps ſome giddy, choughtleſ youth to 
Warm, C0 5 


While bloom hos ravefiobths n 
But ab n n de pride of beauty laſts, 
Whieh ends with e pain + Eee 
__ ©, neſs blaſts! X 
Be then adviſed, ye young and YOu 
And let fablimer charms engage your care. 2» 
ith ev'ry grace of mind attempt to ſhine; | 
Wich virtue, Wai [weet- of 


,.— npefs.jon 2. AD GE GET 210% 17; me 

With theſs. adorned, when beauty is no ty, 
PRC” OO YE 

Vet ſtill to charm, hall have the pleaſing bu 
powr; wh 


And not a ſmile ſhall be beſtow'd 3 in vain; orr 
But laſting as your: ig ol _ be . by 
15 | reign: a: if © KN | fol 


M AJOR | WII 


FORTESCUE. 143 


„ 


MAJOR RANT ER 


— — 


10 
CAPTAIN DOYLEY. 


| eNTERED the fort but of this me- 
thinks I told thee in my laſt—I would that 
could remember, in what part of this vir- 
ginic warren, I then left myſelf. 


I have it—The nymph huddled on ſome 
of her interior garments, and haſted to greet 
me, as the protector of her perſon, proper- 
ty, and virtue. | | 

Of her perſon, haſt thou ſaid largely— 
but judge how far ſhort thy deſcription fell, 
when the approached—decked in all the 
ornaments of ſweet ſimplicity—unaſklted 
by art = unadorned by dreſs: O how I 
found my heart enſlaved ! 
Her attire was perfectly ſuited to the 
night. A cloſe mob cap of flannel, tied 

under the chin ; and bound round her head 
with red liſting ; and which had the appear- 
ES ance 


— — 
* * 
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ance of holding in the day the ſame friend. 
ly intercourſe with the top part of her ſtock. 
ing, as in the night with her cap. A worſt. 
ed bed-gown, with ſtrings in - of. untied 
—and ſtockings ungartered. Petticoats 
yes, ſhe had one, of the ſame manufacture 
as her head-drefs ; but which was too ſcanty 


to cover a ſhift of “ filthy dowlaſs.” Her 


haſte and agitation would not permit her to 
put on either ſhoes or ſtockings hence aroſe 
a perfume, not perfectly odoriferous. 
Such is the purpoſed reward of my pre- 
ſent expedition !-—Thus did ſhe firſt preſent 
herſelf, to whom I hope to be wived 


Love—the nobleſt paſſion of the mind. 
Which binds—the libertine, to woman- 
LADS NOPE, 
When in our cup the. cordial draught is 
thrown 3 ; 
It makes a nauſeous draught—go ſmooth- 
hy down. | XY 
Love—all ſubduing love—whictrreverſes 
the machinations of envy—and diſcovers a 
thouſand beauties, where neither Venus 
nor. Hebe ever reigned—has extended an 
influence over me (aided, I grant, ſome- 
what by Plutus). <4 | 
She ſpoke—ye Gods, how ſhe ſpoke !— 


Nothing ſaidſt thou, of either her orthogra . 


phy, or pronunciation. Perhaps it paſſed 


_ unobſerved ; 
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- unobſerved ; or rather, perhaps, thy-roſe- 
bud of affection entire | monopolizing thy 
attention. Thou waſt bountiful, nay, la- 
viſh in communicating the-incidents attend- 
ing thy progreſſive love —and— I hate ingra- 
titude Here then followed our firſt 


cloſet ſcene. yh 
Enter Ralph Ranter. and Mis Bridget 


Ralph---And you really Miſs forgive me, 
for the ſcheme I praiſed on you, to gain 
admiſſion to your dear prelence.  _ 

Miſs Bridget. Lud, Sir !-How could 
you ſarve me ſo?—The maco you made in 
the court yard was ſo great, that I thought 
there was in rallity, a pardidgeous conquelt 
of people; which you muſt nolledge, Sir, 
was a great impropperiety. AKA 

Ralph.“ Your beauty was the cauſe.” 

Miſs Bridget. —1 wou, Sir, I trembled 
like an abſent leaf; but your impoſitions 
have in ſome meaſure made amends ; and I 
am now a little manured to it. 

| Scene ſuddenly cloſes. 

Was it not time ?---rifibility would cer- 
tainly have conquered my aſſumed 'gravity, 
had I not on the inſtant hit on an excuſe 


for the ſudden exit of 
| Rar.eH RANTER. 
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33 the maid has an affection for thee, 
and thou (I namè not love in thee) regardeſt 
her gold, ſo as to marry her, in order to 
become maſter thereof---well, be it ſo. 1 
think, that © a-pair was never formed, ſo 
wn "juſtly formed to pleaſe by nature“. 
therefore thou haſt my hearty concurrence. 
But diſhonour her not ; neither diſgrace the 
family to which I ſtand ſo fair to be allied. 
Let not the maſtiff of love, put himſelf on 
a footing with a pug. 
For myſelf---I am moſt cordially at enmity 
with the batchelor's life. An old batchelor 
is a nuiſance, little inferior to old maids ; 
for both are beings which nature never in- 
tended to create; or if ſhe did, it was from 
the odds and ends, after the great work 
was over, Mark the courſe of an old 
batchelor. e 
He 
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He lives for himfelf alone: for himſelf 
he lies down for himſelf he riſes. Na ten- 
der impreſſions enliven his waking hours- 
no agreeable reveries diverſify his droniſn 
ſlumbers. With the oppoſite ſex, he is in, 
continual war; and, ſhould he meet a wo- 
man intitled to his reſpect, he will either 
entirely avoid her, or turn his head as the 
paſſes him. The hours of a batehelor. are 
regular, and his pace ſober -- the ſalvation 
of a fellow creature would not alter the for - 
mer; nor the impending, ſtorm above his 
head, though on his road to the coffee 
ö houſe, mend the latter. If he ſhould poſ- 
ſeſs a ſprinkling of wiſdom, it has long turn - 
ed to acid, from the four difpoſitions of the 
veſſel in which it is contained. If he ever 
betrays the features of ſenſibility, it is on 
hearing the news of a feaſt; and whenever 
he exerts his judgment, it is on the merits 
of a haunch of veniſon. When he ſpeaks 
on the flavour of wine, he feels the rapture 
of a lover; and in the care of his cellar, he 
experiences the fond folicitudes of a father. 
His paſſions ariſe from his appetites; and in 
this brutal lavery does he, from day to day, 
linger out exiſtence, perhaps ſatisfactory to 
himſelf, but deteſtable to his fellow crea- 
tures. ; | 4 dd Deen | 
I be married man---how ſhall I do juſtice 
to the contraſt !—— His mind is harmo- 
| niſed 


* 
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niſed.-his manners ſoftened--his foul animat. 
ed by love, tenderneſs, and affection; and 
made perfect by an union with the gentlelt, 


moſt poliſhed, and beautiful part of the 
creation. His happineſs never ſtands ſtill, 
becauſe it is ſupplied from various ſources, 
fas depends more wor Urs than him- 
2 | 

The married man kjows but one home. 
He never leaves it without regret. He has 
no reliſh for friends or pleaſure, when ab- 
ſent, becauſe he finds all that is dear to him 
afar of, When releaſed, with what impa- 
tience does he number the tedious miles of 
his return, His well known knock is heard 
—his wife, the friend of his ſoul, the part- 
ner of his misfortunes, as well as the par- 
taker of his proſperity, welcomes his ap- 
proach with rapture l—joy fluſnes in her 


cheeks; aud he experiences emotions, 


which reſtrain his utterance; and both ſink 
into mutual tranſports. From this Eliſium 
bliſs, he finds himſelf rouſed by his children 


lovely as the ſpring—blocming as the 


roſe —elimbing upon his knees, and con. 


tending which ſhall catch the envied kiſs of | 


paternal fondneſs 

In his family, he reigns a petty er 
loving and beloved, In his houſe,” ſmil- 
ing plenty, under the guardianſhip of eco- 


oy is ſeen in- every department.” Ge- 
neroſity 
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nerofity is his porter ; hoſpitalit by Tron 
es round 


at his table, and innocent mirth 
his happy board! 

The felicity of a Wanried man is eternal; 
for when death tranſlates him from his 
earthly paradiſe, to heaven, he there meets 
his family, in the majeſtic reward of virtue 
and innocence. 

0 happineſs divine ! Source of concor- 
dant minds! — Who, but could wiſh to en- 
joy ſuch myſterious bleſſings! Who but 
would glory in theſe golden claims, in 
preference to the idea of r — 


F. DovLEy. 
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Nen Cowes, Ile of Wight, 179 
A GAIN—in my native land do I hail you, 


my ever valued friend! —— 

The floating hoſpital, in which I embarked 
from Gibraltar, with my- brave fellow ol. 
diers, whoſe lot it had been, in ſharing the 
glories of the ſiege, to be wounded---after 
being toſſed to and fro, by contending ele- 
ments, near double the time in which the 
voyage is uſually made---at laſt, with much 
difficulty, landed its mutilated cargo in this 


- beautiful iſland : and as a part of my native 


land, I paid it due homage, the moment! 
found my feet upon the pround. . 

Before J had been many days at ſea, 1 
found my pretenſions fully adequate to my 
ſituation; indeed, had I remained much 
longer, I ſhould not have needed Colonel 
Garton's interpoſition for my return. My 


wound might have quickly healed, but ſoon _ 


ſhould 
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ſhould have been=l(Aliened from all Told 
dear) ſick at heart- Hope, fear, and love, 
alternately rent my mind; and the bodily 
anguiſh of my fellow vo agers---the diſtreſs 
which was depicted in all around me---ren- 
dered the revival of my ſpirits, onee funk, 
impracticable. I ranked my ſufferings with. 
the molt.diſtrefſed amputat victim; thopgh | 
my arm was nearly. free fram, pain, a I 
came on board. 8 

| find my ſelf renovated, . in the SE 
ſight of this moſt ſertile ks The e 
barveſt—and the proud farmer, ſmiling at 
the pyramids, the reward. of his mats 
which adorn hls yard.” 

The ſurgeon whs, Arend us on our 
voyage, has laid an injunckign on his jar 
ents to inhale, for a few days, the refre 
ing air of this place, where nature has f 9 
bountifullx ſmiled; and I, though Tanguiſh- 
ing under impatience to viſit London, have 
acquieſced. Indeed, the meaſure was indiſ- 
penſably neceſſary ; ; for 1 found the mind's, 
alcendency over the body had been 59 
great, that I could ſcarce ſoppert myſelf, 
in the ſhort diſtance, between the harbour: 
and the inn. 

How therefore hall L employ my time! 5 
—I would write to you, could 1 furnilh' 
what would prove worth * your peruſal; W 


H 3 


; 
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at preſent, both mind and Lied makes a 


pauſe. 34 nee 


aft Sur cell in the Alem 


A 1a trüber the concomitant of 
a diſordered fate, © overcame me, ere 1 
could finiſh what I wiſhed to fay to you; 
and a Walk which 1 took a little diffance 


from the. town, has not tended. to reſtore 


my ſpirits, though | find myſelf able again 
to take up my pen. And yet I much doubt, 
whether the ule of it 1505 extend farther 
than to conclude my letter, were it not to 
relate to you the event which arreſted my 
reſs ; and which is as ene, as, i, 
0 e days, it is i ingular. Th 

I had for a few minutes been rapt, in 
conſiderinig t the wonderful gifts of nature, 
as the waving corn before my eyes repre- 
ſented a gentle rolling of the waves; when 
my meditation was broke by the murmur of 
1 5 
1 turned round to obferve from whence 
the voice ifſued; and.near a romantic 
church-yard, at little diſtance, 1 perceived 
an old man, apparently labouring under the 

heayieſt diſtrels. 5 
n 
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On m approach, I found the poor 
wretch, frantic with grief, as his hair was 
filvered by time. Vou—whoſe heart beats 
in uniſon with your ſacred function —and 
ſympathiſes where it cannot reheve—will 
drop a tear, upon the woes of this poor old 
man. I ſhall, therefore, as near as I can 
remember, give you a ſketeh of the ſcene 
which paſſed between us 

„How long,” exclaimed I, as 1 advanced 
towards him, ** will the tear of ſorrow be- 

* dew the furrowed cheek of age! — EX 
What is the cauſe of your melancholy, 


* good old man? 
* The loſs of three good friends, Maf- 


ter 
85 New chem ;—for I am intereſted i in 


* your fate, ——— 

I think your countenance would- not. 
* mock: me,“ anſwered the venereble man 
* —They are Heath, Content, and Plenty.“ 

« Such aſſociates, F grant you, are ne- 
* ceflary to a man's happinefs in the world; 
tell me, therefore, how loſt you them py 
By oppreſſion. I am now fourſcofe. 
* Ten years ago I knew not ſorrow ; but 
it has pleaſed the- great diſpoſer of hu- 
man events, to embitter my latter days 
Ecco bring theſe white locks with ſorrow 
to the grave!“ 


* Who could oppreſs thee What 
„ wretch. 
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wretch could pain o venerable a 


man? 3 
„ The inſtrument with which God choſe 


to effect my ruin was, an obdurate and 


wealthy landlord. Yonder farm I rented 


almoſt fifty years. That houſe upon the 
hill, I firſt drew breath in—I, my fa. 
ther, and my father's father—in that 


houſe, thrice ten years I was bleſt with a 


loving wife, and, a numerous offspring, 


I ſerved both my God, and my King. 


Sixof myſons are now fighting the battles 
of my country, while the father that be. 
gat them has not a ſhed, under which he 
can reſt his weary bones. My daughters 
are married, and afar off; and I would 
not, that they knew the miſery of 
their father, becauſe each, day ] truſt 
my pain will be at an end. Why, 1 
Father, wilt thou not hear my prayer? — 


Have I ever, in word or r deed, ane | 


thee ?”? 
Here the wretched man, for ſome mi- 


C— 


nutes, with his hands claſped, and his eyes 
uplift to heaven, fervently prayed. . —fle 
afforded me an opportunity of wiping away 
the tear, which I found ſtealing down wy 
cheek. — 


«© And wherefare,” reſumed I, doſ: thas 
chuſe this melancholy place, to linger 
out thy days?“ 

cc Aye 
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« Aye there, my Maſter, you wound 
e me to the heart! Tis charitable in you 
« — Thoſe are yet my friends who remind 
« me of my Martha—O Sir —here lies the 


upon it in the bittereſt agony. The ſcene 
was too much to bear——1 would have 


quit it here, but that my hand had not yet 
ſympathiſed with my heart —my purſe was 
yet unopened.— | | 
As ſoon as tae old man had a little reco- 
vered himſelf, I reſumed “ You have not 
yet told me, wherefore your landlord hath 
driven you to this diſtreſs ?”? B 
« Alas! alas, Sir !—he is not worthy 
* of the name of landlord, nor hath he 
had uit long. He is the nephew of my 
* poor old lord, and as ſoon as he got 
* poſſeſſion of the eſtate, he oppreſſed the 
tenants, by every means a bad heart 
could deviſe. He inſiſted on my paying 
fifty pounds for a leaſe. I never had 
* one from my old lord. I had not fifty 
“% pounds: the laſt guinea 1 had expended 
a few weeks before, in fitting out my 
youngeſt boy for an India voyage. I fay, 
* as I had not the money, he turned me 
* out of doors!“ — 


66 Here's 
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_ Here's ſome for thee,” faid L with an 


aching heart it is all I can give“ 


 .* I want it not—a few old neighbours. 
„ hitherto have prevented my dying on the 

e grave of Martha—they bring me food 
« but I will pray for you, if you will give 
« it to the ſexton, to dig me a grave by 


the fide of Martha. 
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FROM THE SAME 
TO 


THE SAR 


He of Wight 


5 Tunis little iſland, which thought in- 


capable of n a ſingle anecdote, or 
producing a circumſtance worth communi- 
cating—abſtrated from the eulogiums the 


contemplative mind muſt beſtow upon 
bounteous - 


wh — —— 4s 4, ©» © — 4 0 — hy 
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bounteous nature, as the exe luzuriouſly 


wanders over its verdure—I have found 


equally pregnant with incident 


I was retiring to reſt laſt night, when the 


ſudden fall of as I then imagined—ſome 
piece of antique furniture, in the room im- 


7 mediately over that in which I ſlept. - This | 


conjecture Was however diſpelled, in the 


moment of its adop 
the landlord of the houſe in which I took 
up my quarters, inflamed to a pitch of ex- 


travagant brutality; - and whichalmoſt drown- 


ed the cries” of a diſtreſſed female, ' ſuing 
in vain for his pity. I had before witneſſed 
in him a natural ferocity, and which had 
been highly cultivated, by many years ſer- 
vitude as a boatſwain's mate in the navy. 


When a grant of the ſupplicating prayer 


of mercy. bangs ſuſpended with what a 
ſudden and noble impulſe will the pitying 


heart wage war upon the obdurate flaw | 


nature will ruſh through every ſenſe, and 


inſpire the body to aſſiſt in obtaining the 


God-like boon ! Under ſuch emotions did 
I ruſh into the room of miſery—but, who 


can paint the tragedy which preſented Its 
ſelf ? 


On the ground lay a wretched female 
in whoſe face, through the overſhading 
clouds of famine and diſeaſe, appeared the 
remains of beauty, and ſoft delicacy. My 
; fſavage 
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tion, by the voice of 
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landlord was in the act of finiſhing 


ſavage 


che brutal act of turning, at the dead time 


of night, his wretched and naked gueſt 
into the ſtreets, This piece of barbarity 
he had begun, by dragging her forcibly 


out of her ſick bed; and her fall from | 


thence upon the floor, fortunately brought 


me to her aſſiſtance. Congealed 2 hor. 


ror, I for a moment, unobſerved, regard. 
ed him; for he was too intent upon the 
completion of his brutality, ” notice my 
approach. 

What a wreteh 10 man Wich the 4 
dowment of underſtanding, exceedi 
cruelty the moſt ſavage bitt of te 
. earth or ſea! 2 

Have pity!— mercy!—Let me 
« only ſtay till mg P —exclaimed 
the unfortunate victim to the unrelentin 
wretch, who, as he ſecured more firm hold 


of her half anatomiſed frame, replied— 


„Morning won't pay me, d'ye fee,” 'l 
% have waited for your fellows long 
enough, and now their ſhip's unde! 

* weigh, you ſhall bundle out, or my 
« name's not Ned.” ——*< That,“ ſaid I, 
ſeizing him, © is the name of a Chriſ. 
< tian; therefore diſgraced, when aſſumed 
« by a ſavage.” 

Cruelty and cowardice, like ine end 
and impudence, are neceſſary attendants 
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on each other. The puſillanimous wretehi, 
though robuſt and vigorous, ſuffered me 
to retort upon him the moſt ignominious 
chaſtiſement—oppoſing me only, by a moſt 
diſcordant, bellowing for 2 His 
voice ſoon arouſed every individual in the 
houſe, which the dying cries of the poor 
victim was inadequate to. Soldiers and 
ſailors—gueſts, and their attendants—and 
ſervants of every denomination—indiſcri- 
minately poured into the room. The voice 
of the ſea calf, firſt commanded attention. 
His firſt charge againſt me ſoon gained the 
decided judgment of the majority of the 
multitude, conſiſting of his own ſervants, 
and ſome of mine hoſt's old meſſmates from 
the men of war at Spithead. My reply was 
entirely drowned in the clamour theſe 
worthies raiſed againſt me; and I verily 
believe, had not the appearance of the un- 
fortunate female, for a while amuſed the 
ſentence, which they were about pronounce 
ing upon me; I might have ſhared a worſe 
fate, than that from which I had reſcued 
her. The piteous ſight, and her more 
piteous tale, turned the ſcale of prejudice : 
ſhe was reſtored to her bed; while I pro- 
ceeded to raiſe an immediate ſubſcription 
tor her relief. 3 

This wretched female, I found from one 


of the ſervants, was of a good family, wh 
9 ad 
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had been driven to her fate, through the 

common — the unavoidable road to infamy 

and diſgrace — ſeduced - betrayed by her 
lover —and driven out of doors an helpleſz 
wanderer upon the earth — Thus do parents 
daily act they make the feelings of nature, 
ſubſervient to paſſhon; pubhſhing their 
ſhame, by conſigning the child of their 
boſom to everlaſting 3 Without pity 
—without remorſe—they ſhut their doors 
againft their offspring, becauſe ſhe has fallen 
into the ſnare of a perfidious man! Inſtant 
death would be charitable ; but even that 
noble attribute falls in the common wreck! 
Hence vice accumulates /—hence un- 
bluſhing proſtitutes increaſe—hence parents 
entail infamy on themſelves, ſacrifice their 
offspring, and diſſeminate deans, aids on the 
riſing generation 
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A CELEBRATED author, in ſpeaking 


of unfortunate | females, ſays— When I 


e recollect the wiles.. that are practiſed 
« againſt them the infamy with which 
« they are branded - the little ſhare many 
af them have in bringing down deſtruc- 
tion upon themſelves—and the little pains 
that are taken by the: very world which 
* condemns them for being corrupted, to 
preſerve them from corruption—beheve 
me, my fortitude, and piety, have ſome- 
times forſaken, me; and in the firſt per- 
* turbation and anguiſh of my ſoul, I have 
© been tempted to ſay, Why haſt thou 
** made-themy thus? tag bt | 

But what they are, they have been made, 
not by their God, but by theinſelves, and 
their fellow creatures - by the exceſſive 
wickedneſs of thoſe who ſeduce; and, in 


part, even by the rigid and n 
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of thoſe who cenſure them. It is very eaſy 
for the malignant motives of degradation ; 
and it is very right alſo, upon better mo- 
tives of benevolence and of caution, to. 
hold up to the mind, the lewdneſs—the | 
profancneſs—and the ingratitude of proſti. 
tutes. 

But the ſeeming extenuations of their crime, 
will, by judicious management, become 
real ind forcible preſervatives againſt the 
contagion of their example; for it is equial- 
bees, and right to ſhew, that moſt of their 
aults originated in the craft the profili. 
gacy---and the cruelty of libertines, dy 
whom they were deceived, re de- 
* and perſecuted. * 

We ſhould recolle&, that they: who are 
now tainted by the laſt dregs of pollution, 
were once ſpotleſs---that goaded by 'perpe- 
tual indignities, from the vileſt and the 
loweſt herd, they have gradually become 
callous to all ſhame.---that,' being abandon- 
ed by others, they at laſt deſpaired of them- 
ſelves---and that unaccuſtomed ' to meet 
with favour which might ſoften, or with 
counſel which might reclaim them, they 
loſt the power of valuing, with the 
expectation of e f either favour, ot 
advice. 

Vour conduct to the -unha ppy female, 


was highly praiſe-wortky. How 1 
a long 


2 a * 
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long to preſs the honeſt hand, which ſyms 
pathiſes uh a generous brart. A 


intimate, that your ſtay in the Ifle of Wight 


will be uncertain, I am unwilling to risk 
by letter ſome particulars which have tran- 
ſpired reſpecting Belinda. At preſent, 
content yourſelf under the aſſurance, that 


they are not to your diſadvantage ; but, to 


ſpeak my genuine ſentiments, I would ra- 


ther tell you; that all your hopes were cut 
off: for I cannot fayour a paſſion, built on 


\ 


ſo ſlender a ſuperſtructure. | 

My friendſhip would urge me to meet 
you; and could my purſe gratify my in- 
clination, I would in perſon have anſwered 
your firſt letter. Beſides, if my regard for 
you would for a moment admit the narrow 
thought, I could envy you the pleaſures of 
retirement; or rather, the charming ſocie- 
ty of nature, highly ornamented, as it muſt 
now be---while this great paragon of cities 
appears like a place deſerted on account of 
peſtilence: its inhabitants enjoy aquatic 


amuſements, or renovating among the ripe - 


harveſt, The men collecting vigour from 


lea bathing, and the women repair 
beauty in the element of N 


with a few others, whole avocations or cir- . 


cumſtances forbid ſuch recreations, breathe, 
and ſcarcely that, amidſt the putrid exha- 


lations of toul ſtreets, guggling gutter 'S 
* R. "OM 


* 
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and efferveſcent gulley- holes Charming 
ſubjects, to brighten a dull imagination | 
Tou will therefore, my dear Forteſcue, 
{ 
c 


in pity, on every opportunity, write to, 
_ Your ſincere friend, 
S8. GooowILL. 


1 


* "x 7 
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A DREAM, thou fayeſt, did for thee, 
more than the adoption of all my maxims, 
- Liſt to mine of laſt night. —— ——— 

Methought I was in a defert, overcome 
with fatigue, and parched, both inſide and 
out---with the fun, and with thirſt. - Soon 


I heard an awful ſound; and, coy 
a 


6 tt Hl. 
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2 hill to obſerve from whence it proceeded, 
found it was the roaring of the ſea. It bee: 
an to grow dark---and the proſpe& more 
F-cadful On one ſide, was a boundleſs, 
ſandy deſert, without a ſprig of heath, to 
diverſify the dreary blank—on. the other, 
the hoarſe, deaf ocean, each moment com- 
ing nearer and nearer; without even a 
ſea monſter, to break the ineffable ſolitari - 
neſs. | 32 
If there was any thing of a pleaſing me- 
lancholy, it was ſuch, as would have made 


the voice of a ſkreech-owl, or the more me- 


lodious notes of the raven, moſt grateful. 
It now grew quite dark and cold the ſea 
became louder, hoarſer, and nearer— the 
wind howled, and it began to rain. I was 
afraid to ſtay where I was; and yet more 
afraid to move. I was ſeized with liſtleſſneſs 
and deſpair; and was reſigning myſelf to 
my fate—to inevitably periſh—when the 
ſudden ſtrains of melodious muſic raviſhed 
my drooping ſenſes. Vivid graſs ſprung— 
loity and luxuriant ſhrubs bloſſomed—bor- 
ders of flowers preſented themſelves, dew- 
dropt and fragrant. The ſea was covered 
with ſtreamerg—fiſh gamboled, and ſhot 
ten thouſand rays—birds of innumerable 
hues joined melody—every thing appeared 
in ſeaſon and ſplendour. : 
n 
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In taking a full ſurvey of this Eliſium 
proſpect, I perceiyed within an arbour of 
vines and evergreens, a correſpondent build. 
ing of poliſhed marble. TO OTA: 

1 entered this celeſtial dwelling, and 
found it finiſhed with ivory, ornamented 
with gold and filver, and ſtudded with 
diamonds. In a long gallery were dancing 
to the muſtck which ted me to behold them, 
an innumerable company, clad in all the 
colours of the rainbow, and blooming with 
youth and happineſs. —This magnificent 
ball-room had the heavens for its canopy. 
On a ſudden, the muſick ceaſed; and 
the dancers arranged themſelves on each, 
ſide of the room, preparing, as I imagined, 
to do homage to their lord. —All was huſk- 
ed in ſilence !—A door opened at the far- 
ther end of the gallery, with the terrific 
echo of an enchanted caſtle. A ſtep was 
heard, heavier than that of the burthened 
elephant, for it ſhook the battlements; 
a refpiration, louder than the purring of 
the royal tyger. I fancied myſelf an intrud- ' 
er on the palace of a Genii, and was almoſt 
congealed with fear, certain that my diſſo- 
lution was at hand, In vain I wiſhed my- 
felf again upon the deſert—in vain I courted 
my former mifery |— 2 

The figure of authority advanced, and 
I needed all my fears. The dancing ny —_ 
8. 


{ 
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and fwains, Who were certainly cęleſtiak 
bodies, proftrated themſelves, and Ffollow-" 
ed their example, with my eyes fixed upon” 
the floor, fearing to look upwards 3 Fat, 
like Azor inthe Perſtan tale, this Genn 
proved more gentle in its manner, than its 
aſpect foreboded. Fe "of OR Tai IS * © il 
It advanced in the form of a Brobdigna- 
rian female, of ſtupendous and awful ſta, 
ture. Seeing my fears, the affumed much 
complacency of manners; and by her looks 
and geſtures, 1 plainly perceived that ſhe 
was captivated with my perſon. She ſeated 
herſelf in a cHaif,” which" would have ex- 
hauſted che ingenuity of a ſcfiool- boy in 
climbing, to fol o her example. She then 
extended her arms, which were as large as 
the wings of a windmill, and took me upon 
her lap, with a ſquieeze that almoſt broke 
my ribs. Then mne put on the moſt coquet- 
tith airs linge the itt a look—ſwperet, 
like the grinning of an enraged lion — broke 
my knuckles With an-amorous fillip, and 
dillocated my ſhoulder witti a pat. 
The coldneſs with which I received her 
advances, had well nigh proved my de- 
ſtruction; or, at leaſt, had almoſt bereft 
me of my ſenſes. Finding her amorous 
dalliance of no avail, and perhaps ſuppoſ- 
ing, that fear operated too powefully in me 
to make her a ſuitable return; ſhe terrified 
W IM" [ me 
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mewith a laugh, more deaſening than the 
clack of an hundred old maids then ſighed 
a .hurticane—ſneczed ; 'A whirlwind 
a tempeſt, by blowing her noſe on a hand- 
kerchief, of the ſize and thickneſs of a 
large Turky carpet—and conghed an earth. 
quake, 
Perceiving that Lſtill hung pack, he took 
out a warming-pan of Huff, and; {pilled a 
ſhovel full with a moſt cpgaging air—then. 
offered it to me, who! Ke .almoſt 
choaked. On my refuſal, pocketed 
her ſnuff. box, and e A Wo more. 
capacious, machine, filled with tobacco, 
and from which ſhe took a quid, of the 
fize of a houſe mop, That alſo proving 
ineffectual, ſhe opened her fan, and ina 
pet uſurped the aint of  Zolus,. by 
flirting it. At laſt, ſhe burſt into a flood of 
tears, ENS cauſed a deluge, and ſwept u me 
from her lap. With the fall I awoke. 

Say, if 1 8 dareſt, that this dream is 
not equally propitious to the dreamer, -as 
thine to thee, —Is't not a WEALTHY omen 


to 


Ralf RANTER T 


WorTHY 
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Tr buchen which is FOO Rem 
ſudden ſurpriſe, or fear, falls far ſhort of 
the preſent ſtate of my mind; and you, 
Belinda, make a part of my diſtreſs. Yet 
| wiſh'not to alarm you, for I {titF am in- 
clined to wer a. „ Garnen on 
the cauſa. . 
| have lately: #eceivel 2 letter, ef 4 na 
ture highly alarming to myſelf; as it ſhould 
prove ſerious to you. I am therein offici- 
ally addreſſed as your guardian, by a man; 
known to me only by name; but with 
whom I am inclined to think from "his 
vriting (a ſtile little ſhort of ambiguity) 
that you have a much better knowledge of 
bim, than you have had generoſity to ac- 
knowledge. Have I, Belinda, merited in 
you, what can juſtify your concealment ?— 


I 2 Has 
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Has my conduct warranted your want of 
confidence in me? —If you deny not theſe 
—wherefore, by halves, do you commy. 
cate what moſt concerns your future wel. 
fare ?—Why trifle with him, who holds 
your intereſt in a balance with his own? 
I have ſaid much to you, of the conſe. | 
quence of an early attachment with your 
oppoſite ſex. I have queſtioned you te- 
ſpecting the ſituation ef your affections; 
and, ſanctioned by experience - licenſed a 
your guardian —and, above all, impelled 
by the moſt ſincere affection—I have en- fr 
deavoured to ; ſhape in your the unſteady tu 
courſe of youth, through the many diſſicul - m 
ties which attend a perfect union of hearts. co 
You anſwered me, as I thought, with can- 
dour; and though I have diſcovered in he 
your ſubſequent conduct a partiality; yet! 
remained eaſy, under the conviction, tha 
I. ſhould be, on all occaſiens, admitted — 
into your counſeliss Wt 2 BIT” 
I haye received a letter, from à diſtant WO for 
land, without any prefatory addreſs fol Wh wa 
citing my permiſſion to the writer to v. 
you as a lover. His pretenſions he adds, ren 
arxe—that he is a Soldier. I will do him the bo 
Juſtice to acknowledge, that he is poſſeſſed 
of the leading feature of his profeflion- live 
undaunted courage. + Pf 78617 
IF q | * This tha 


= - 


and as he builds his ſolicitations to me, 
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This letter is ſigned, W. For TE SCU E;“ 


on your privity, and, perhaps, immediate 
conſent, I find myfelf called upon to ſup- 
port my diſcountenance to a meaſure, which 
however, for the preſent, you will find 
totally impracticable; and in doing this, 
though you may ſuppoſe the charge of con- 
ccalment- may be retorted upon me, yet the 
ſequel will prove my conduct to you, uni- 
formly affectionate. - 

Tou have a Father—my- moſt valued 
friend whoſe attributes as a man, and vir- 
tues as a parent, however myſterious they 


may now ſeem to you, are worthy of re- 


cord and imitation. | 

Your mother died in giving birth to you 
her firſt child; leaving your father moſt 
diſconſolate and wretched. . In a fit of de- 
ſpair, he flew to me, with you in his arms 
—and in the bittereſt anguiſh intreated me 
to preſerve you, for he had loſt: all reliſi 
for worldly cares. His country, he ſaid, 
was grown hateful to him; and in foreign 
climes he was determined to mourn the 


remainder of his life, for his irreparable 


loſs. In vain I endeavoured to ſoothe and 
comfort him—in vain 1 beſought him to 
live at home for his child. He replied, 
that with me, you were in better hands 
than his on —and there, he ſaid, through 

725 ; clouds 
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clouds of ſorrow, he felt a beam of com. 
tort, Which ſerved to prevent his —_— 
the prerogative of nature. 
Lou father was then a captain in the 
army; and he immediately procured an 
exchange from his own regiment, to one 
ordered abroad on a ſecret, and, as ſup. 
poled, a dangerous. expedition. He left 
with me the management of his worldly 
poſſeſſions, reſerving only to hirnſelf, 2 
moiety of the pay of his commiſſion-tbe 
other half, he empowered me to receive 
for your uſe.- “ Be a parent to her,“ ſaid 
he, as the tears of paternal affection gli. 
tened in his eye, but never let her know 
Who is her tather, or her mother's fate, 
© till Fam no more.“? 
A few years paſſed, wichen any other 
intelligence of your tather, fave what | 
learnt at his Agent s, in my regular at- 
tendances to receive the ſtipend, upon 
which. you were reared and educated. 
There 1 was conſtantly informed that 
«- when the laſt accounts came from the 
« regiment, he was alive. 

At length, the corps was relieved: from 
| forcign duty; and on the wings of ſincere 
affection, I flew to Portſmouth, to witneſs 
their diſembarkation. I placed myſelf on 
the beech, in order to catch my friend in 


_y arms, as he landed; O bow anxiety 
in. 
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increaſed; as the ſucceſſion bf boats from 
the tranſports! approached; without him 
whom I ſought! The laſt boat touched the 
ſhore; ſtilt the friend of my boſom was 
wanting when; with a: faultering voice, 
J enquired for him of the officer who com- 
manded the laſt party; and had the morti- 
fication to ſind, tliat on the regiment being 
ordered home, he had made intereſt for 
promotion, and was appointed Major of 
the — regiment of foot, then ſerving 
under Sir William Howe, in America. 

The news of my friend's promotion could 
not diſſipate my:ſorrowat not meeting him. 
With much heavineſs of heart: returned 
home; and - notwithſtanding your father's 
neglect of correſpondence, 1.redoubled my 


care over his daughter; for having long 
deſpaired of ever ſecing him again, and be- 
ing unbleſſed with children of my own, I 


adopted you, Who had ever gone by my 
name: and plabed you, for the benefit of 
your education, under the care of my mo- 
ther, in the vicinity of London. | 
About three years ago, moſt unexpect- 


edly, for I had not received the ſmalleſt in- 


timation, that either his corps or himſelf 


was about to return home, your father 


knocked, at my door. He flew to me, and 
long preſſed me to his boſom, under a flood 
of tears, ere I knew in whoſe arms I was 

en- 


a” 
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enfolded. This produced a ſtill more 
affecting interview. Is friendſhip of o 
fort a date — Where's my child my 
child? —exclaimed the affectionate pa- 
rent, whom I that inſtant only recogniſed. 
Time and abſence had made ſtrange 
in his face, but his heart I found beat with 
the warmth of - friendſhip, and paternal 
affection. e T utt „ac born 

Ale aſſigned reaſons for his filence which it 
would have been uncharitable not to admit. 
I concealed frèim him no circumſtance of 
my conduct and care over you; and as I re- 
counted each trivial incident af your: liſe; 
how his eyes ſparkled with paternal joy! 


My ſtory of you being ended, he for a 


long time pauſed, apparently in the' deepeſt 
meditation. At laſt he thus replieds- 
.$ Purſue the ſteps, | in which yon have 
trained my child, yet alittle longer; far 
<; wilt not difcover myſelf to her, until 
„can with propriety relieve you of the 
& ſacred truſt— and this cannot be, While l 
% am a ſoldier. I am in the fair cad 
ee to promotion, and truſt, that a ittlc 
time will give me a regiment— chat ac- 
s gquired the remainder of my life ill. a8 
to worldly matters, be eaſy: If I can 
er ſummon ſufficient. reſolution, I will, 
< for the preſent, barely witneſs the virtues 
and accompliſhments of my child. 


He 


havock | 


— e ©S&sS 


—- „ M—_CC TR. a—_— << A or 3 


FORTESCUE. 177 
He ſaw you—and that was all; for his 
feelings were too ſenſible in your preſence, 
to bear with the fiction of your birth—he 
was obliged immediately to retire. You 
perhaps do not remember the circumſtance. 
I have now. communicated to you axſe- 
cret, impoſed; upon me to preſerve. by the 
ſtrongeſt, injunctions of your parent; byt 
10h the divulging it would be at- 
tended with far leſs conſequences tg you, 
my dear girl, than might reſult from an 
affection, formed without his concurrence. 
As I haye now, entruſted you with the 


circumſtances | o your birth, my precepts, 
or advice will be no longer neceſſary ;. and 
it is with no ſmall degree of ſatisfaction 
that I can conclude the intereſting informa- 
tion, by adding that I daily expect your 
father in England. — — 
, Won. 


” Ub + ” 
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Hos my ever honoured parent, for 
by that tender name muſt I always know 
you, ſhall I attempt to anfwer your letter 
of yeſterday? O Sir!— could I impreſs 
you with an idea of my ſituation — ho 
the tear of ſorrow and joy alternately took 


poffeſſion of my breaſt, as my eyes devour- 6 


ed each myſterious line, until overpowered 
nature yielded to the too weighty load, and 
my ſenſes for a few. moments left me you 


would, I think, diſpet your ſuſpicions,” and 


grant me pity ! If ever child's affection for 
a. parent, exceeded that which glows in my 
breaſt, whenever I bring you to my mind, 
and with equal truth I may add, that you 


are ſeldom abſent from my imagination if 


ever priſtine filial love reigned 14. 
purity than in my heart—I ſhould 
myſelf a very wretch, unworthy of you ten · 
der care and attention. 7 

What you ſaid to me of my father, leaves 
an impreſſion on me, like that produced 
from the effect of a pleaſing dream. When 


chink of it, 1 am NE” in a n of 
con- 


# 
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conjecture. How ſhall I ever divide my 
affections How ever be taught to revere 


another parent! Vou, Sir, muſt be my 


tutor you muſt fortify me to bear the 
meeting; for when I look back to my ſitua- 
tion, on hearing that I had a ſecond parent: 
] dread the conſequence of my emotions, 
on finding myſelf in the arms of the author 
of my being. 

Your charge againſt me of duplicity, for 
ſurely my concealing from you any circum- 
ſtance in which 1 needed your advice, me- 
rits not a gentler name; has not leſs drown- 
ed me in ſorrow, than your account of the 
exiſtence of my father exalted me with joy. 


A ſwoon happily relieved me from the con- - 
tending paſſions, and without your mother's . 


affectionate care, I am inclined to think, 
that I ſhould not thus early have been able 


to exculpate myſelf. L know not of For- 


teſcue's writing to your-l could not ſup- 


poſe he would have had the temerity. As 


to the ſituation of my heart L. beſoech you 
not to queſtion me. I will in all things 
obey—at leaſt. until: my father arrives, I 
will endeavour to make even nature ſubſer- 


vient to duty or you have done, much for- 
me — much more than can ever be: repaid, 


by the obedience and affection of 


BERLIN DA. 


What 


: 
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What name ſhall follow that of Belinda? 


—O Sir! unfold yet a little more 1 
tety K N E "i404 451 


2 #300 
. 2 , EIS 
D'O . Þ Fe e 
0 1 N : 
U T ve 2 1 — MY 
er een 


Ho 6 in! communication 
Canſt not find time to write?—Why' now, 
my hours hang hedvyl My courtſhip, thou 
wilt answer, is mechanical Granted ut 
if my mechaniſm can gain the prize, Thall 
IT not . alte that which is 0 8 che 
whining lorer? Arni o. 2 
II fear, like thee 1 NPY wheat lab. 
"Whenever 1 puſh matters home, ſhe an- 
ſwers, that men are horrid cruter. and then 
ſhe mutters ſomething about time and pa- 


tience. Pſhaw, reſume I—time in love, 
Miſs, 
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Miſs, can be attended with nothing good. 
Why time, Miſs— What mighty Ts have 
not been done by time lt fours ſmall 
beer—ſhrivels . — anne 
cow beef. „ en 199 ate 
I have- undertaken, Frank, a more ardu- 
ous job, han I was aware of. Well haſt 
thou called me the maſtiff of love—ſfor 
e'faith, I need both ſtrength and e 
She is, with whom 1 have to cope witha 
a very ſhe- wolf, aided with the EN of the 
moſt experienced bitch- fox. I grant the 
ſcent is ſtrong; but chen her tolles often 
leave me at fauli, as the hunters term it. 
Her houſe reminds me of Commodore 
Trunnion* s - fortified caſtle; Tis true, 
there are no pateraroes before her door 
but then her ſengue would confound the 
army of Numa Pompilius. The Comme 
dore permitted no female to ſleep within Kis 
walls —Mifs Biddy drives out the men at u 
given hour; and then is your por friend 
Ralph obliged to make a ie mortify- 
ing retreat to a damned cock-lof?, above the 
coach- houſe. Nor prayers, nor threats, 
would gain me another half hour, or a ſin- 
fie ſpoonful of grog, after the clock has 
ruct the midnight hour. But when I am 
Major Domo, claim thou of me, the far- 
theſt bin of wine, and all thoſe bottles of 
rich 
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tich cordials, ereof the quires har uncle, 
ſtood poſſeſſed. TW My 
\;, Returning 3 ſhooting hex: a 1 of 
eaſants, the other day, my ears were 
affailed, ere I came in Gglt of the houſe, 
with a naco, as ſhe calls it, between Miſs 
Biddy and her maids (Jcrays their merey, 
I mean her female ſervants). Thou wilt at 
leaſt pity me, when thou heareſt the cauſe, 
My night- cap, wy had been diſcovered, had 
dipped. into the { ame walning tub with, ber 
en 
Name not again thadee j in ene 1 be. | 
ſeech you; for the /night-cap ougdoes pru- 
i dery, and ſets coquettry at defiance. Her 
ſmock was colimpinhtelts 3. and the AMP * 
aQtually begun gain 


The deepeſt Wedel. fiek! oatnumbers l 
his calculations—the pit often receives him 8 
chat dug it. If 1 do not Wear this ſame {c 
Night-cap on * e Acht, there is y 
no gallantry in in 1 2 1s wee te 
Tt 1 wh 8 1 1518 17 1.7 ib 0 
T1: 9 ws 2 3G $432 nan Ra ANTON £ tl 

077 2458 1 9 ; y 
| "$f; 2 t 
£43) 4 WE Jad of t 


* 


5 26h þ . . c 
Fn? 1 * 3 
% _ 


i 


* 6 p 
—— .. ? } 


"Harrier 


my = w * 


FORTESCUE 163 


0 N « 4 
8. G1 }- A+ 


VE 3 Þ3- a P 11. 
x - -_ 
23> ? F327 Ki p 
* 
ger“ . 1 ** 0 9 
- ; : = F 
— 


* Crazy zy H "Hot 2 


11 


Your limite, 4 Belinda, > 
' unmerited, and unjuſt, . Twas pity alone 
that reſtrained.” my pen But as you appear 
to have forgat. Forteſcue, I will reſume a 
corre ſpandence, in Which I have received 
ſo much ſatisfation and inſtruction. And 
yet methinks you might have. dropt one 
tear, or ſacrificed one tribute of ſorrow, 
on finding him among the unfortunate, in 
the ſiege of Gibraltar. 125 

1 would fay much to you; but muſt de- 
vote this day to more ferious buſineſs. On 
this awful day, my dear Belinda, does 
Doyley make a formal demand of my hand 


to ho old bell am all | agiation— 
= by * * and 


184 FORTESCUE. 
and can ſcarce hold my pen, while | lay chat 


fathomed thee ! Why you whorefon rogue, 
d'ye think that F am to be filenced with 
moraliſing ? Or, doſt ſuppoſe thy picture 
of a batchelor, was a ſhot, from Thich I. 
Hould'riſe no more? Is the world reformed 

ſince laſt we met? Art grown fentimentally - 
fad? „With all my heart, I'll not be obt 

« of faſhion.” As then thou eanſt only 
write /entiment—thus I anſwer thee. - 

; ou 


I remain, le 
Sincerely yours, at 
| 9 
HARRIET HAIR BRAIN. a 
| Ef 
4 
I. 
r 1 
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Lou attack your Dulcinea with the 
lover s wailings—l mine, by impudence 
nm ſtratagem. + You write a lecture to me 

the ſuperior. advantage of your laſt 
opal meaſures; ſurely then in turn i may 
ſupport my maxims. Firſt. then my impu- 
dence, which thou haſt of hte io nd 


reprob ate. 
Mark the advantage of the impudens 
man— 
— 1h iy cantretied, 8 
6 Scoop to the forward and the bold, ann. 


There is nothing Uke impudence fo. EY 
vancement in this world. Without -impe- 
dence, the nail of greatneſs i is ſeldom driven 
home, though r is indeed ſometimes 
impoſed, and always conferred, without 
intreaty, on the dignitaries of the church of 
England. As to that of Nome, its digni- 
taries have not always been remarkable for 
modeſty, witnefs Pope Joan. Een the 
celebrated Ganganelli i is ſaid to have.;owetd 
| his greatneſs to palming the literary work 
of another for his ow]n. Mahomet, in 
mockery of the text, If ye have faith, 
« ye ſhall remove mountains, told his fol- 
lowers, that he would command a moun- 
tam to come to him; but when the moun- 
tain obeyed him not, he not at all confound- 
ed, ſaid, then I will go to che ** 

t 


Fd 


4 
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It is im that mimicks fire andlight 
in the ſmoke of Methodiſm, and apes a ty. 
rant breakfaſting on the wind. Julius 
Cæſar yielded to few, either in impudenre, 


— 


or ambition; but perhaps Oliver Cromwell 


exceeded him in the former, in that maſter. 
foe of turning out of doors the very 


arliament, on whole - ſhoulders be bad 
rxiſen. 4 434 > 342 687 7 1 


The late Lord Chathar am, wha; comlatodto | 


the above characters, was but a ſecond rate 
actor, contented to rule as a Miniſter. He 


decame, from a Cornet of Horſe, in a 


manner abſolute, by the force of modeſt 
aſſurance, proportionably ſubordinate to 
that of the ſovereign monſters mentioned. 


Lord Chatham, I ſay, ſilenced Mr. Gren- 
ville, a formidable parliamentary combat. 
ant, by finging a reply to him in theſe 


words —“ Gentle Shepherd, tell me where” 
and thereby affixed the -niek-name of 
Gentle Shepherd” on him, as long as he 
lived. Genius, effrontery, and buffoonery, 
united, are irreſiſtible. | But at preſent, 
impudence, in the two auguſt Houſes, like 


the oratory of molt of the worthy members, 


which is nearly confined to the right 


„hondourable gentleman,“ and the ho- 


„ nourable gentleman,” is at a low ebb, 


often conſiſting in point blank contradic- 


tion, the method of advancement now in 


ſ | vogue. | 


FORTESCUE 87 


vogue. Lord Chatham, like the great 
Duke of Marlborough, before him, and 
Charles Fox, after him, roſe by the mode/? 
aſſurance of turning Tories to Whigs ; and 
at laſt met the fate of all trimmers: the 
former died aſſerting the empire of the 
2 over the Americans, after having 
pirited them up to rebellion; and Mr. Fox, 
once their champion, became the enemy 
of their commerce. What was Lord Chat- 
ham's true meaning God knows: perhaps 
% beam of light broke in upon him * 
as to Mr. Fox, none will believe that a pri- 
vate Treaſury ſugar-plumb can have weight 
with him. 

However ambition and haug htineſs ac- 
tuated Lord Chatham, fordidnch or mean- 
neſs could never be laid to bis charge. I 
would, that I could ſay as much for mo- 
dern miniſters. Lord Chatham might be 
ſaid to poſſeſs a noble raſhneſs of genius ; 
but he was neither a ſcholar, nor a writer 
nor to be put in competition with the all- 
accompliſhed Bolingbroke, As to his ſon, 
though inferior both in genius, and modeſt 
aſſurance, he ſeems to have adopted the 
Carteſian, philoſophy, greatly outdoing Sir 
Robert Walpole, in drawing every. thing | 
into the regal vortex, in attempting to 


unite Miniſtry and Commons in a junto of 
Stock- 


= 
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Stock jabbers— making a r es N 
on the couplet 


Damnation follows death in other men, 
hat your d — 4 poet lives and writes An.“ 


As thug— WOE 
Damnation follows death in other men, a 
But your d- Stateſmen live and rant . 


As to the changes which impudence is 
daily the cauſe of, my ſentiments are thoſe 
of the afs; that, being hurried by his mal. 


ter to get away from the enemy, aſked,. 


whether the enemy would lay more fand- 


bags on him than he did? In former times, 


indeed, when canquerors impoſed the moſt, 
intolerable hardſhips on the conquered, and 
carried them away into captivity, as Euro- 
peans now do Africans, it behoved nations 
to repel invaders; but ſince the cuſtom of. 
the ancients has ceaſed, and the contention 


is, by what governors ſubſets ſhall be ruled. 


or opprefled, I am of the aſs's. opinion. 

Ir 1s impudenze that gives the ſtateſman: 
facceſs—the lawyer eloquence—the block-- 
head conſequence—and the lover what he 
Agbs for, what he lies for, and what he 
dies n | 

Art anfwered 82 no—and 1 will add, 
that i it was impudence that made a Major of 
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, near London hee 


2 "Pal N a . of con jectures 
in my mind, which I find myſelf 3 
e O my Harriet my ſweet friend! 
—1 pray do not deal ſo. hardly with me in 
your retaliation. Vou play with weapons 
which pierce my very heart while I, with 
the mildeſt methods, ſuited to the gentleſt 
jealouſy. of friendſhip, only reproved you 
for a ſmall relaxation in its duties. Cruel, 
unkind one ꝛ⁊xuu⸗ꝑ 
Did you but know with what an awful 
ſubje& your wanton retort was coupled, I 
am ſure you would participate in the dif- 
treſſes of your friend, inſtead of augment- 
ing them. Mr. Worthy—whoſe care over 
me has ever prevented the wiſh, and ſup- 
plied the want of parents—has, in his laſt 
letter, 


letter, written under the impreſſion of my 


diſobedience, informed me, that I muſt» 
anſwer. for my ſuppoſed miſcondu@ to a- 


real parent—a living father, who has long, 
with paternal fondneſs, directed the courſe 
of his ſuppoſed orphan child. 


Scarce had I experienced a momentary | 


reſpite from the agitation into which this 
awful information had thrown me, when 


your letter was put into my hands. The 


well known direction was a beam of com- 
fort; and, while I unfolded it, my mind 
was diverted from its perturbation—momen- 
tary joy ſported over the gloom of melan- 
choly—but like the lingering patient, who, 
on a feeble effort of nature, thinks his de- 
liverance from malady at hand, and on that 
hope overcharges his ſtrength, until he 
ſuddenly finks nearer to diſſolution — ſo 
drooped your friend on peruſing it 


And yet—now that a ray of reaſon is re- 


turned—I think —nay, my Harriet could 
not thus  trifle—the thought diſtracts me! 
Forteſcue wounded!— Recall thoſe words 


—Say, you dealt too ſeverely with your 


friend - you ſhall have the forgiveneſs - the 
be ee ee, en 
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My DEAR GIRL, Meet I 
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Inavt ſaid, upon my laſt ſubject, all 
think prudent; and, as I before — 
more than your father has ſanctioned. 
Though I feel for your, fituation, well know- 
ing the tormenting ſenſation of ſuſpenſe, 
yet Mr. Forteſcue's letter ſufficiently war- 
ranted me to check the impetuoſity of his 
love; and I could deviſe no means ſo effec- 
tual, as that of informing you, of the ex- 
iſtence of a long loſt parent. If therefore 
you ſtill urge me, I muſt painfully decline 
our correſpondence until I ſummon. you to 
his paternal embrace. As you are not de- 
ficient in mental endowments, I truſt you 
will call them all to. your aid, and arm 
your- 


12 ˙ FORTE S CU E. 


yourſelf with patience. In the mean time, 
my duty to you ſhall find no relaxation: 
Though I have had ſome leſſons in the 


ſchool of mankind, Ticannot reconcile my. 


ſelf to this letter. It ſhews a mind, too 


much diſordered, even for the effects of 
violent love. Hiſtorians tell us, that in 
bodily ſtrength we daily waſte—experience 
convinces me, that morality and religion 
are forlaking Chriſtian countries, and ereQ- 

ing their facred temples in ſlavery. The 
youth of the preſent day enter upon life, 
under a perſuaſion of the truth of Pope's 
fallacious and dangerous aſſertion, that 
every woman is a rake at heart.“ He 
thinks every woman may be ſeduced from 
the paths of virtut and duty; and confiders 


the moſt amiable of the ſex merely as an 
object of ſenſual delight. Her reſiſtance, 
he thinks vanity; and her repulſive argu- 


ments, he terms downright prudery. On 
the other hand, the unſufpecting innocent 
victim of his licentious purſuits, __— 
the ardour of his paſſion: for affection, too 
frequently yields her honour to a villain: 
and the heaven intended partner of domel- 
tic bliſs, falls a martyr to the cauſe in which 
me hoped to reach the fumant of eatthi) 
happineſs. 

Know your father, ere > you fee "your 
| lover. ; 
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Ig tell "A of a virtuous ruhend ſa- 
crifice, would be an offence to the God of 
love; but as ke is only an urchin deily, and 
can laugh at thoſe on whom the light of 
Hymen's torch” doth not ſhine, once more, 
under his favour, will I mortify thee: 
The feet face of heaven has 8 
an union, which no mortal can breax -an 
union which tas make Frank Doyley the 
happieſt of men. My ſweet Harriet —ſhe 
whom I thought all levity—ſhe to whom'T 
long behaved under thy pernictous counſels | 
found of a mind oppoſite” to thy con- 
jectures, as 1 myſelf am to thee——Ta 
bleſſed with her—the partner of my life! 


| have fought for her—l have won her— 


| vill wear her as my brighteſt jewel, trea- 
lure her in my heart, and feaſt of  never- 
K cloying 


7 
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cloying rapture ; unknown to ſordid foul; 
like thine. Return, I pray thee, to Lon. 
don—that mart of ſenſuality,  Go—and, 
like Epicurus, taſte of every diſh, but eat 
of none — ſacrifice at every Paphian ban. 


quet while I, with my beloved Harriet, 


propoſe to ſweetly divide our time, between 
the chaſte bliſs of love, and the rural ſports 

of the n e 
| 1 muſt however uſe thee according to thy 
deſerts thou haſt been communicative, 

and. J. will repay thee. + TS 

I have ſaid, © I have fought for hep! 
I.-did ſo. Many. a; Juſty blow was, deal 
upon me. hy my beoriſh rival, by whom! 
was attacked by | 
Returning from: inviting ſome company, 
who lived a few miles from tlie Hall, to a 
dance given by my; Harriet, a blow from 
ſome inyiſible enemy brought me on my 
Eee. Had it taken its intended direction, 
my poor Harriet might have loſt her intend- 
0d Fuſband: . I received. it on my left 
Maulder, and, notwithſtanding the ſmart, 
and the darkneſs of the night, on the in- 
ſtant 1 ſuppoſed it came from my rival Peter 
Plod well. Moſt fortunately, I had in m 
hand, a ſmall Reute but was ſo ſtun- 
ned, as to be ata loſs in what direction 
to preſs upon my enemy. Another 
blow ſuccecded=and. another—while my 
N arm 


d by ſurpriſe, ere I could rally. 
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arm ated as à ſhield' to my head. At 


length I found a refiſtance to the point of 
my ſword, Which was followet! by the ery 
of © Murder,“ in the known voice of Peter. 
The dunghill cock is moſt valiant, until 
he feels the ſmart of a blow from the fpur of 
tis adverſary. Peter roared out, A Sword! 
« A Sword Swords are not fair fighting 

« and I am a dead man! 
I now feared more, than IJ had done in 


my danger from this affafſin-like attack. 


With the moſt anxious folicitude for his 


-. 
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and finding none, I became much caſier; 
but a ſtream of blood convinced me that 
my weapon had befriended its maſter. the 
Continuing my ſcarch, 1 found him wound. of 
ed in the ſame ſhoulder on which his firſt mel 
blow fell on me, and of little ſignification, ** 
1 now.exulted, and thanked God for di- Wa 


recting ſo equal a puniſhment. oo 
On my return to the Hall, though the 2M 


rencountre terminated thus happily, yet 
there was an evident diſorder in my looks, 
The cauſe was demanded, and echoed from 
all parts of the room; and the concluſion 
of my narrative afforded much mirth. It 
proved alſo of ſervice to myſelf; for the 
worthy *ſquire, who before had but half 
.acquieſced with the wiſh of my love and 
her mother, now ſprung from his chair, 
and holding out his hand told me, that! 
had ſuffered too much for any woman, and 
.that he would dance at the wedding, He 
then proceeded in a moſt ſarcaſtical ſtrain 
of irony againſt his neighbour Plodwell, 
and exulted in his diſgrace, obſerving, that 
bad he fought fairly, and won the laſs, he 
ſhould have had her; and then quoting the 
adage, that a faint heart never gained a 
e fair lady,” gave me the hand of that 
heart, which I had WY been in LL 
Lon of, | 
| Our 


3 
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Our nuptials were now hallened; and 
he moraing appointed, with the conſent 


i of all parties, for their celebration. A 
ſt meſſenger was diſpatched, to haſten the at- 
n 


tendance of our friends; and, while my rival 
: vas ſuffering under the hands of the ſur- 


W rangle Warren — 76 8 


F geon, received my bleſſing from a holy 
1 Father of the Church. He gave happineſe 
t extreme, to a 

, | 
n F. DovLx v. 
| 

t 
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« Joy to PRA Dejley—Joy to BET car 
Joy to this happy Day | 
| That makes me Uncle to wy wage thee!” - 


Mankos to thee again rue 
fort has capitulated— the garriſon is mine 
—and within this very hour am I pro- 
claimed Governor, with all the cerremonies 
of revered religion! 

The 


98 - FORTESCUE. 
The particulars ſhalt thou e con. 
ſummation—— 


RAS RanTzs, 
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The M orning after M arriage. 


Lr. Monks and Miſanthropes pretend 
to what they will —the ſoul of man cannot 
be ſatisfied without an union with a wo- 
man | 

I promiſed thee a detail of the ceremony. 
I have heard of an ancient cuſtom among 
our Cambro Britons, which I purpoſed put- 
ting in practice, had I not accompliſhed my 
Purport through gentler means. In ſome 
pert of Wales, a wedding employs every in- 


dividual 1 in the neighbourhood—as 
On 


N. 
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On the morning of the wedding day, 
che bridegroem, -aecompanied by his 


friends on herſeback, demands the brides 


Her friends, who are alſo ready mounted, 
gire a poſitive refuſal; upon which a mock 
ſeuffle (mine ſhould have been u one) 
enſues. The bride, mounted on horſeback 
behind her: kertikinfman, is carried off full 
ſpeed, and is purſued by the bridegroom 
and His friends, with loud ſhouts; It is not 
unuſual to ſee on ſuch au occaſion two or 
three hundred: Tes riding full ſpeed, 
croſſing and joſtling, Ip no ſmall enter- 
tainment of the ſpectactors. When they 
have fatigued themſelves and their horſes, 
the bridegroom is fuſfered to overtake the 
bride. He leads her to church in triumph; 
and the day is cloſed in mirth and feſtivity. 
In ſome, parts of Lorkſhire and Northum- 
berland, marriages are alſo ſolemnized in 
a ſtile fomething fimilar. If the pariſh 
church happens to be at the diſtance of two 
or three miles from the bridegroom's cot- 
tage, the friends of both parties ſummon 
the happy couple with band 'huzzas, 
at break of day. As ſoon as they find the 
parties making preparations, they return, 
mount their horſes, and affemble at an ap- 
pointed place near the village. Here they 
ornament themſelves, and their horſes heads 


and manes, with * ribbons; 
then, 
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then, forming a line of: march,, are led en 
by the next of kin to the young people, pre- 
ceded by ſuch muſic as can be procured i in 
the country. In this order they again ſum- 


mon the bride and bridegroom, who now 


_ anſwer them, mount ſeparate horſes, and, 
tide by ſide, lead: this cavalcade to church. 
Ide ceremoney being ended, they fe- 
| mount their horſes, and ſet off full ſpetd— 
whip and ſpur. He who is firſt home again, 
dances in the evening with the bride, which 
18 eſteemed a great honour ; for in obtain - 
ing it, many an accidents have | hap- 
_ pened,. 

The day is not — * concluded with 
that harmony, as among the Welchmen. 
The labouring peaſant of Vorkſhire, knows 
no luxury beyond a draught of bomebrew- 
ed ale; therefore, it is not to be wondered 


at, that the. cheer, of the wedding day 


In the after- 


proves too potent, for hin. 
and amuſe 


noon, they wreſtle, cudgel, 


themſelves with various athletic exerciſes, 


until, like playful dogs, they become ſe- 


rious; and, at laſt end the dT in a battle · | 


royal. 

| My « wedding, ts neither the York- 
ſhire, or. the Welch faſhion. It was. the. 
ſole contrivance of Mrs. Ranter. Conſent 
obtained, [ proceed to' a nomination of 


e ſeared the prying. 


time. and place. 8 
1 | _ eye 
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eye of curioſity, and I applauded her pru- 
dence, © She dreaded the circumſtance of 
our mutual love ſpreading farther than her 
own territories, and I was terrified at its 
being known in them; for ſuch ſoup mea- 
ore and roaſt beef phizzies never met. Nay, 
the very boys affail us with, „there goes 
„% Lean Jack, and Fat Squat. Judge then 
of the caution to be uſed, in the tacking 
together two ſuch oppoſite elements. 
“ 1 have it,” ſaid ſhe, after half an 
hour's mutual cogitation—* Haſte for a 
« licence, and be fure-you give Mr. Pounce, 
the proctor, hu/h money. I will to-mor- 
„row wear my night-dreſs (you remember, 
Frank, the flannel petticoat and mob cap) 
and do you exchange dreſſes with your 
* man — then by day-break, like — | 
'* ful lovers, we may ſteal unſuſpected to 
* the church.“ COP DUES ee 
Excellent wench,“ quoth 'I—The - 
licence obtained, and the morning beam- 
ing, we ſet off, a couple of as dirty, drowſy, 
frowſy lovers, as ever aſſailed the noſe of a 
parſon. Our difguiſes, however, precluded 
a knowledge of our perſons ffom all, ſave 
the“ Vicar. and Moſes.“ The former, 
whoſe mien was that of the moſt portly 
Dominican Friar, burſt into a paroxiſm of 
laughter, on our approach to the altar; 
and my bride, determining not to be be- 
; K 3 hind 
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hind hand, ſuddenly ſunk into my arms. 


I, overpowered with the weight of my bar. 
gain, fell under her, at the imminent riſk 
of being bruiſed to death, 


Having diſengaged myſelf, by the all. 


ance of the limbs of the church—my tweet 
bride began to revive, and called luſtily for 

2 ſmelling bottle, an appendage which did 
not belong to ber nightly attire. The 
faſhion of fainting was | found even here 
as incomplete, without the reviving aid of 
ſalts, as in the ſide boxes of a theatre, or 
an over crowded drawing room at Lan 
James's. 

In my diſtreſs, (for: I feared the com- 


pletion of our nuptials might meet a fatal 


delay) 'a thought ſtruck me. Among the 
accoutrements of a oy 0 piſtols are ab - 
folutely-neceflary ; and I never ſtirred with- 
out them. Pugs: pes | one' of the barrels, 
Lapplied it to the no 


compared to that of the famiſhed centinel 


at the gates of Calais, on aſmoaking Eng- 
liſh firloin of beef being carried paſt him 


it inſtantly-revived the dying fair one, and 
the ceremony was gone through, without 
further interruption, to the no {mall ſatiſ⸗ 


faction of, 
2 | Thine afedionate Uncle, 
RALPH RANTER: 
| SINCE 


rils of my charmer. 
I !be pretended effect it produced, may be 


F'O/R/T-B'8'Ci Un; GP oy 


« SINCE as one ſcience Lovs and Wax are known, 
Invade your Miſtreſs, as you would a town ; 
But firſt confider, ere you break your ground, 
How ſtrong ſhe is—how many thouſand pound : 
Think if the place be tenable or not; * 
Some might be loft, as ſoon as they are got. 


As at a TOwN— when you approach your LASS,: 
Firſt reconnoitre with grour faithful glaſs, 

Then make approaches to your wiſhed-for prize 
With chat, with compliment, with ſpeech of eyes, 
And. try if paſjion's rhetoric will move | 
The M ib to-liſten to the terms of love 53 


If not, let prudence harſher, methods roule; - = 3} : 


Bonbard with oaths, and batter her with yow— 
Wich martial oaths— =Cry. Blood and Thunder "BY 
. You love her-yabetter far. than plunder: Tora Porn: be, 

If theſe ſhould, fail ch enemy to decor, 
Let adulatieh en mf art emp“). 
Thus under coer, let your tains be dafl, 5. {44 * . 
And ſap, or mine her with her chamber maid; 
Make falſe alarms, with all that art ſupplies, 280 T 

Storm her with kiſfes—blow her up with debe 
If proteſtations Mould arouſe deßre, 1 * 2 
Let even tears to make a breach conſpire, .. 6h 4 { 
Drown her with water, who repels j your fire; | 
Aſſault pride baſtion, batter ſcorn's redoubt, 
Lill on her citadel a flags hung out; hy 
Tis then the golden, conqueſt you baye won, To | 
The , ber wealth, her land, are all your own.” 
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I HAVE, ſince J adopted the refolution 
of writing to you—and ſurely my ſituation 
expiated the offence—endured a conflict in 
my mind, far more terrific than the dan- 
gers of our late ſiege. Would you but 
admit, that you have given the fmalleſt 
pain to an indiyidual, I ſhall again hope 
to receive your pardon for laying my com- 
plaints before you. Are not the laws of 
God and the laws of Nature ſynonimous! 
—And if ſo, oppoſing one, is oppoſing 
the other: ſo our, inclinations cannot be re- 
ſiſted ; and though our endeavours for their 
completion are not ſucceſsful, they claim 
OO é OE 

I can no longer controul myſelf under 
the cold dictates of prudence. I had de. 
wes US 7 19 $93. 00041 TS 8: «| 1 | termined 
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termintd in perſon to tell you. 
what even my pen fears to reveal. Spare 
me, my lovely Belinda, for I find myſelf 
at this moment a very coward. Is there a 
danger here below, that for my country 
I would not face? — And yet in approach- 
ing you, my heart ſinks within itſelf, With 
a tormenting throbbing, unknovn in the 
very front of perſonal anger! 
— — — — — 
fear to proceed and yet cannot longer 
conceal a paſſion, which, when founded 
in pure virtue, is not to be controuled 
a paſhon in me, reſulting, not from a haſty 
impulſe, but begun with admiration; and 
nurtured by time and abſence to a pitch 
perfectly unſupportable. Even in the bat- 
tle's heat my mind was bent on you; and 
therein I had an eſcape, which I cannot 
help accounting a happy omen. As I acti- 
dentally turned to obſerve that part of the 
garriſon where my moſt reſpected friend 
and patron Colonel Garton was ſtationed, 
and which was an involuntary motion, di. 
rec led by the all-ſeeing eye of Providence 
in that very moment I found a muſket pre- 
ſented at me by a young fiend, a diſgrace 
to the Britiſh army, who had long nurſed 
in his mind that inſatiable dæmon, revenge. 
This ſon of infamy had formerly provoked 
S quargel between himſelf and me, which 
ter- 
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terminated. in his (diſgrace, though in ſame 
meaſure rr but his reſent⸗ 
ment wWas ſtill alive. I had barely time to 
obſerve, that it was he, who was acting 
the aſſaſſin, when Providence rewarded us 
both according to our deferts. I warded 


off the contents of the muſket from its di. 


retions but in ſo doing received a ſlight 
wound in the. arm, and in the inſtant a ſnhot 
from the natural enemy killed my unnatural 
foe. Hence my name was inſerted among 
the wounded.. , OE WP To(S 019 gr 

— But this is not the We of ee 
en that theme, methinks [could write a 
volume; and yet I can fay nothing no- 
thing more, than that mine for Belinda 
exceeds all language, and falls ſhort of the 
moſt lively-defcription. If it is rejected 
at leaſt 3 * 3 pra . 
_ 0 v4 | l 
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Tat. is not, I truſt, far diftant, 
when J ſhall embrace my child, and offer 
the heart-felt tribute of gratitude to my 
friend; but never can I repay you never 
ſufficiently teſtify the fulneſs of my heart. 
I have procured an exchange for halfpay, 
on moſt adyantageous terms, and have 
taken my paſſage tor England. Heavens. 
—at the very name of my country, how my 
heart is elated—for there is my child 
there my friend— that is dear to me! 
How does my dear girl — but I aſk. you a 
. © queſtion you cannot reſolve, before 1 hope 
to be bleſſed with her in my arms. I pray 


you excuſe me — bear with the fond CW 
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of a/parent—for when T think of her, I ſind 
myſelf in my yrs though ſome years 


are yet to run, ere 
I muſt content myſelf, yet a little longer, 
in praying that the hand of Providence ma 

ſhield her till J am bappy—that alone wad 
be with her, though I have endured ſo 


many painful years of abſence—but "twas 


for her; and I now look upon them with 
ineffable pleaſure. 
With the gentleſt . methods prepare her 


to meet a father—ſhield the ſuppoſed or- 


phan with fortitude to approach.her long 


- loſt parent. Sudden joy is more dangerous 


than the ſhock of fatal tidings—how then 
will her gentle nature ever ſuſtain the meet- 
ing, when the parent, at the * thought, 
is unmanned |! 


To your mother—O ceahs me what to 


fay !—The authors of my being are not 
more dear to me; for ſhe has been a mo- 


ther to my child. How much more than 


filial recompence does ſhe merit, who pro- 


tects the orphan—for ſuch has Belinda been 
to her. Heaven furely has for you both, 


great ſtore of happineſs—I invoke its 


choiceſt bleſſings on you. I am frantic with 


joy, while my heart bleeds with gratitude: 


— — — — RS 
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reach my climacteric. 


FORTE S CUE 209 


> oy . N 
a = = 
>» 4 * 5 * 27 n 
L - * = £ Ss. . 7 10 
9 : 
< > F , : 4 v 
| £* - * < - 
* - * 
RR - 
8 4 . 0 74 4 <a * = "3 * 
* 14 . S 
s 
- 


FORTESCUE 


© * FRE. 


© 

* oy 
= : a 7 * 
: 1 # | . 
N * 2 * „ 8 1 

a, & . 2 | 2 * 1 I 10 
F 1 » + 4 «# 4 „ = 

„ -— ® 


44 . a4 - 8 


.6 0 0 D. . 1 e 
Hine 40 cb 13 ous 


F 1 Wight _— gt 
Ms « hes no wieder 


find, has — ly. exceeded the time necel[- 
fary for the reinttatement of my health the 
reaſon will ſtill more excite your wonder. 

am, my dear Goodwill, degenerated 
into a moſt arrant coward; and yet my 
cowardice is of a nature, which 1 do not 
conſider l to myſelf or my counts 
try this of, courſe you will ſay is a * 
docx. 
Laſt night, 1 formed a be of pro- 
ceeding to London; but the morning pre- 
ſented dangers, which found unſurmount- 
able. I arraign not the elements; for the 
ſea held out an, invitation to the ſmalleſt: 
bark, to venture on its boſon - 

If ever your ſoul knew the effects of love, 


and I am ſure it 1s not inſenſible to the ten- 
der 
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der paſſion however you may reprobate it in 


me, you will not only forgive, but extend 


your friendly aſſiſtance. Whenever I can 


muſter ſufficient reſolution to proceed on 
my journey, I go throw myſelf at the feet 
of my Belinda, and *tis this, that makes a 

coward of me. It is a paſſion too decply 
rooted, even for your friendſhip to ſhake; 
therefore, if you regard your friend's hap- 
pineſs, do not longer thwart his purpoſe. 
To attempt it, I haye left my regiment, 


and in its accompliſhment will I riſk my life; 


for, if I cannot exiſt while one effort re- 
mains unattempted, and in its failure F'lofe 
* reliſh for earthly enſoyment. A et 

In your laſt you tell me, that yon have 
ſomething to ſay of Belinda. I am on the 
rack of impatience; nor do J fmd the 
ſmalleſt reſpite from your adding, that it 
is not to my diſadvantage.” But 1 mut 
alone blame myſelf; for as you have ever 
openly, thereby acting to che teſt of true 


F cannot impeach your conduct. 

In my diſtreſs, I have written to her, I 
know not what—and. no ſooner had1'com- 
mitted the letter to the poſt, than I blamed 


myſeif for my temerty. O my friend, js 


prove yourſeff ſuck— What am 1 fayin 
 —Prove yourſeff Forgive me, ' Good I, 
r you have been a . 


friendſhip, oppoſed my paſſion for Belinda, 


valued friend. 5 5 
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60 to Belinda conjure ybu-intreat 
—mark her looks, for ſhe will, ere then, 
have had this fatal letter. She knbws how 
ſtrong friendſtip is cemented between us, 
and may betray to you her ſenuments. Do 
this—and you will releaſe, from 8 
your 2 
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12 FOUND: Belinda. cites the impreflioh! 
of heavy affliction. Her eyes were ſwollen 
and overflown with tears; and Mrs. Wor- 
thy in vain attempting to Toothe' the appa- 
rent angutfh of her mind. 

I endeavonred, by gentle weile to 
learn the cauſe, for 1 greatly feared” they 
proceeded from Jour letter; but, not to 
keep you longer in ſuſpenſe on that head, 
thus early tell you, that it had not come 
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to hand. You muſt however arm _— 


againſt ſurpriſe, and encounter di ich 
in my opinion, unſurmountable. 
The ohject of your affection is no longer 


gentleman of that name. 


It appears, that her father is living, and 
an officer in the Engliſh ſervice ; but in' 
which department, or of what rank, I could 


not learn. He was ordered on foreign ſer- 


vice, immediately after the birth of his 
only daughter Belinda ; and as he has been 


with very little intermiſſion abroad, he di- 
rected his daughter's ſituation ſhould be 


. kept a profound ſecret, He 1s expected 


home in a few days; on which account Mr. 
Worthy has thought proper to prepare his 
daughter to receive her father, _ 

This is the ſtory communicated to me by 
Mrs. Worthy ; and as ſoon as' ſhe had 
ended her narrative, the young lady, raiſ- 
ing her drooping head, faintly (and to my 
n ſurpriſe), aſked me, when I had heard 

rom my friend at Gibraltar? I anſwered, 
© This very morning —1 expect to ſce him 
% in town, in a few days.” Her embar- 
raſſment was too evident to eſcape the ob- 
ſervation of either Mrs. Worthy or:myſelf— 
The old lady looked diſpleaſure I confu- 


ſion; and, in the midſt of a en em- = 


barraſſient, [ retired. 


Here, 5 


Miſs Belinda Worthy, or the niece of the | 


* 
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Here, my dear William, I muſt intrude 


my obſetvatioris, and again offer my advice. 
I have ſeen enough to convince me of mutual 
paſſion. Remember, that 1 again caution 
you to conduct yourſelf with prudence. , . 


The ſituation of the young lady is, to 


you, | moſt critical. She may prove the 
daughter of virtuous parents; but I rather 
fear her to be the offspring of unhallowed 
love. There is ſomething 1n the tale I have 


heard, ſo improbable—a tale fitting alone 


for the days of romance—that, I mult be 


free to acknowledge, it carries not to me 
that ſatisfaction Jever feel from the effects 
of conviction. 72 
Her dejection, and apparent diſtreſs, 
occaſioned, as I was led to believe, by her 
being told of the exiſtence of a father 
and her emotions, on the mention of your 
name, appear to me rather the effects of 
laboured ſtudy, than of pure nature. Sure- 


ly, the grateful news of the exiſtence of 4 
long loſt parent, would have elated the gen- 


tleſt breaſt, and not depreſs it. The tale 
of the officer, too, contributes not a little to 
my ſuſpicion. Colonel and Captain are 
titles affumed and debaſed by travellers, 
as well as honoured by the rewards of me- 
rit, and long ſervice. The illegitimate off. 
ſpring of abandoned nobility, are uſhered 
into the world as the lawful children of 
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officers of nominal rank—and why may got 
the plebeian - rate, who, in many, inſtances, 
ape their ſuperiors, . in this faſhionable. Ace 
_ alſo copy their original? 

Let me Tarch: A liedle farther i into the pro- 
babe of, my 1 urmiſe; and firſt, 28 tb 
17 earlieſt acquaintance: with this, young 

ady. You have told me, that it tool place 

at a public concert—a ſpecies of entertain- 
ment open to all who offer their money. 
She was then in company with Mrs. Wor- 
thy—a lady, perhaps, meriting. ber appel. 

lation and God forbid that I ſhould impute 
. aught to the contrary for Fargue from 
circumſtances, not upon facts. 

Theſe two ladies, unconnected with any 
other company, you met in public; and 
as a man of gallantry, befitting: the cha- 
racter of a older, you aſſiſted them to a 

hackney. coach. The elder. lady proved 
communicative, for ſhe told you her place 
of reſidence. In a day or two you repaired 
6 thither, was kindly: received, and ſoon. fell 
in love with the young one. Your affeQi- 
on has increaſed with ſuch rapidity, as Now 
to approach madneſs. 

Are theſe conneQed circumſtances, car- 
rying along with them credibility, to vindi- 
cate the conduct of a man of ſenſe, in his 

love for a young lady, ſituated and cirgum- 
. like Belinda Are theſe. ſuſſicient 
| grounds 
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grounds on which a man may build the 
hope of permanent happineſs ? Or is this 
the conduct ↄf a diſcreet , matran—or-this, 
of a virtuous ſemale ? It may eninare the 
unguarded and inexperienced youth—but 
mult diſguſt the man of ſentiment, —_ 

It would—ſo warm, 'my dear William, 
is my friendffip—aAmoſt brealt ny heart to 
ſee you loſt by a haſty matrimonial con- 
nexion. I will, however, endeavour to 
expound, what I muſt own appears to me 
myſterious. In the; mean time, I think it 
would be prudent for you to remain, yet 
a little longer, in the country; and you 
may reſt aſſured of my vnwearied exer- 
tions in promoting your happineſs. 
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24 Talk of blooming charms and graces 
All is notion, all is name; 
bh. Nothing differs but their faces, 

; bs Ev'ry woman is the ſane,” 1 


' 


Wurxkrroxz Boy, writeſt thou to 
me of thy ſert Harriet, and the lovely 
Harriet ?—Thinkeſt thou to put me out of 
love with either my Lady, or my Lordſhip? 
No-! like my bargain, in all its 
parts, aye, as much as thou canſt thine. 
What though my poinſe blooms with neither 
youth or beauty, her lands will wear their 
verdure, when both are fled from thy Har- 
riet. 

Let me, for a moment, deſcant on 5 
perfonal acquirements of Mrs. Ranter. She 
is ugly—Granted—Ug lineſs hath its pro- 
perties. It is the parent of that kind of 

n, 
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virtue, which depend not upon principle; 


and is the moſt effectual means of a lady's 


neither leading, or being led into tempta- 
tion. It is an antidote to the 


protect the chaſtity of the wearers; chat it 
then, their fame. It enliſts all their 
own ſex on their ſide, and is a ſovereign 
preſervative» from envy. "Have" not many 
of the beſt Families in Europe been diſtin- 
guiſhed by an hereditary uglineſs, from the 


reſt of mankind? Are not ſome of out 


greateſt ſenatorial orators marked by it, as 
much as they are diſtmguiſhed by their 
cavilings? Survey the ladies of the Court 
why, the Maids of Honeur EO fapport 
my argument. 

Look to the deſcriptions of Rom Em- 
perors—ſurvey the buſts of the ancient phi- 


erates. The magnificence of pride the 


fieroeneſs of command—and many other 
attributes of great men can be but ill fal- 


tained by a ſet of beautiful features. 
The following couplet, addreſſed by a 


poet to an unfortunate beauty, may ſerve 


meas a theſig— : 


« Had you leſs beauteous been, you'd known leſs 
(are; 


2 . Wake are happieſt, edges fair.” 
L 


You 


green-cycd 
«« monſter, jealouſy.” Tt does tot more 


lolophers—thes figure of Aſop—face of 80 
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Vou may reply, that beauty is mere 
— grant Wat and I infiſt, that the objec.. 
tion makes for my argument; for, if beau -· 
ty is all hy—l, or any other 1 
may fancy uglineſs to be beautiful. 
Beauty is a moſt dangerous Adele, in the 


them employed — Beautiful Maria, hugg- 
ing Pug, her he monkey Pretty Polly, 


kifling Shock, her filthy lap-dog. Thus be- 


tween monkies and puppies, of both the 
human and brute race, do the Heautiful la- 
dies of the preſent day kill their tim. 
Away then with your paltry eye aße 
vour red checks and lips your fymmetry 
and fine proportion theſe are mere ſhadows 
of brauty-: TG znttiq;. Hh 7 « 
ive me the woman of 
and care not if her perſon is twenty ſtone 
weight. The inſtability of beauty is com- 
mon complaint. Give me 1glineſi there 


is ſomething immutable in its nature —and. 


ſhould it — accident change, it can x Joſe 
nothing by the bargain— TS 


" ——o of erürded 2 3 


\ 


| Raren RANTER. 
- 4 4 | 


aner 


poſſeſſion of a giddy girl; and thoſe who- 
eſcape the unguarded hour, how do we find. 
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. not. even Hmitec by the 
mirthful mood of jocundity, and fanctioned 
by laws of retaliation —offer to my ſweet 
friend the ſchalleſt tendency to what might 
give her one t's pain. Be witneſs, 
Heaven hät the only un 1 with 
to render Harriet the. happi l 
is to ſee: Belinda uitited to > hah dee 

ing her goodnels and beauty. 
Indeed, I know not how far your age. 
tions were engaged. I told 9e all-—and a 
mutual confidence might have ſpared you 
much pain, and me 2 cloud of forrow 
througn the ine of pleaſure. The 
only reparation can offer is to explain. I 
learnt of Forteſcue's wound by the public 
prints—there I ſaw his name among the 
inf of” wounded. Could 1 ſuppoſe that it 
L 2 remained 


l 


channel, than Mr. Worthy, 


— 
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remained a ſecret ?—This is all I Know 
but I pray for more intelligence that my 
Belinda may ſoon hear of his recovery, and 
experience fuck bleſſings by his return as 
I do, with my Doyley. I am—his happy 
wife. - 3 r 
Do not imagine, that I form theſe no- 
tions from the experience of three days 
union. Your gay friend has become the 
ſober wife ; and therefore cannot ſuppoſe a 
huſband will always remain a lover. Thoſe 


who expect it will be deceived; and the 


wife muſt be miferable, who aims at grea 
er happineſs, than that reſulting: from h 
own fire. d mg.. „ 48 
What you tell me reſpecting the exiſtence 


* 


of your parent is ſo myſterious, that had 


the awful neus come rough any other 


" 


doubted its veracity. Summon your for- 
Anne Ferret: his paternal embrace. He 
will be bleſſed in his child; and I pray, that 
onate father - he muſt be ſo to ſuch a daugh · 
rex as Belinda. 0 nenne 

[ intreat you, not to withhold from me, 
the particulars of your affecting interview, 
for indeed your welfare has many clams 
on my happineſs— it is incomplete, when 
you are miſerable. Do not impute my late 
tilence to a want of confidence; for; we 


you may find in him, a tender and affecti- 


o 


haſty 


bas Tt. Si II 4a oo 44 ac. 


ſhould have 
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haſty. celebration of my marriage was he - 
eſfect of accident. My barbarian lover, of 
whom J. mention, I hope to your 
amuſement, funding his intereſt over - pow- 
cred by the ſolicitations of my Doyley, in 

his revenge attacked his rival unawares— 

but the aſſaſſin met his deſerts; and papa 
no longer withheld e _ : ſhould 
Dec 7 Mense in tue 
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E T, will I nut complain — No 1 thank 
as God for bleſſing me in the friendſbip of 
my dear, Goodwill. Vou are the phyſician 
of my ſickly ſoul, and as a child will I be 
led by your direction, even under the un ; 
W £2 influence. of love But—fail 


not. 
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not in your daily communication nor 
L of «call the 
ſtory of Belinda; for each mention. of her, 
| br a cordial recipe to my diſordered mind. 
1 am reſigned; and fortified with pati- 
eue, you: may be fur of M Til 
forget my anxiety, in relating to you the 
unfortunate ſtory of the poor victim I ſ 
lately reſcued from my mercileſs landlord. 
Vow ſhall J in language paint my aſtoniſh. 
ment, and her confuſion, on the diſcovery 
of her birth, and recent ſituation l She 
whom I late beheld in all the happineſs of 
domeſtic comfort bleſſed in the affections 
of a tender mother, and ſurrounded by 
admiring relations and friends blooming 
in all the charms of virgin innocence; and: 
the admiration of all who knew her Such 
was ſhe; who.is now the moſt wretched of, 
her ſex !\—forſaken—friendleſs—a: very out- 
caltiof ſociety . — 
This is that very ſhe for whom L was ex: 
poſed to the point of the aſſaſſin's weapon 
for whom ſuffered iggominious bon- 
dage, and finally eſcaped a wound, ä 
ſmarts afreſn- from memory. V ou, my 
friend, t mę not to queltien the 
ways of God will not hut ſureſy ma 
vonder what crime this poor victim eam have 
committed, to bring upon. g 0 he: 
den his vengeance ! 1220088 
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Our mutual diſcovery of ' each other, 
which took place in the fame moment, I 
thought: would have terminated her exiſt- 
cence, T would, that it had been ſo! Oh! 
had you heard her call pon death, to 
cover het ſname, with his leaden hand to 
ſpare her! friends the knowledge of her 
guilt you would have ee wo prayer? 


I raifed her gently up; and: thia- ler to- 
take comfort - fur that I ſought to ſoſten, 
not to increaſe diftreſs;- She fur ſome mo- 
ments regarded me vvith a · look of wildneſs, 
which waz increaſing into a ſtrange diſor - 
der, ben a flood of tears checked its pro- 
breit. Talſo received a fimilar relief ʒ and 
quitted the ſide af the Ded · of miſery to in- 
dulge the grateful paſſton. 
As ſoen as ſhe appeared a little competed. b 

I again advanced, and told her of the ſue- 
ceſs dof: endeavours to adminiſter” to her 
the means of relief, firſt adding to it a 
moicty ot the contents of my purſe. I was: 
then proceeding to intreat her to- hend her 
thoughts towards her home, obſerving 
with what open arms, and joyful heart, the 
mother muſt receive ber long loſt child 
but ſhe interrupted, and prayed me not to 

in a hope that was unattainable. << 1 
„ have no home, continued ſhe, but 


in the grave? and have no parent to re- 
* ceive 
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% ceive me but death, and even he is deaf 
'© to my petition—he lays the happy low, 
and neglects the — } aſked his 
„ embrace, and Heaven has ſent me a 
* friend. When J look on you, I think 
my God has not entirely forſaken me, 
or wherefore ſnhould you be ſent to me 
with comfort, in the ""_— Wee of 
« deſtruction? ? — 
She told me a tale, of virtue * by 
villainy—of the pureſt innocence, falling A 
victim to the deepeſt laid treachery. + 
I - participated * in your troubles,” 
continued :the, and would gladly: have 
peen the partner of your impriſonment; 
for I was the cauſe. Can you forgive 
« me :- But need I aſk a boon of charity 
<* from you? Indeed, I have rendered ex- 
+ piation—there my. troubles: began, and 
Jour enurroment obtained me no mi- 
e tigation. My on fex, at their tri- 
* bunal, where exwy and malice adminiſter 
a juſtice, tried me unheard, and con- 
demned me unpitied. Among women 
there is no charity to each other they 
45 are: mercileſs, even to thoſe who! fall un- 
der their common enemy —the ri- 
cal villain. Inſtead of hiding thedrailty 
of their friend, they ſeek occaſion to 
„ expoſe her; fally — that her 


* guilt renders them more amiable; nay; 
72 66 ' how 


FORTESCUE. 225 


« how often will they, without” reaſon. or 
„truth, magnify ſurmiſe into abfolute 
« guilt. then indeed the victim's lot is 
„hard- ſo I found it. How far I was 
«- guilty, you" can” bear witneſs. Would 
« to God I could extend that rdof unto 
« this day! Büt though Fhave. hee; my 
heart is not: ſteeled 111 Widkeddeſs—znd 
« thoughT have been treacherbtifly ſeduced 
« from the paths of virtue, Tam a fepen- 
(6- tant ſmner. LU AL, 7 DIAG 7 
Her ag} deren dere Per 'btferance no 
en lſigidie. J Aattemptei to ſoothe 
25 of her mind, ant told Her I 
'be of fervice' tc ber. e Alas,“ 
bene {he} „ what more 3 be donc 
« for” ſurh erch as me the crucl 
0 3 the Wet Thdles ile 
y Pitt re. You tive done too 
cht it Eave prolonged, For u Htle 
times 4 lite hatefuf to it f. and trated 
* by the world. and Netz your * Words | 
quickem a dying Heart.“ 
„ell me then, „intertu pted J. «wha ; 
'* yillatieguld dc vb mu wF bron 


— His n . A Kart 
«inthe nayy: MY mother; much againft 
« iny mcliflation, ffliſted on ny cob” 


ing to attend the;fatal..aſſembly*whire 1 

« firſt ſaw you; and where allo 9 

* acgtainted with BGA e Wecked. 
1. 3 60 ed. 
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ed you as my Tas d 
2 1 d. with every Ss 2 
tiyate an unſuſpeQing Heart, I fatally, 


iſtened to 79 He 5 PX eived the 


6. e gained, and pretend. 


«ed c le Ph Ar 


1 e ys .be; 5 0 15 e n. 
al be ee 9 = I — 


65 at A a ſane from Exeter». His demean- 


ce r —— 2 it ſo mur 


« of the nan 

+ the mar 4 eriky, l. 

0 way to. his ſolicitations 1 

« done to my, character by wy [te 

<< quaintance, made b A . of. 2 2 
„ brating the marriage afar por and. in 


<<. ſecret, highly accep <ptzhie Jun 9 1 — 


. „ nee eared 
ndent of, the eee its [<9 
ioned by. th mo my. mother. 
66 4 ſweet and perſuabve is. the elo- 
gquence of love .in a. ſhort time 
0 removed my, doubte, and, diſ upelled my- 
cc bears „and fatal. moment! —obtain- 

« ed mj conſent to py him with-a: 
« maid Ter vant to . Ber plans 
be told me — r- could: be Private * 
s ſolemniſed. 

„ Ahis domeſtic had, been in the Ernie: 


4 Ar family * , and a . 


— 
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« infancy had attended me F.therefore- 
50 — now that 1 ha her 
aſſiſtance; for ſhe ever expreſſed toward 
« me a maternab regard. but, als! I was 
« ſoon bartered at the ſordid price of her 
«« avarieeg and fell a victim inn 
© of u willing! eri 207 bens 

4 We reached Londomz and ee to 
„ apartmentz which Bo had previ- 
ouſiy prepared for our reception. The 
«© houſe bore the appearance of much ho- 
0 neſty ; but alas4+ 1 ſoon found it adapt - 
© ed to the completion of female ruin 
e and here my miſery began: My maid, 
«© ſoon” after - our arrival, found means to 
leave me in the power of my enemy 
ehe however appeaſed my anxiety, on her 
e account; fer, Was yet unfuſpicious. An 
„ tle ant ſu as ordered ; and through 

« the medium of 'EChampaigne,.. whichwas 
ſerved to me as cyder, wy ruin Was 
„completely effected. 

4 8, whoſe art in females 4eftrue- 
„tion 1 believe to be unparalleled, found 
* means to divert my reſentment, by addi- 
e tional promiſes of immediate marriage. 
His affected whining; I believed, refult- - 
ed from real penitence—in ſhort, on his- 
leaving the houſe under the ſolemn fffur- 
** ance of immediately procuring a licence, 


I forgave him, On his return, a ſoften. 
AS «eq. 


. 
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upon his countchanice preſaged 
happy news; an] eagerly enquiredimy 
Fs fate. Mith feemingygegret he told ane, 


225 


that the law required both parties to be 


of age, beſbre arly marriage could be 
* 2 — aader our circumſtances; 
4% ag I had not arrived at. thoſe years the 
85 — mode toeſfect it would be, by a 
publication of banns in a 
15 by | would, then, have believed any thing 
< he ſaid, or ſubmitted to whatever” he 
ce propoſed. This I have found to be the 
ee nly truth he ever aſſerted, and therein he 
| * ſerved his own purpoſe; thereſoxre de- 
ſerves no credit. I was removed to a 
lodging in the neighbourhood of Covent- 
Garden; and, under the; deluſive idea 
of being ſoon united to the man 1 held 
* molt dear to; me, I experienced a few 
22 days of as much happineſa, as the inter- 
„ va of the time, which was not devoted 
to the. thoughts of my mother, and ma 
<5, precarious ſtate, would allow. 
As the time w the publication of 
„the banns was to dexpire drew near, 
* 3s attentions viſibly diminiſhed; 
« and to my grief he told me, that it would 
de impofſible for him to wait for their 
& expiration, as he was ordered on imme- 
* diate foreign ſervice. This diſtreſling 


« intelligence was given with a ba 
| 4 at 


pariſh church. 


* 
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« that ftone my veryhèart. I ws for- ſome 


« time unable to reply, not was de ſolici. 
< tous to hear mu When queſtioned 


„bim on marriage he was Flent; and 


© hen I aſked him when he would re- 
e turn, he replied - uE 
nne $13 bes: 
„The laſt word, like" the dagger's 
<« point pierced my heart, and 1 fell infen- 
<« ſible on the floor. On my revival, I 
found myſelf attended by the woman of 
<« the houſe; and on enquiring for Mr. 
« B, was informed that he had deft 
it, as he pretended, unable to fupport 
the ſight of me in ſo much diſtreſs. She 
c alſo informed me, that Mr. B had 
e promiſed to return in a few days, and 


comply with my utmoſt wiſhes. Though l 


«© could not fully credit this information, yet 
determined to compoſe myſelf, and wait 
the time. This was however a reſolution, 


which I found myſelf inadequatc to fol- 


% low. I was next morning in a high fe- 
« ver; and ere it had abated, I reſolved to 
follow my betrayer. My patience could 
* no longer brook delay; and as I knew 
his ſhip was in readineſs at Portſmouth, 
«© I fet off by the coach for that place, 
© without more money in the world than 
would bear my expences. At Portſ- 
* mouth I learnt that the officers of the 

"4; ki man 


— -- 


9 


_ o RTE sc 


—— — ee War, to which 3 
60 „ belonged, were at this place, and I 
tt landed a fem hours after the ſhip failed - 


<©- The remainder: of my miſery you were 


“an eye, witneſa ta I Was reſigned to my 


« fate, _when, you reſcued me—May: God 


„ reward you I- but I fear 


c-only 
<<. prolonged the exiſtenee.of a wretch, who 


% with fervour ſues to be relie red by death 
by Leave me. then to my fate—my. heart i 
quite- broke 1 — — — EY 
3 what more ſhall I FIN 

injured -1nnocent ?—L.amhalf- 
—— will go to her mother —I wil 
pur ſue his · deteſted B to the. fartheſt: 
corner of the tk edn . 
O vain, raſh vows! ————;  - 
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my dear» William, 


„* 


Naxuitg ner. 


pondence; and, yet, were I to be ſilent, 
the violence. of your diſorder wauld impuie 


IP. * r 

What then ſhall. I ſay ?—If I moraliſe,. 
you, wll:tell- me how ſweet my language 
would be to you from the pulpit ;. and. 
when Eargue with you. on. your miſplaced 
paſſion, you ſay, impede your, progreſs 
to happineſs. In ſhort, you are difordered, 
and yet reject the aid of à phyfcian. 

As we are not, at all times, competent 
to judge for ourſelves, L ſhall ſwell my let- 
ter, however you may diſapprove, with 2 
few comments on the virtue of patiencer a 
ery a remedy. 


can T lay. on the theme of our late correſ- 
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remedy. I with to preſcribe to you 1n your 
preſent ſituation. | 
Had not the great Duke of Buckingham, 
in the very zenith of his pomp and power, 
ſometimes adopted this virtue, he would 
much earlier have met his fate. That great 
ſtateſman, after laviſhing his fortune, being 
taken ill at an alehouſe on the road, he 
called for attendance, but was*told by the 
landlord, that he would come to him n 
he had fed his hog. 
he manner. in. which- a cou ; 
treated "the proud, by ſome called the Great 
Duke of Somerſet, was not exactiy ſimſlaf; 
who, on his Grace's being Highly ended 


with him for looking at him, drew dut 2 


pig he had in a fack, and fait, „Aye, and 
de my pig ſbalt Took at. vou tod“? Thie 
Duke himſelf was a puppy like'Sctrer proud 
men. 

Tes o the mall rf Obel prides that 
ever Twayed* the ſceptre of Glen Britain, 
Edward the Third, and Elizabeth, were 
forſaken in their: dying moments * their- 
attendants. * | 

Tie Emperor Charles the Firth, 10 
had effayed univerfal monarchy, when on 
the point of reſigning his kingdoms, after 
conyerſing with an ambaſſador, himfelf let 
him down ſtairs, his ättendants being all 


peed or aſleep; and when he was retired 
ann * into 


20 = hh s © 


— @ 
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into a monaſtery, his ſon, inſtead of paying 
him the covenanted ſtipend, grudgingly 
allowed him a competent maintenance. 

Even the whole race of Philip of Mace- 
don and Alexander was extirpated, within 
a ſhort time after the death of the latter. 

Our own hiſtory affords equal inſtances 
of patience and reſignation, How much 
greater would have been the ſufferings of 
King Charles the Firſt, had he not been 
fortified in mind, equal to the royalty of 
his perſon. He dies a thouſand deaths, 
who in adverſity is not armed with patience. 
And his ſon,. who for many years fwayed 
the Bratiſh Sceptre paſſed: his youth in dan- 
ger and — But the greateſt in- 
ſtance of this virtue, which we have record- 
ed, is that vhich preſerved the life of James, 
the Pretender to the Engliſh throne. 

If you call upon me for examples of pa- 
tience in love, I anſwer—they are innume- 
rable. I pray you then be à man, and we 
may long e e intercourſe of 
nie 
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8 ; TY C 75 Mis 
> IE Mr. 'Fdrtdfove ly = know not 
to whom: you' write, and 5 norant of 
the diſtreſs in which your —— has 
involved me; but 2 the knowledge of 
either may ſbeuie me in. future—1 1 Ye 
termined ta anſwer you: 

F am no longer the ci ppofed niece or 
beirela of Mr. Worthy—no: longer that 
Belinda you think me. I may prove to be 
ſome poor — orphan, over whom my 
patron has extended his charity — Should 
this prove trut, and I have ſome reaſon to 
think the conjecture well founded — think, 
Mr. Forteſcue, on the miſery you have en- 


tailed upon me. You, Sir, have been the 


cauſe of my incurring the diſpleaſure of m 
_— known friend—you have. forfeited all 


9 ty a my 


9 * 
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my future claims upon his bounty. How 
can you. ever make me reparation !—Oh! 
—how replace me in the ſtate in which: you. 
firſt found me / 

It you poſſeſs one ſpark of that tionour or 
affection whieh you pretend, you will de- 
liſt in this. ill timed purſuit. A little time 
may do much for you; for it may prove 
me no longer an object of your attention. 
When poor and friendleſs, as I much fear 
L ſoon may be, I ſhall: then reſt in ſecurity. 
—then ſhall E be no longer importuned. A 
little time may therefore ſpare you much 
trouble, and. a world of pain to. 


The wietohed”/ 
_ Bevanns; — 
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F. 8. F your» temerity ſhoult Nerd 
you to write again, your letter will 
eſeape the ſight of Mr. Worthy, whom, 
already — too much offended, by 
— it under cover to my friend 
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Mr : DEAR Wikia And 


'F HOUGHT can hear no deer ridings 
of Belinda, yet I can tell you that which 
1 truſt will prove: more welcome news. 


Soon after your departure for Gibraltar, 


Your unknown uncle, Mr. Avare of Jamai- 
ca, returned to London. The moment I 
was appriſed of his arrival, knowing he 
had no child, my ſolicitude for your wel- 
fare was raiſed to a pitch of anxious hope 


and expectation. I introduced myſelf to 


him in the character in which I truſt I have 
long been known to you—that of your 
boſom friend. He received me like one 
who feared the intruſion of a needy viſitor. 


and 
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and by an inſtin&{knownaonly 16: ſordid 
and avaricious ſouls, be prodeodet to anti- 
cipate my moving his generoſity in your fa- 
vour, by telling me of the many loſſes; and 
vexatidus turns of fortune "het he had 
ſuffered. He ſaid, that it is true, there was 
a time when he was alittle before hand 
with the world; but that trade abroad, 
which was the road he had marked: out to 
the attainmenit of what might Keep him the 
remainder of his days from immediate want, 
was at a- ſtand, from the ill. judged peace: 
« andy? added: he, coLohibiers my ruin, 
e the miniſter,7among other oppreſſive 4008 
and grievous burthens that he has laid 
«© upon his maſter's ſubjects, has dared to 
« interfere with our ſlave trade - the very 
« commodity in which alone; I dealt 
Was it not „continued your 
humane relation, for him to tax thoſe 
immediately under his gripe, but he 
« muſt extend his d d meaſures be- 
« yond the ſeas, and raiſe diſcontent 
among our flaves by ſetting them free?“ 
Not fo, Sir, rephed I. | 
Not fo, indeed?” reſumed ning 
e far ſhort has he gone, to letting looſe 
„the ſavage race upon our (iſlands? — 
© What are we to expect? — Did he not 
a Hh — with our Eaſtern territories,” by 
* an r Act of Parliament, 
cc « and 


6 
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| 7 and then bring in a Declaratory one; Tee. 

„ plete; with theſe very meaſures Which 
<, ouſted his: great competitor? ] am diſ- 
guſted with the world, and will no longet 


« < engdure'Ks growing xilainy»==An. ' honeſt 
get a livebhoot | 


25 man now a days cannot 
2 —therefore L am determined to lire 


peac cably on the littie E have ſaved — | 


& of the wreck of my ill fortune. 
have ſeen the time, tienen 
<4 five hundred head to market, and fold 


< them at ten clear Joes a head —now, in 


<« the ſame veſſel, by the miniſter's ſapience; 
J was reſtricted to one hundred and fivty; 
am obliged to hire a; ſurgeon who: has 

<< paſſed an examination, and pay for his 
« diploma. But the miſchief does not 
te end here formerly, we: could throw our 
„ lick ſlaves overboard; but now are nar- 
< rowly watched, and the ſon of Aſcula- 


„ pius crams them with medicine, and 


“makes us out a long bill for the cure 
< of a negro, who is not worth half his 
charge. Another great loſs we have 
< ſuſtained, ſince the miniſter's 'interfer- 
% ehce—we cannot now. divide man and 
„ wife, or parents and children—all: the 
„ family muſt go in one lot; and in 4 
< little time I expect to find that there will 
© be no lots at all at market; for the next 
> ſtride of this ſtripling miniſter, I doubt 
AG “not, 
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„% not, will be, the total abolition of trade 
« in Africa. Think of this, Sir a2 ma- 
% xitime dener! to be Aae of its 
& trade | A 

Thus did your. humane uncle harangue, 
with little intermiſſion, during my- firſt 
viſit, As I found each mentien of you, 
only ſerved to inſlame bis execrations of 
the miniſter, which was more caleulated to 
evade my purpoſe, than from real grief, 1 
determined to ere a r N ſuited 
to his temper. 
This is but the. outline 4 me dander 
of your Telation—the, particulars are cor- 
reſpondently, AYBIIGIO Ny! ie, and 
n 

In a ſew days Lagain called on him with 
a tory more ſuited to his ear. I prefaced 
i uch a propoſal of enriching himſelf, and 
ſerving vou. As how, my Jour friend, 
replied Hunks, 5 Your nephew, Sir, is a 
lieutenant in the army, and perhaps at 
* this moment hazarding his life in the 
ſervice of his country 

* Plhaw !-—hazard !—why I have run a 
7 WN all my life,“ en he pee - 
viſhly. | 5 
_ Finding neither honour, pity, or alliance 
would move him, I confined myſelt entire- 
ly to my money-getting plan, and thus con- 
. Your nephew, Sir, is a lieuten- 


1 füt: „ ant 
| F 
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«ant in the army, g eee of promo- 
16 tion” rn > 114% * 
$67 "Trees man Joes not meet his" Yeſers 
© now a days,” (again interrupted Hunks) 
—*< Now, Sir, he can find g dei rity _ 
« be the — thoiigh he can com. 
mand the caſh itſe Elf, to purchaſe” a com. 
«pany, and he could afferd t to pay twent) 
<< per cent—and twelve hundred Pounds, 
Ji, : , e 
— Twelve hindied pounds, at taenty 
e per cent. and good ſecurity — Wel, find 
me good ſecurity, "and 1 will borrow the 
<« ſum, to lend'to'him?— - a 
After much/ cogitation, this was preciſely 
the anſwer of your affectionate uncle, atid, 
infamous as it was, it pleaſed me not a little. 
From him I proceeded to an army broker; 
and ſoon agreed upon the price. of your 
promotion; then returned with an account 
of my ſucceſs. Mr. Avare enn to me 
with an ill-omened countenance ! and me- 
thodically replied, that- his mind was 
changed—obſerving, that his nephew might 
die, and bondſmen might fail. It was in 
vain — — was peremptorily 
determined 
I thought naming this circumſtance to 
you, would only increafe your uneaſineſs ; 
nor would it: ever have eſcaped me, could 
J not follow the diſgraceful tale to the ad- 
Vvancement 


FORTESCUE. 5 241 


vancement of your rank, fortune, and, I 
hope, happineſs. „„ 
Great às my reſentment was, I conti- 
nued, on your account, the appearance of 
a friendly” intercourſe © with your uncle, 
and took every opportunity to ſee him, 
which, notwithſtanding my aſſiduity, was 
very ſeldom; for 1 found he had entered 
into every kind of luxuriant debauchery; 
and though he would not part with a ſhil- 
ling, to relieve the neceſſitous, yet would 
ſquander pounds in one night's indulgence 
of his venereal appetites. "” 
This was a way of life ill ſuited to a con- 
ſtitution, parched by the torrid zone. In 
a few weeks it brought him upon his death 
bed. Calling one day, I found him fo ema- 
ciated, .that T ſhould. ſcarce have known 
him, though he did not bear a fleſhly ap- 
pearance on his firſt arrival. —Such is the 
price of 1mmoderate facrifices to Bacchus. 
and Venus He called me to his ſide; 
and, to my aſtoniſhment, began a conver- 
ation about you, and faid, that he was 
ſorry for having refuſed the ſum he once 
promiſed, but that the ſin of avarice had 
taken ſuch hold of him, that even now, 
though he believed himſelf a dying man, 
he could not endure the thoughts of part- - 
jag with a guinea, for any other purpoſe 
than to indulge himſelf—< But,“ von- 
tinued he, © William will ſoon have it all 
M E for 
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% —for it will do me no ſervice, in the 
« crave” 


LI repeated my viſit in two or three days, 
4 ok him expiring, in all the horrors 


of a guilty mind. On the ſight of me, he 


told me to draw near. You,” ſaidhe, raiſ. 
ing himſelf in his bed, “ are an holy man 


ce. 1 then my cent en, and witneſs 


„ my repentance—but deal not with me 
« like, the miſguided Romiſh clergy, who 
% conceal what might prove a leſſon to 
„ mankind, and grant abſolution for ſins, 
perhaps paſſing expiation No l pub- 

“ liſh my iniquity, and conceal not my re- 
„ pentance— 

„My boyiſh days, the only time I lived 
< as a Chriſtian, paſſed under the eye of 
« affeQtionate parents, with my only ſiſter, 
the virtuous mother of your friend Wil- 
« liam ; but the vicious bent of my mind 
* was conſpicuous, while yet a ſchool- boy. 
Having met a merited chaſtiſement from 
«© my ſchoolmaſter, in revenge, I ſtabbed 
„him in thei dark, and fled towards the 
* ſea ſide, This murder I however have 
„ not to anſwer for—he recovered—but 
the intent lies heavy at my heart. Lt 
“ yerpool being the port to which I fled, 
£« my undaunted aſſurance ſoon got the 
« place of a cabinboy in a Guineaman. I 
5 {erved in all the ſtations of this molt in- 

| cc « Ruman 
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human ind criminal of all traffic, in 


« my netural ferocity, at an early age, 
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gained me, a command, in which I con- 
tinued many years, and accumulated an 
immenſe. property. As my. wealth in- 
creaſed, 1 A 5 my natural cruelty. 
Many ſcore .wretches, whom I now feel 
individually goading me with the, very 


inſtruments I tortured'or murdered them, 


have fallen victims to my wanton barba- 
rity but one ſcene of horror which I 
perpetrated” lays on my conſcience, a 


load inſupportable ! 


« Hearing a noiſe one night on the 
voyage among the la ves, 1 imprudently 
went down into the dungeon and in- 
diſcriminately beat them, until fatigue 
alone cauſed. me to deſiſt. In coming 
up again, I received a blow upon the 
head, from one of the unfortunate 


| wretches, and narrowly eſcaped their juſt 


vengeance. I however cloaked my re- 
ſentment until the morning z, when, ſum 
moning my cargo upon deck, I informed 
them, through my_ interpreter, that 1 


had marked thoſe who ſtruck me, and 


was determined to be revenged. I then 
ſingled. out one who liad ſhewn in the 
voyage uncgmmon diſtreſs in his unhap- 
py fate, and ordered hin to plunge into 


the ſea—the wretch obeyed then ano- 


M 2 “ther, 
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155 ther, and another. At length, one. of 
5 thole. who remained came forward, with 
< magnanimity in his Tooks, and in 2 bold 
<« and reſolute tone of voice told x my inter. 
<< preter, that *twas he alone who truck 
% me; and though he was lately a prince 
« thus he reſigned himſelf t ny fate, 
* Then calling his companions, "who he 
ſaid, had been his ſubjeQs, to follow his 
” example—he' plunged into the ſea, and 
« was ſeen no more. Many, fallowegd— 
„ and it was with much difficulty my crew 
oy Sill ſave any part of my cargo. A fe. 
66 mae, among thoſe that were reſtrained 
- 6 pn into the briny deep, more 
«+ Si the reſt attracted my notice. She 
Akane to me, with emotions of great 
« 'Jiftreſs. 1 ordered my interpreter to at. 
c tend her, who told me that this female 
“ had been the illuſtrious confort of the 
“ prince, and that. The intreated my per- 
« miſſion to follow her lord—but even 
« here, that devil who had poſſeſſion of me, 
% wauld mot permit me to grant her re- 

„ queſt. Inſtead of complying with her 
<« heartpiercing petition, I ordered her into 
my cabin, and forced her to ſubmit to 
« defires, which wanton brutality, not 
« Juſt, inflamed—then ſent her for a ſimi- 
* lar, or any other purpoſe, among mi 
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«+ Theſe were ſcenes of wickedneſs, 
which cuſtom and example had rendered 


familiar to me; and l never looked back 


to them with repentance, until the wrath 
of God has lately fallen upon me. Now, 
if Jam a moment left alone, I am 
ſcized with horror, tetrors, and deſpair, 
At one moment, the iron muzzle, or the 
laſh; with which I have often, in wan- 
tonneſs, ſcourged the unfortunate ne- 
groes, like an air drawn dagger, is ſul- 
pended- before me=—at'another moment, 


the lamentations of fathers, mothers, 


mech wife, children, and lovers, 
tearingef rom each other's arms, in con- 
ſigning to eternal ſeparation, and inhu- 
man ſlavery, aſſailed my cars then aroſe 
the majeſtic figure of the prince, leading 
his polſuted wife to my ſide | 
« Laſt night, ſo great was my mental 


torture that I reſolved to render retribu- 


tion to the ſhades of theſe victims, and 
to periſh in the flames of the wealth I had 
accumulated in their ſufferings. I there- 


fore collected as many bank notes as in 


my horror I could find and placing them 
under the bed, I ſet fire to the curtains, 
and threw myſelf upon the flames, as an 
atoning facrifice ; but the ſtench alarm- 
ing my ſervant in the next room, he 
burſt into mine, and extinguiſhed the 
flames, 


— = 
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| « All the valuables and notes, Which U 
© had. deſigned as paſſports to eternity, 


were ſaved, which is ſome conſolation 


+ My nephew will uſe them, which I never 
< muſt—All I require. of him is, to build 
an Aſylum for unfortunate negrocs—1 
have ſo ordered it in my will, which 1 
ͤſigned a few hours before I attempted to 
put my reſolution of yeſterday in prac- 
* tice—The remainder of my wealth is at 

< his diſpoſal- He will find iſufficient to 
_ © atone for the manner it was obtained 
be in charity—in? 0611130: a7 ede 

Here the penitent's narrative was ſtopt 
by a convulſive fit, from which he never re- 
covered. A bundle of papers which lay on 
the table by his bed ſide, he ſeized with an 
carneſt graſp, and kept them clenched in 
his hands, even after death had ſmote him. 
He ſpoke. no more —but long ſtruggled in 
apparent torture, and at intervals fixed his 
dying eyes upon that which he held in his 
hand—at laſt, he thus expired. 

My firſt care was to ſeal up all his valua- 
bles, until your return. I then; proceeded 
to diſengage the papers ſrom his graſp, but 
found death had ſo clofely clenched his fiſt, 
that it was not without ſome difficulty we 
could force open his hand. On examining 
the contents, I found it contained bank 


not ov, 


FORTESCUE "247 


notes, bonds, bills, and other ſecurities, 
to the amount of about fifty "thouſand 
pounds; and even theſe are by no means the 
whole of his fortune. I then went to in- 
ſpect the will, and found that you are the 
only legatee, and executor. | 

Will you ſtill, my dear Fortefcue, cre- - 
dit my profeſſions of friendſhip ?—Yes, I 


know my friend fo well, that methinks rhe 


poſſeſſion of the dominion of the Eaſt could 
not ſhake his honeſty, Where wayward 
fortune metamorphoſes the humble depen- 
dant, by calling him to the rank of him 
he ſerved, he no longer knows the compa- 
nion of his daily toil—in him the ſtrange 
reverſes, ſevers ancient friendſhip- but, in 
the elevated mind, it adds firmneſs to the 
bond. Your late acquirement does not 
more endear you to, | 
G. GOODWILL: 


—— 
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Ham the information, which is contain- 
ed in your laſt, came from one leſs dear to 
me than my Goodwill—ſo ſtrange, ſo un- 
expected it is, that I ſhould have ſought to 
puniſh the writer, who could jeſt upon ſo 
dangerous a ground, I r ſuppoſe it 
nothing more than the reſult of a jocund 
hour— this unfortunate relation we ee 

dead many years. 
' Yes, Goodwill !—-I will apportion no 


wal part of my uncle's fortune, in _ + 
or 
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for the manner its accumulation: Some 
tim es I think I will not touch the ſmalleſt. 
coin, but conſign it all to charitable uſes 
but then again, need I not my rſelf the boon 


of charity and will not a ir 1 triſle of it. 
raiſe my friend to rank i in bis cred. func- 


0 my friend !—how reafonaBle has 11 


happy ft of fortune befallen! Along 


with the news, came a letter from my dear 
Belinda, full of ſorrow; as yours was re- 


plete with the means of alleviating, in ſome 


meaſure, her diſtreſs. Aye, my friend 


[ am bold enough to think ſo- nor could 
you deny it, were you to peruſe her letter. 
There do I find hope, even while ſhe obeys 


the duties of obedience, in checking my 


ardour—there, While the gently. chides my 
indifcretion,” does ſhe ' ſweetly, in nature's 
unadorned: language, try the ſtrength of 
ury paſſion— painting the object of my. 


heart, a poor loſt orphan, dependant on. 


the bounty of him, whoſe diſpleaſure, the 


ſays, F have brought” down upon her 


head 
Ves, fair maid —twas thy Fett. I ſought, 


and not thy riches—and 1 I would in 
poverty and affliftion liave taken thee to 


my heart, cheriſhed thy drooping ſpirits, 


and with” my hands earned the ſweet pit 


ey for thy fupport—ſo now will 1 fly to 
3 thee, 


Is 
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thee, and with my fortune fall at thy feet 
there languiſh, until raiſed by thine own 


fair hand, and heve 


_ * 1 


I acver taſte of pleaſure till 
thou art mine! — _, fr . 


- 


__T, am not, my friend, : intoxicated with. 
the acquiſition of fortune; but the hopes 
of poſſeſſing Belinda, drowns my ſenſes in 


delight. But let not my overjoy make me 


forget the calls of humanity, or to pay the 
heartfelt tribute of gratitude. Both were 


ever pictured in my fancy, and often has 


my heart throbbed and ſympathiſed, with-. 
out having the power of gratifying it . 
Bleſſed be God, tor furniſhing me with the 
means of rendering myſelf, in all reſpects, 


an uſeful member to ſociety !—— 


Firſt then, as to my unfortunate fellow. 
lodger, the loſt Eliza. The magnitude of 
the bank note you encloſed, has cauſed me. 


a journey to Portſmouth, where, with ſome. 
difficulty, I have procured ſmall ones; for 


in truth, Goodwill, I had not where- 
withal to act the part I wiſhed to this poor 
victim. In the fulneſs of my heart I ran to 


inform her, that her wretchedneſs, as far 


as pecuniary aſſiſtance availed, was at an 
end. The effect it produced in her was 
ſuch, as I fear will impede my journey, for 


I am determined ſhe ſhall be the compa» 


nion of it; and if I cannot entirely ſoothe .. 
; - : l — her | 
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her ſorrows, I will, at leaſt, * my beſt 
endeavours to diver her melancholy. 
Oh!—haſte'to my Belinda !—and tell her 
my increaſe of fortune has, if poſſible, pro- 
duced increaſe of love !—tell her, that I am 
happily enabled to diſpel her patron's fears, 
which muſt alone be confined to pecuniary 
- ones—for both my honour and frailties are 
ſtrangers to him—and that I come to merit 
her eſteem, Tell hef that the poor Belinda 
was ever to me far richer than wealth, and 
dearer than my life !|—O tell her, that ſhe 
mags can render ſupreme happineſs to 
er 
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Mey RS. WORTHY has removed Belinda 
from her lodgings in — but where 
or how ſhe has diſpoſed of her, 1 am yu 1g- 
norant. 

1 learnt this from their late landlady, on ö 
my calling to communicate to the young 
lady your inſtructions. She told me, in 
commenting on their ſudden removal, to 
uſe her own words—* that to be ſure it was 
< not her place to ſpeak, as the gentlefolks 


paid their way with bonour ; but I. fuſ- 
« pet 
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e pected more than I have ſeen in thi® 


« affair they went off before day light in 


<< a poſt-· chaiſe, and have not told mortal 
« where they are going to. Well, it's no 


« affair of mine, but for my part, I think 


« Miſs is either in love, or has met with 
4 ſome accident. | 

I give you, my dear William, my intel. 
ligence verbatim, that you may form your 
own conjectures, in as full an extent, as 
though it had paſſed in your preſence. 

I ſhall towards you, whatever changes 
may happen to either of! us, never relin- 


quiſh the privileges which friendſhip has 


given me; I ſhall therefore offer you my 
comments on this laſt proceeding, not 
more becauſe it ſomewhat inclines me to be 
favourable to your wiſh, but that you may 
have the advantage of a ſecond opinion, 
founded on principles that hold your wel- 
fare dear, as you can do the happineſs of 
o ˖ — W 7 ton ts OL CE RLEGS 

Of this flight, for nothing leſs can I term 
it, I can put but two conſtructions The firſt 
is, the fear of the young lady's placing her 
affections on a man, without fortune ſuffici- 
ent to render the marriage ſtate eaſy and 
the other, an objection to the unſettled life 
of a ſoldier. I therefore hold myſelf, 


in ſome meaſure, entitled to recede from 


my former opinion; for, had ſhe been the 
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child of chance, the offspring of needy pa- 
rents, or the illegitimate produce ef un- 


hallowed love; this great eee 


had not been neceſſary. 


Perhaps, the tale 25 her birth and Gtwa« | 


tion may have afoundation. - I am inclined 


to favour ſome part of it; but, as I before 


obſerved, theſe are not days of chivalry or 
romance. The father, it is true, may 
have his realons for concealing himſelf from 
his child; and the viciſſitudes of life may 
keep à parent for years from his family. 


On this bead, that part of the ſtory which 


goes to Belinda's father being an officer, 


Who, ſince her birth has been deſtined to 


foreign ſervice, is moſt probable; and, on 


that NE — the keeping his daughter 


from a knowledge of her parent, is certain- 
ly admiilible. Her pain for her father's 
ſituation ,would increaſe with her years; 
and to a mind of the ſenſibility of Belinda's, 
anxiety for a parent's fate might ſuperſede 
all other ocupations. 

But while 1 am thus arguing, favourable 
to your withes, you will tell me that the 
object is fled, and that I cannot ſay whither. 
It is true, ſhe now evades my reſearches, 


but cannot long be loſt—for a while: Wo 


has diſappeared, but muſt ſoon be found. 
Perhaps Mrs. Worthy has fled for advice 


ie her fon, the oltenfible parent of her 


char ge. 


charge. A woman can but ill - repel. the 
lover's advances to her daughter: they who 
have long forgot the art of love, will but 
awkwardly caution the virgin mind to 
avoid its dangerous and intricate paths. 

. Your uncle's remains wait "interment for 
your arrival. In addition to the ſketch I 
gave you of the ſums that had eſcaped the 
flames, I find his wealth was very great. 
I wiſh to be eaſed of my charge, and hope 
to be prepared to meet you, with more wel- 
come tidings of your love. 


\ — 


G. GooDwILL. 
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1 HAVE deen a good deal furpriſed by 
the receipt of a letter from you, dated Gi- 
braltar ; and, while I was determining on 
a ſuitable anfwer, yours to Belinda bas 
been laid before me. 

When J conſider with what duty, reſp; 
and affection, the young lady you fue for 
has ever conducted herſelf: towards me, I 
am at a loſs to fuppoſe, from whence yow 


could gather encouragement to cntitle you: 
Trans“ 42 to 
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to write to her, or to addreſs me, a per- 
tet ſtranger to you, on a ſubject fo ſeri- 
ous. I have queſtioned her, and have found 
her anſwers uniformly jpgenuous and dutt- 
ful. She tells me, that you never ſpoke 
to her, though you have had opportunities, 
on the ſubject of love. You left the king- 
dom, without giving her a token of that 
affection, which, were I to give full credit 
to your letters, 0 now entertain towards 
her. 

I am not, Sir, one of thoſe rigid and un- 
feeling guardians, who thwart the affeQtions 
of youth, or withhold .confent, without 
aſſigning reaſons which will bear the teſt of/ 
inveſtigation. But let not this aſſertion 
buoy up your expectation; for the prayer 
of your letter to me, cannot be granted; 
nor will that, to the young lady herſelf, | 
think myſelf entitled to affirm, more con- 
tribute to the accompliſhment of your de- 
ſires. She has an abſent father's will to 
conſult, ere ſhe is competent to Rs or 
accept a matrimonial offer.. ö 
I ſhall therefore decline any . 

as to your family, or expectations. Your 
own aſſeverations are ſufficiently — more 


ap u were required Qed! oi es 
Mot 49 Tour obedient Servant, 4 
; 3; Las 
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8 to my PU L find 
that Mrs. Worthy has pov Belinda 
to her ſon's, at Place; but, ere 
this, in perſon I hoped to have communt- 
cated to you the intelligence. 

What, my dear friend, prevents your 
attendance here !—You, who. fo late were 
all impetuoſity, and burning with love, 
when every thing conſpired to oppoſe your 
W now, that fortune ri; 


ſmiles 


ſm 
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ſaules, you. e 40 7 1 20 her fa- 


vours. 
Yoo! uhcle's recent confbſlion wins reviv- 
ed in my mind, the late general topic on 
ſlavery ;' and, having exhauſted informa- 
tion, I. ſhall, for your peruſal on your 
journey, add, a remarkable ſtory of the 
magnanimity of one of that unfortunate 
race, which lately heard eee Welt- 
Indian— : 
Quvasnt, a Slave of Antigua was brought 
up in the family with his maſter, as his 
play-fellow, from childhood. Being à lad 
of towardly parts, he roſe to be driver, or 
black obſerver, under his maſter, when the 
firſt poſt of the plantation fell to him by 
ſucceſſion. He retained for his maſter the 
tenderneſs that he felt in childhood for his. 
9 7 1 95 ; and reſpect with which the re- 
ation of maſter inſpired bim, was foftened 
by the affeQtion, which the remenmbrance 
of their boyiſh intimacy kept alive in his 
breaſt.” He had no — intereſts of his 
own; and when his maſter was from home, 
he redoubled his diligence, that his affairs 
might receive no injury in his abſence. 
In ſhort, here was the moſt delicate, yet 
moſt ſtrong,” and ſeemingly indiſſoluble 
tie, chat could 1 A og ſlave toges 
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Though the maſter had judgment to 
know when he was well forveld, and policy 


to reward good behaviour, yet he was in- 


exorable heh a fault was committed; and 
when there was but an apparent cauſe of 
ſuſpicion, he was too apt to fuffer prejudice 
to uſurpthe place of proof. 
Quaſhi could not exculpate bimſelf to 
bis ſatis fachen for ſomething done concern- 
ing the diſcipline of the plantation, and was 
threatened with the” ignominious puniſh- 
ment of the cart-rwwhip ; and he knew his 
maſter too well to doubt the! 5er ee 
of his promiſ me B 

A negro, who has rp up to man- 
bod without undergoing à ſolemn cart- 
whipping, as ſome by good chance , will, 
eſpecially. if diſtinguiſhed by any accom- 
pliſhment among his fellows, takes pride 
In what he calls the ſmoothneſs of his ſkin, 
it being unraiſed by the Whip; and he 
would be at more pains, and uſe more dili- 
gence, to eſcape ſuch! cart-whipping, than 
many. of the lower ſort would to ſhun me 
gallowWs. 


It is not uncommon for a ſober ood. ne- 


gro to ſtab himſelf mortally, becauſe ſome 
boy overſeer has flogged him for what 
he reckoned a trifle, or for his Caprice, or 
threatened him with a flogging, when, he 
FOES » 2 
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thought he did not deſerve it. Qvaſhi 
dreaded this mortal wound to his honour, 
and ſlipped away unnoticed, with a view to 
avoid it. e 
It is vſual. for ſlaver who expet to. be 
puniſhed for their own fault, or their maſ- 
ter's Caprice, to go to ſome: friend of their | 
maſter's, and beg him to- carry them home, 
and mediate for them. This is found to be 
ſo uſeful, that many maſters are glad of the 
pretence of fuch mediation, and will ſecret- 
ly procure it, to avoid the neceſſity of pu- 
niſhing for 'trifles, it otherwiſe not being 
prudent to paſs over, without correction, 
a fault once taken notice of, while by this 
method an appearance of authority and 
1 is kept up without the ren 
ty of it. 
s uaſhi therefore "whine, reſolved to 
ſhelter himſelf, and fave the gloſſy honours 
of his ſkin, under favour. of this cuſtom, 
'till he had an opportunity of applying to 
an adyocate. He lurked among his maſter's. 
negro huts, and his fellow ſlaves had too 
much honour, and too great a regard for 
him, to betray to their maſter the place of 
his retreat. Indeed, it is bardly poflible, 
in any caſe, to get one flave to inform 
againſt another - ſo much more honour have 


they than Europeans of low condition. 
The 
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The following day a: feaſt was kept, on 
account of his maſter's nephew then coming 
of age, amidſt the good humour of which 


Qvuaſhi hoped to dass in his application; 


but before he could execute his deſign, per- 
haps juſt as he was ſetting out to go, and 
ſolicit this mediation, his maſter, while 
walking. about: the helds,. fell in wich 


Rim. £414 
- Quaſhi, on dicorming . ran 1657 


and the maſter purſued him. A ſtone, or 


a clod tripped. Quaſti up, and his 2 
fell over him. They ſtruggled together on 
the ground, in which each had been ſeveral 

times uppermoſt, At laſt, Quaſhi got fair- 
ly ſeated on his maſter's breaſt, — was! 
now panting,” and out of breath; and with 


- his weight, his thighs, and one hand ſe- 
cured him motionleſs. He then drew out 
a-ſharp knife; and, 1 05 the other lay in 
dreadful expectation, helpleſs, and ſinking 
into himſelf, he thus addreſſed him— 


„ Maſter, I was bred up with you from 


* child. I was your play-mate when a 
* boy. I have loved you as myſelf. Your 
0 intereſt: has been my ſtudy. I am inno- 
«© cent of the cauſe of your ſuſpicion; my 


„attachment to you might have pleaded 
for me; yet you have condemned me 


4 to 


* 
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c to à puniſhment, of which I muſt have 
„ ever borne diſgraceful marks.“ With 
theſe words he drew the knife, witk all 
his ſtrength, acroſs his own throat, and 
fell down dead without a groan on his 
maſter, bathing him with blood ?—Such 
greatneſs of mind is rarely to be found in 
low life in any country; and yet men, 
poſſeſſing ſuch greatneſs, are 8LAv E 
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i my friend ik a am not I "with 
fortune's favours, but am luxuriantly., in- 
dulging in them. Since the receipt of Be- 
linda's dear letter, Ino longer feel thoſe 
painful fears ſor my ſucceſs. Though ime 
patience to ſee her grows inſupportable, 
and even ſhould the deſire (fond hope ) be 
mutual, yet I am ſure ſhe would give one 
day toifavc: poor Eliza —and one day only, 

will the poor girl impede my, journey» 
Would you have had me leave her, to be 


again ex poſed to the brutality of the ber 
a 7 


4 
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lord, in whoſe houſe ſhe languiſhed ?—— 
We left Portſmouth this morning; and 
by caſy ſtages, that my fellow traveller 
might be enabled to ſuſtain the fatigue of 
travelling, have made this town the extent 
of our day's journey. The affecting little 
hiſtory in your laſt moved me much, and 
/ beguiled Eliza of many tears. She ſays, 
' had ſhe been bleſſed in friendſhip as we are, 
her ſhame might have been ſpared, and her 
misfortunes prevented. Poor injured inno- 
' cence !—what my friendly aid can do ſhall 
be exerted, to render thy remaining days, 
at leaſt beyond the miſery of wretched 


want. | | IS 
-I think, my friend, I am accquaitited 
with the perſon of her tyrant raviſher. Oh! 
may the time ſoon ſerve, when I may be 
enabled to uplift my arm "againſt him, and 
revenge her wrongs !-—— | 
You will learn all I wiſh to know of the a- 
miable Belinda from Miſs Harriet Hairbrain, 
who, I am told, is on a viſit at Mr. Doyley's 
in Berkley-Square. | wiſh you to make an 
errand to her. As they know each other's 
ſecrets, I am not without hopes, that ſhe 
may, by word or token, confirm the opi- 
nion |] have formed from her friend's letter. 
Do not, my friend, judge my Belinda by 
the obſervations: that will reſult from a con- 
F F200 verſation 


% 


265 -PORTESCUE. 


verſation with this young lady. Their cha. 
racters bear not the ſmalleſt affinity to each 
other; and I marvel, when I think on the 
iſtrict friendſhip that ſubſiſts between them. 
The one you will find all levity— the other 
is all ſentiment. The one bears the name 
of a finiſhed coquet—the other is admired 
FforenM@ility, and franknt ſs of manner. 

pray you, appoint the payment of the 
TY 5 tribute to the remains of my un- 
cle for to-morrow evening; when 1 will 
come prepared to offer my prayers for the 
peace of his departed ſoul. This place be- 
ing diſtant from London but thirty ſhort 
miles, we propoſe being with you early in 
the day—till heal, . once more a ſhort 
adieu 


W. Fox rTESscur. 
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Ir was not kindly done, Belinda, to be 


I haſtened Mr.,Doyley's. promiſed viſit to 
his friends in London, on your account; 
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© "Berkley-Square, London, "= "i 178 
ſilent on your departure to Mrs. Worthy's. 


and the moment of my arrival, I flew to 
embrace my friend but, inſtead of meet- 
ing her, I found a teſty old woman in her 


% 
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place, who gave me a /ienificant account of 
 aiclandeſtine 21 She appeared mor- 
tified at notbeing able to tell me the place, 
of your flight, and more ſo, when I rephed, - 
that I was well acquainted. with it; but that 


- 


I did not think you would haye removed 


o 


- N 


for ſome days. 


6 * 


I can alſo, from ſomething that has paſſed 
this morning, guels the cauſe of this 

ſudden motion, which would otherwiſe 
have left me in conjectures ſimilar to thoſe 
of the old woman. Prepare yourſelf to 
hear what will (for I am ſure it would have 


the effect on me) make your poor heart 


6 


pant and flutter or 
This morning, I was ſummoned to at- 
tend a ſtranger, who enquired for me at 
my father Doyley's, in Berkley-Square, 
Where we are on a viſit to my new parents. 
Tattended—and was addreſſed by a grave 
- middle-aged man, who, with a ſerious and 
deſcriptive countenance, prefaced his buſi- 
neſs; by telling me, that he had a weighty 
matter to cemmunicate to me, reſpecti 
my friend Belinda Ves, reſpecting you : 
Do not be alarmed, for I muſt deſcribe 
the interview in my own way, becauſe the 
reſult. was charming, and I am ſure you will 
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Oh his thus ſeriouſly naming yon, 1 
muſt Tey. that I was ſomewhat alarmed ;. 
| however, 1 requeſted him to proceed; and 
as near as I can remember, it was tus 
% Hate a much valued friend, whoſe. 
aktion, bote unconſcious the lady 
1 42 17 y be of his love, are ſo deeply engag - 
to Belinda, that he can no longer 
* Sal, without laying his pretenſions to. 
«© her 'eftecm' before her. That friend is 
«Mr; Forteſcue, Who ſays he was flightiy 


* known to you as a licutenant in the army. 
© There 19 4 acquired honour, and the 


ce education of a gentleman; and in that 
« ſituation though by no means-a child' of 
6 fortune, he became enamoured with 
&* your friend. From 4 conſciouneſs of his 
« deficiency of fort une, he long languiſhed 
te under the painful Afiuenee a fp with 
5 out even daring to allow himſelf the in- 
* „me of Communicirng "0s? ſenti. 
« ments to the lady. 

'& Mr. Forteſcue's - FERTINE 1 | which" of. 8 
„ late was confined to lieutenant's pay, 
e has, by the death of x relation, on whom 
« he had no dependance; become affluent; 
* and, to uſe his owt expreſſion, in ſpeak. 
ing of your friend Belinda—[ncreaſe of 


2 & fortune | has, 4 ay * increaſe 
of love.” * 
ce A 
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«© He is now on his Journey home frem fr 
7 Gibraltar, where he bled the late tc 
e flege; but, thank God, is perfecfyert- " 
i rovered, and t6-motrow'T hope te fee ol 
« Him, Let ine afre you, and wich great p 
« trütli 1 Can affirm'it; that it was fer is 00 
« hte atuifition'of fortune wick acti” le 
| 4 oned his return, for the welcbe news h 
reached Hiri ſince his landing in Englatid I 
«© —It was alone for the pürpoſe e 
the affections of the objekt of his love.” 0 
He concluded by 6bferving; that he who y 
addreffed me me A  clergyinan, of rhe natne 0 
of 2 Goodwill. wy * ont — 2 
i What anſwered dit * give? EY 5 
(I, am fare this coould be yon 1 bn, , * 
7 told, you this oor Bath hy Why, Ta ane | 8 
could 1 [ gve' PL Yb ot on my grit tr rear * 
no lobe 10% 2 5 77 You.” Nor indseduin t 
thoſe very words, but prerklehr tb that” 1 
effect; therefore, prepare your ſeff to meet t 


both, a, e 3 e It is about an 

eg Jual chance in of theit arms you. 1 

KJ /firft Cauf ght. "Oh?" whit & food or” 1 

e 17697 bf" je Wall there be heck . 

that T 9 89 be prelent, de partabe 

of the luxufy! W oh 
But, jeſting for a hte. A pit - ch 1 
hope never to entirely: loſe the happitieſs 
repiting f from res tit think, thy © 

frien 
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friend, for. I am. inclined. to give full credit 
to this holy man's eee that, you are 
in the fair way of becoming. the happieſt. of, 
dur ſex, in an union with a Wan, who has; . 
proved himſelf a virtuous. example of the 
conſtancy of love. Ohl how my Doy-" 
ley will value the friendſhip of a man—and 
how ardently I with: to ſalute him as the. 
huſband. of my dear Belinda l- 
I do not, notwithſtanding, blame the 
conduct of Mr. Worthy. His care over 
you has ever appeared to ſuperſede every 
other concern; and from thence reſults 
that conduct, in which you think he deals 
hardy with you. Often have I witneſſed: 
in him the ond ſolicitudes of the parent 
over you nay, have envied the bleſſing. 
you ever muſt have felt under bis pro- 
tection ; and have even drawn compariſons 
| - the treatment | experienced from my fa- 
ther. 
Mr. Worthy 0 not the worth of 
Forteſcue; or, if he did, is there not one, 
who has a prior right to be conſulted, in 
whatever concerns your happineſs? IIe 
care over you is only delegated, though his 
affection may be permanent. 
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If Mr. Goodwill's viſit to me js followed' 
_ one from Forteſcue, I ſhall immediately 
diſpatch him to Place. You cannot, 
in my opinion, be rendered a greater ſer. 


vice by, 


Your affectionate friend, 


. 


£ I; £5 4 7 * 


HARRIET DovyLzy., 
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SPARE me, my friend, yet a little longer 
— Spare me this interview. | 
Preparations are already making here, to 
receive my father—let me, I pray you, be 
ſomewhat recovered from the effects of pa- 
ir N 3 ternal 
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. nal meeting, before I undergo another, 
where embarraſſment will uſurp the place 


of filial affection; and perhaps produce 


equal diſtreſs. 

I bluſh not to own to you, an attachment 
to Mr. Forteſcue, which commenced on 
our firſt interview; and though I conſider- 
ed the attainment of my hopes afar off, if 
not abſolutely impoſſible, yet 1 ever felt an 
intereſt in his fate, far ſurpaſſing that pro- 
duced from frfendſnip. | 

I need not add, to this confeſſion. My 
Harriet will, I fear not, render ſuch aſſiſt- 
ance as ſhe thinks needful, to her friend, 


"BELINDA ——— 
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My DEAR GLI, 


Merrnxs Cupid bing me his! 
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wings, 


and that I was wafted by them to the pro- 
ſence of my love; for I remember not a 
circumſtance that can convince me I wee 


led — other mortals. 


144 


* 


— 
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With trembling ſteps I advanced to 
| Mr: Worthy's door, and in a faultering 
voice demanded of the ſervant and inter- 
f -cixiewclwich- his matter, I would notwiſh 
my direſt foe; to experience what Þ felt on 

his approach — his aſpect was gentle, and his 
manners mild g or IL could not, I think, have 
ſupported myſelf. bisl. od bl o dn 
toBorges J 20 099W159 17 1 
qu After ſtammering out ay l pro- 
a ;ceddad #4anqdisfointed: ſentences; to tell him 
Etthat ſince Ihad the honour of addrefling 
him, a fortuitous circumſtance had occur- 
red to me, which might, in ſome meaſure, 
apologiſe for my waiting on him; and to 


: they relation of which 1. 8 is atten- 
0 ae on” Gn 1 f 38 


17 


"He anfrered; that a as 1 had Was fe BOM 
up in the paths of - honour, he would deal 
with me by thofe principles; and there- 


= bor he doubted not but that L would deſiſt 


in the purſuit Las on, the moment F was 


' a of its impraQticability. << That,” 
continued be, & cannot be Knomn, but 
” Si from the mouth of the father of Belinda, 
of whoſe arrival I am in houtly expecta- 
tion, hen I ſhall reſign,;my.,cars, and 
« authority over her.” For this reaſon, 
he added, that he was prevented from of. 
fering 
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| * e ion, and à bed; but 
that I might find both two miles farther, 
andi return to him about noon the next day, 
when be: would introduce met tothe father 
- 06: Belinda, andi then Þ! miglit know his 
__ reſolves; In the mean time; as the'colonet 
had appointed that evening for his arrival, 
he would, he ſaid, candidly relate to him 
all that had paffed between us. I expreſſed 
a Iwihfor a ſight ofi myclove but upon 
bag EA rae 3 ns with 
a heavy heart I re-entered my chaiſe, and 
ordered to be driven where Mir. WW. orthy had 
-Uirefted,)! = 07 T 1 5 0) 5" 
bas ; mid no unitcw ya 10 Missio, 
2115 The tlight fol 4 füppofe paged but 
heavily—it was, in truth, the ſaddeſf J have 
known ſince I firſt ſaw Belinda. The day 
at laſt- "dawned; and I Sprang from my 
- weary” bed; but yet found many tedious 
” bours mult * revolve ere'F could return to 
Mx. Wotthy's. Howto" beguile noe 
_ " I kitiew not- Lonce Iteck up thé pen, in 
dope es of diverting my tl PN wih to 
62 But it could not even thus he driven 
From: its-bent—then' 1 ſallied out "towards 
—— but returned ere 1 had approach= 
A ched⸗ t gd I godw "no? 
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Time 


278 berker age 
Time 20 laſt. al er e nted hy 
Worthy, met my approach. =, | 
e his opinion on my, —.— 
W 


hour; and, ope and a 
driven again 110 — Þ og w 
ered, that Belinda's father WS 
He oy; Shae was, yet in fight, and that 


be. only allowed him time ſufficient. in. 
dulge the feelings of a parent, when he dil- 
cloled my buſineſs to him. That his an- 


ſwer was ſuch as might be 8 rm 
0 affectionate father; * that he believed 

the daughter's choice, if governed by, d 
dence, would never be violently o 


by the parent. e eee 


He, had. ſcarge uttered.) theſe PIE for. 
before I could expreſs my - gratitude, h 
viſitor's approach was announced. © my 
friend, how wonderous is my fate The 


father of Belinda entered the rogm, in the 
perſon of my "EPO Fate Wlan 5 
Garton bz 624 . 


A mutual doubt of the evidence, 4 our 
eyes took place we ſtood for a moment 
ſurveying each other in agoniſing fuſpenſe 
—when ſpringing . towards him, I was e- 
ceived in his arms, and long locked. in his- 
enen, ere a word paſſed.— At length, 
my 


- 
. 
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b aged Friend and pation Wi — 
lf r PT. | 1432 
bed ef * A 8 
e © Mr. Worthyy:i is indeed à ſony 
« and he whom 1 moſt wiſh to know by: 
« that tender appellation. O my dear 
4 Forteſeue l- Was it for my daughter, 
« thie orphan Belinda, that I have witnefſ» 
ed your ſufferings — Oh! why did you - 
« conceal the object of your faithfu loves 
10 dne who held ye dear hy dot . 
eve to me your | ' ſecret 2—1 
« .conld- have adminiftered comfort a 
« happineſs, by telling peu, that of--all 
* men I ſhould prefer you as a fon. Nay, 
% I marked the progreſs of your love, 
T prayed fortune * r RI? 12 25 
* 6 wy child.” * Nuss 


--The- eolonel,: in „ae en of zl of 
0 Mr. Worthy, and then haſtened 
with the happy tidings to his danghter. 
He ſoon returned, telling us, „that che 
dear girl, ſcarce half recovered from _ 
the effects of the meeting of yeſterday 
as ill prepared for another, and had 
46 retired to her chamber. You muſt, 
« my dear boy,” turning to Wes Re 
% Ne — r — 

2 * 


a Sach 
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Such was the weeting with” 
father but you muſt, 2 friend, ima» 
ne that Which took p 1 1 0 
| org lovers,” for no e af f 
a bar , WM. 

This is but ihe third FR of our àtri- 
vat and yet do'T ſummon you to lend 
your aid, in the adminiſtration of your 
holy function; for we cannot brook 
delay, Where often was obtained, . cre 
ſued for. 1 pray you then haſte, for'i itis our 
mutual with, that you ſhould render onr 


happineſs permanent. E 


os © vai fs 


But in the midſt of the bliſs I: expe- 
rience in the ſweet fociety of my Belinda, 
I muſt not. loſe memory of poor Eliza. 
Fortune often deals out her favours in 
extremes, or it would not ſo ſoon have 
fallen to my lot, in the road to my. own. 
happinefs, to as: the Sour pH: her . 


trels. 46 


$5 


'The morni 1 LPT, my arrival in town, 
as I returned ffom the army office, where. 
I went to execute ſome commiſſions for 

brother officers, and in a moment 
when this wretehed girl's fate alone occu- 
pied my thoughts, * in paſſing the Admiral- 
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ty, L accidentally joſtled a, naval officer. 
Turning round to . the compliment 
due on fuch an occafion, I fancied I ſaw 


it Him the murderer of poor Eliza s peace 


of mind; Sttongly imprefſed* with, this 
idea, I advanced to him, and enquired 
whether his name was B ? He an- 
ſwered in the affirmative. Then, Sir, 
returned I, you muſt favour me ah 
your company, on an affair which can 

< not be entered upon in the ſtreet.” "He 
appeared embarraſſed, but acquieſced ; and 
we went together to the Salopian Coffeę- 
— being the neareſt houls of public 
retort. 


Haring ſecured ry private Toom, L 1 
by interrogating im as to his be- 
longing to the — man of war. He; 
told me, that he hadAately been a lieu-: 
tenant in that ſhip,” but had procured an 
exchange, owing, to her being ordered 
on a ſtation, which was not congenial to. 
his health. I then aſked him, if he Was 
not acquainted with Miſs FO —, of 


Exeter? At this queſtion, h he was greatly . 
embartaſſed—1 therefore proceeded. by 
telling him, that I was the friend of that 
unfortunate Ju. tidy. 325 her 0 : 


' 
f 
| 
of 
! 
i 
. 
ö 
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* and. that, as I knew every thing which had 
paſſed between them, he could” rendet 
atonement. for the wrongs he had done 
her, but two ways—the one, by àn im- 
mediate marriage — and the other, by. © 
giving me ſuch ſatisfaction as her injured 
honour required. I added, that as: it re-. 
quired no time for determination, I waited 
his anſwer, Lieutenant B —, like 
every man under the influence of a. baſe” 
act, as it were, fhrunk within bimfelf, and 
declared, that want of fortune alone 
caufed his baſeneſs: obſerving, that tbe 
young lady had not the expectancy of 4 


milling. WR 


melt goat AS amd 


a > ww FF. tes / a A% 


„Though this was an. excuſe, baſe as his 

. whole; conduck to ber, yet, knowing 1 
could meet. the objection, I was glad to 
admit it; I therefore demanded to know, 
whether he would conſummate the pro- 
miſed martiage, without further heſitation, 
if her portion ſhould amount to ane thou- 
land pounds, ?- He replied, but with much 
meanneſs of ' ſpirit, that upon ſuch terms 
he would - marry her. I then informed 
him, that ſince he had abandoned her to 
the World, à large legacy had been left 

her. On this, joy ſparkled in his eyes; 

„ | but 


| 
] 
| 
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fun with" which 1 'meah” te purchaſe her 
Pele ene, be ei condemns 
You will therefbre, my dear Go6dwill, 
as Eliza is not of the age required by law 
to obtain a licence, publiſh the banns, before 
you leave town, for I have ſufficiently en- 
's performance of folemniza- 


ſured B- 


tion; and in the mean time I think ſhe 


may content herſelf in the ſituation we have 


procured for her, - 


This complete, your church prefer- 


ment effected, and my _ commiſſion dif- 
poſed of—T. think, bleſſed with my Be- 
linda, one of the happieſt mortals in this 


world will be, 


Your ſincere friend, 


DUM Os 7% a9 qt WA FORTEEQUES®: | 
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but it was of à defcription; that immedi- 
ately” determined me 1% cure to her the 


* 
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P. 8. My Belinda requires you to tell 

* her happineſs to her friend Mrs, 
Doyley ; and that her preſence, with 
the family in Berkley-Square, , wall. 
contribute; in no ſmall degree, to the 
happineſs of our wedding-day. 
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MIS'S'BELINDA' CARTON, 
F 
WEDDING DAY,: 


FRIEND OF MER INTENDED - HUSBAND, 


686. GOODWILL. 


Assuuz my Verſe thy wonted art, 
Whilft all in expectation ſtand ; 

Canſt thou t paint the willing heart, 
That coyly gives the trembling hand ? 


Canſt 


an” by” 
2 } 


- # 


. | PAT R.8,C.D,E. 


Canſt thou not ſummon from the ſky -- 
Soft Venus, and her. Inowy Daves ? 


Mark 2 29; Aly yoke e e a 


All trembling . 1 wittoſpar; 


_ Look not, thou $WEE TNESS, thus forlorn ; ; 
She ſmiles !—and now ſuch tints appear, 
As ſteal upon the filver morn. 


Quick, HYMEN, to the Temple lead! if | 
Curid, thy victory purſue! 


In bluſhes roſe the conſcious maid, 


Truſt me, ſhe'll ſet in bluſhes too. i 


wen may the as fondly gaze 
On thy bright cheek thy bloom of 
Fouth! 


Impaticn of the ene nity, © 
Of ſweetneſs, innocence, and truth. 


— 


OK TESGU RE. Mn. 
Vet theſe ſhall to the lateſt hour, | 


Theſe oily mall fecure thy blifs, 
When the pale lip has loſt its power, 


* 
1 . ; * 
. - = * — i a p 7 , * * L P 
Theſe ih In FL 1 £31 3; iy 5 
eſe ſhall give nectar to the kiſs, 
; = 
* — 
2 FX * Lv. 1 
8 , 9 4 , F 
7 161 4. 7 5 . o 1 A? 5 4 » 1 
* 5 : 
—— + &@ & #02 . = Jn # 1 * af a 6 
4 : 2 2 , * yg, ö . \ 
40 % 21 © 44 14 1 * & Fi & — 1 7 . 4 c G 
i * 
- " 4 f 1 1 1 
gage 21011 At Dee H TY | 
* 2941 1 £44 : # 4.4 WF 14 174. , W 37 kw b 
2 N 
_ | 
* 
LIGHTS IS FL 7 
. - 
= 
4 £ / 
; # 5 118 * 3 4 . * : e 3 
L «+ © : * A ba 5 * . ” 
* 
n THE END. 
| ” 
N 1 N * ” Y . 
17 18 A * . 1 . = 
iz 
f Is - . 
- - 89 *® * . 
2 * 4 - a — 1 * 
% 
5 4 \ 
by , * * 
; ; 1.131 95 . : 
. 4 h 
* 
= 
— in 8 
. „ — 
a - 1 * . " & 4 1 * 
ö ad. 1 4 1 - F* et 4 . . * N 
S. 7 = 
* 
* * ft = bh £ 4 1 1 
: \ 2 | 8 9 - 
— 
* 1 
\_ 8 | 
n 1 ere a - 0 : 6 . : 
4 £35 , ' | F3I> 61 3s. 
| | 
4 | 
9 p * * . 
7e % + 4 4 
p 1 414 550 < 1 1 # © f 1 4 
- 
Pd 
os % « 
- 
* * 2 
* 
— 


